The Deal Series: Week 6
Welcome to week 6 of our Deal series. Lest shuffle the cards and review what we have covered so far. In week 1 we dealt with Suicide. In week 2 we dealt with Death. In week 3 we dealt with Addiction. In week 4 we dealt with Depression. In week 5 we looked at how to deal with Parents. Today we are going to look at how to deal with Friendships

Friendship Defined

Friendship is a powerful aspect of the human existence. 

No one is poor who has friends.

You can be Poor but Rich: Life is never so full and rich as when it is experienced in relationship with others.

No man is rich who does not have friends

You can be Rich but Poor: Life is never so impoverished as when it is just about one’s self and achievements.

You can dare to be yourself with friends.

You can weep with friends.

Jeremy Taylor defines friendship as the greatest love, greatest usefulness, the most open communication, the noblest sufferings, the severest truth, heartiest counsel, and the greatest union of minds of which brave men and women are capable.

Examples of Friendship

1. Jesus (John 15:15) - “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.”
2. David and Jonathan (1 Samuel 18) –Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt.
Different Types of Friendships: (1) Acquaintance, (2) Good friend, (3) Best Friend and (4) Mentor.
5 Traits of True Christian Friendship:
1. Love sacrificially (John 15:13)
2. Accept Unconditionally (Proverbs 17:17)
3. Trust completely (Proverbs 18:24)

4. Encourage regularly (Proverbs 27:6,10)
5. Keep boundaries (1 Corinthians 13:4)
Friendship Turnoffs:
1. Disloyal
2. Tactless

3. Judgmental

4. Pushy

5. Controlling

6. Gossip

7. Selfish

8. Not sharing

9. Close Minded
Scripture: In Matthew 9 there is a story about a crippled men with four friends who lifted him up to carry him where Jesus was teaching. The man couldn't carry himself, but his friends carried there. The bible says that Jesus saw their faith and healed the man and forgave his sins (9:2).

The bible says, “If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!” (Ecclesiastes 4:10)
