You are chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, people who
belong to God. You were chosen to tell about the excellent qualities of
God, who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Dear
friends, since you are foreigners and temporary residents in the world,
I’m encouraging you to keep away from the desires of your corrupt
nature. These desires constantly attack you. Live decent lives among
unbelievers. Then, although they ridicule you as if you were doing wrong
while they are watching you do good things, they will praise God on the
day he comes to help you.

(1 Peter 2:9-12)

Don’t you realize that your bodies are parts of Christ’s body? Should |
take the parts of Christ’s body and make them parts of a prostitute’s
body? That’s unthinkable! Don’t you realize that the person who unites
himself with a prostitute becomes one body with her? God says, “The two
will be one.” However, the person who unites himself with the Lord
becomes one spirit with him. Stay away from sexual sins. Other sins that
people commit don’t affect their bodies the same way sexual sins do.
People who sin sexually sin against their own bodies. Don’t you know that
your body is a temple that belongs to the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit,
whom you received from God, lives in you. You don’t belong to
yourselves. You were bought for a price. So bring glory to God in the way
you use your body.

(1 Corinthians 6:15-20)

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.
Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these
ways, in the life you once lived. But now you must also rid yourselves of
all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language
from your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old
self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.
(Colossians 3:5-10)



So | tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live
as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in
their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the

ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having lost
all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to
indulge in every kind of impurity, and they are full of greed. That,
however, is not the way of life you learned when you heard about Christ
and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. You
were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old
self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in
the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like
God in true righteousness and holiness.
(Ephesians 4:17-24)

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body
you were called to peace. And be thankful. And whatever you do,
whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

(Colossians 3:12-17)

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility
value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each
of you to the interests of the others. Do everything without grumbling or
arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of God
without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine
among them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the word of life.
(Philippians 2:3-4,14-16)



