Chill ‘n Connect Night
The Big Idea:

This event was stumbled upon when reflecting with teenagers about their favourite youth group event. Occasionally as leaders we would schedule a low key evening in between more intensive set-up nights. The Chill ‘n Connect night is a night where no programming is done – the teens simply arrive at the venue and enjoy hanging out in the youth space. The win for us as leaders is that we get to hang out with teens on the night and have significant conversations with them because we are not distracted with setup and programming duties. This event usually kicks off the term and happens once more in the middle of the school term.
The Preparation:

* Ensure that the youth room is clean and ready for the night.
* Ensure that all the activities have the supplies they need – ie. Table tennis balls, batteries for the Wii, etc.
* Prepare refreshments for the night.
* Sometimes, extra board games are brought into the room to add variety.

* Ensure that activities in the room cater to both guys and girls.

The Program:

The evening starts whenever teens start arriving and has no official starting time. Refreshments are served at a pre-arranged time and notice is given when the evening is closing.
