Born For This – Week 5 Handout
Last week you learnt about doing a Money Miracle: You were born to deliver miracles with money! You started to keep a God-Pocket - a specific location where you keep money that has been devoted to God so that you can give it to someone in need as soon as God nudges you to do so. We want to challenge you to keep using it so that you are always ready to deliver miracles with your money.
This week we are looking at two more miracles that you can deliver. The first one is the Dream Miracle: You were born to deliver miracles of life purpose. God has a dream for all of our lives. It is a desire he places in us to do something special with our lives. Jeremiah 1:4-5; Psalm 139:15-16 and Ephesians 2:10. But the dream can die! That is where we can do miracles – we can deliver a miracle by helping someone to re-discover their dream just like the time when King David needed a Dream Miracle (1 Samuel 25).

When we deliver a Dream Miracle we use the same five step process we learnt before: 

1. Identify the Person – We might be nudged by God or alerted by circumstance but we will also need to rely on cues and bumps to find the person that God wants us to help. We should look for feelings of discontent, frustration, anger or depression associated with how life is going. A good question to ask is: “Are you living your dream, or are you stuck a little big?” 

2. Isolate the Need – Either people do not have a dream or they are hindered from pursuing it in some way – usually by fear. For those who do not have a dream we can talk about how all of us had a dream when we were young. For those who know their dream but feel stuck we should get them to talk about their dream and we can ask God to show us what is holding them back. Every dream is big and hard, that is why we have a lifetime to pursue it with His help! We should look out for fears about failure (where the dream feels too big or people feel disqualified from pursuing it) or fears about rejection (where the dream is opposed by others who opinions we greatly value). Once the fears are expressed we are ready for the next step. 

3. Open the Heart – It is like we are finding one coal that is alight and we gently blow on it so that it bursts into flame. The coal is the person’s big dream and our task is to reignite their desire for it. How do we do this? We should: (a) affirm that God has a dream for their life, (b) ask them to describe their dream and describe what their life will be like when they are living their dream, (c) help them see how important their dream is to God and affirm its value to them, (d) affirm their ability to live out their dream, and (e) ask them to go to the end of their life and look back and ask themselves: “What would you like to have done with your life?” 

4. Deliver the Miracle – Our part in the miracle is to prepare the person for the work of God. The Spirit will take the seeds of truth that we share and work in the person to bring about change. A miracle happens when the person reaffirms their dream and acts on it in a way that they could not do before. It starts in the heart and then results in behavior. We should lead the person to recommit to God to finish his dream. 

5. Transfer the Credit – Now we make sure that the attention goes to the right person. In the story in 1 Samuel 25 David said: “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, who sent you this day to meet with me!” To direct the person heavenward, we can say something like: “Do you sense that God was involved in our talk today?” Or “I think God is up to something wonderful with you and your dream!” Or “There’s no doubt about it – God is really behind your dream. He planted it in your heart. He will be with you are you achieve it with His power.” 

This week we are also looking at the Forgiveness Miracle: You were born to deliver miracles of forgiveness. You have a key you can use to release people from prison. Many people live in a self-made prison because of unforgiveness. You can deliver a Forgiveness Miracle. Matthew 6:12, 14-16; Matthew 18:12f; Matthew 18:27-35.
When we deliver a Forgiveness Miracle we use the same five step process we learnt before: 

1. Identify the Person – Sometimes a person may acknowledge that they are carrying a grudge against someone or you might notice that when a topic comes up they withdraw or become overly sensitive. You may see signs of chronic anger or general attitudes that cover up old wounds like cynicism, defeatism, bitterness, judgmentalism or distrust of relationships. In our conversations we can use affirmations, observations and leading questions to probe to see if there is unforgiveness that needs to be addressed. 
2. Isolate the Need –While God wants all unforgiveness to be addressed, people can seldom cope with all their wounds at the same time. To isolate the need that God wants to address we should find out who hurt the person, what the offender did, and which injuries are the most emotionally distressing. 

3. Open the Heart – The goal is to prepare a person to be emotionally ready to forgive the offender – from the heart not just the mind. It might be useful to share the story that Jesus told in Matthew 18 with the person! Share the 3 J’s: (a) Jesus – “Jesus forgave you. You can choose to forgive others.” (b) Justice – “Vengeance belongs to God, not to you or me.” (c) Jailer – “You are your own jailer. Your torment will not end until you forgive - then it will end immediately. That is what God wants for you.” Keep the focus on the person who needs to forgive not the one who has caused the injuries. 

4. Deliver the Miracle – Now you can lead the person in a statement of forgiveness towards the offender. “I forgive ___________ for _____________.” Help them express the pain of their wound and forgive each instance in which they were hurt. Be comfortable with silence and give God time to do a deep work in the person’s heart. Allow the person to express their emotions. Finish off with the Forgiveness Test: “Before God, I have completely forgiven _________________ of every wound.” 

5. Transfer the Credit – Get the person to focus on the One that they have offended by not forgiving. Get them to receive and experience God’s full forgiveness. Get them to confess their sins of unforgiveness and how they held on to resentment, bitterness, hatred and vengeance. 
We challenge you to keep your life of miracles going by committing to pursuing miracle opportunities, ask God each day to send you to a person in need, decide to do whatever it takes to be ready for any miracle assignment that God wants to send your way, share this message with people in your life and tell others about the miracles that God does through you so that He gets the glory and praise that He deserves. 

Take it Deeper:
Consider Abigail’s reminder to David about his destiny in 1 Samuel 25, and his response in verses 32 and 33.  How do you feel about helping and influencing people who are feeling ‘stuck’ in pursuing their dreams?
What is your dream? Write a paragraph describing what you believe God wants you to do with your life:

Is there anyone that you need to forgive? If so, what do you need to do about it?







