
Evangelism Made Slightly Less Difficult
Summarised from Evangelism Made Slightly Less Difficult by Nick Pollard, IVP, 1997.

There are four categories of people who are non-Christians:

1. Those who are just about ready to become Christians

2. Those who really want to become Christians, but are holding back because they have lots of questions and doubts that they need to deal with first.

3. Those who are genuinely interested, but are not really sure where to begin because they know so little about Jesus.

4. Those who are simply not interested.

Each category of people need a different evangelistic approach:

1. Those who are ready to become Christians need to be led to faith in Christ. 

2. Those who have doubts and questions need an apologetics approach where we answer people’s questions about our faith and give reasons for the hope we have.

3. Those who are interested need gospel proclamation where we communicate the gospel clearly in a language that they can understand.

4. Those who are not at all interested in the gospel because they are quite happy with what they believe need a process called positive deconstruction where they are challenged to think again about their beliefs so they can become uncomfortable about them and possible even want to find out about Jesus.

Prayer is talking to God about people; while evangelism is talking to people about God. In Colossians 4:2-6 we discover that pray and evangelism are connected.

1. Prayer

There are three prayers that we need to pray: (a) ask God to open a door for our message (v3); (b) ask God to help us take the opportunity to share (v3); and (c) ask God to help us share it clearly (v4).

2. Evangelism

There are clear instructions about evangelism in verse 5 and 6: (a) we must use our brains – we have to apply our minds to think through the issues that people deal with today; (b) we are to make the most of every opportunity (not make the opportunity!) – this does not mean going on and on but leaving people hungry for more; (c) we must communicate the gospel in a way that demonstrates God’s grace, love and reconciliation; (d) we must warn people about personal danger (“seasoned with salt”); and (e) we must know how to answer people – not preach at them.

In order to be effective in evangelism we have to know how to understand and respond to the underlying worldview that people absorb unconsciously.

There are two different definitions of ‘worldview’. (1) The Bottom-Up Worldview Model – here a worldview is used to describe the conclusion a person comes to after looking at the world and asking basic questions about it – such as Who am I? Where am I? What’s wrong with the world? What’s the remedy? Etc. Here people take the answers they find and construct their worldview. (2) The Top-Down Worldview Model – This approach sees a world view not as a conclusion that people arrive at, but the point from which they start. It is the way people view the world, or the spectacles through which they look at the world.

A full definition of evangelism involves more than just inviting people to respond to Jesus, or even just talking to them about Jesus. Nick Pollard says in Evangelism Made Slightly Less Difficult, “there is a long, slow evangelistic process that involves enabling  people who are comfortable with their worldview to become uncomfortable with it, and therefore open to looking at Jesus” (Page 75).

Evangelism involves a large amount of education in that we are trying to educate people about the inadequacies of their non‑Christian worldview or about the truth of the claims of Christ. It is essential then that we develop an approach to evangelism that is based on a Christian approach to education.

In the world of education teachers follow one of two education model: (1) the didactic model (also called teacher‑centered learning) or (2) the critical model (also called student‑centered learning). 

Each model is based on a different view of knowledge. The didactic model is called teacher‑centered because there is a body of knowledge that the teacher delivers to the student. This is a dogmatic view of knowledge that believes that truth is something that one person can hold and transmit to someone else. The teacher is in a position of authority and they determine ruth. The teacher speaks and the pupil listens as knowledge is transferred from teacher to learner. Practically this means that pupils sit in rows listening to the teacher, taking notes to remember the information they receive. 

The critical model is called student‑centered because knowledge must be discovered by the pupils themselves as they explore, question and formulate truth for themselves. This is a relativistic view of knowledge that believes that there is no absolute truth. The teacher has no knowledge to pass on to the pupil, but can only help them find the truth that is true for them. Here the pupil is placed in a position of authority and they formulate truth. Practically this means that pupils work on their own or in groups as they investigate, discuss and debrief.

Which model should we adopt as Christians? None of these views contain a Christian view of knowledge. A Christian cannot be a relativist because Christ is truth (John 14:6); truth is not something that we can formulate for ourselves because truth is something that God creates and reveals. On the other hand, a Christian cannot be a dogmatist because God has not fully revealed all truth to us; our understanding of what he has revealed is limited and flawed because we are finite and sinful.

A Christian view of knowledge recognised that absolute truth exists but only God holds it ‑ he determines truth. Our knowledge of truth is correct to the extent that we correctly understand the amount of truth that God has chosen to reveal to us.

So, a Christian model of education is neither teacher‑centered nor student‑centered but God‑centered. He is the authority ‑ he holds the truth.  Together, teacher and student are attempting to understand and respond to truth. Truth is nether determined by the teacher who communicates it nor by the student who formulates it, but by God who reveals it. Teacher and student work together to seek after  truth and respond to it.

The teacher communicates to the pupil their understanding of truth that God has revealed to them. This is not done in a dogmatic way (as in the didactic method) as the teacher realises that his understanding is incomplete and could be faulty. He invites the pupil to join him in critically assessing their understanding of the truth. The goal is not to formulate subjective truth (as in the critical method) but to discover God's revealed truth more accurately.

What IS NOT happening in this Christian approach is: (1) the teacher is not trying to impose his knowledge on the student; (2) the student is not trying to construct their own truth; and (3) they are not trying to manufacture a synthesis that they both feel happy with. What IS happening is that they are together submitting to God as they aim to discover, understand and respond to the truth that God has revealed.

This Christian approach to education needs to be applied to evangelism. We are not there as evangelists to tell people that they are wrong, but to raise questions with them and to invite them to raise questions with me. We are engaging together in a search for a greater understanding of truth. They need to discover for themselves the inadequacies of their own worldview so that they can get to a point where they want to hear about Jesus. 

Although I have information to communicate with them, I must do it in a way that encourages them to think, question and come to their own conclusion. Often this means giving them information in the form of a question rather than a statement. It also means that I will be willing to change my mind or refine what I believe about a certain truth, because I do not possess absolute truth ‑ only God does!

Challenging A Person's Worldview

Many people are not interested in hearing the Gospel message because they are quite happy with what they believe. In order to get them to want to hear about Jesus we need to engage in a process known as positive deconstruction which involves taking apart what people believe to look carefully at what they believe (deconstruction) and replace it with something better (positive). The process involves the following steps:

1. Identify the Worldview
People seldom articulate their worldview, in fact, most do not even know what worldview they hold because they have never looked at the underlying philosophy that influences what they believe. We will need to study different worldviews including the beliefs and values they lead to so that we can identify the actual worldview being held.

2. Analyse the Worldview
To analyse a worldview we must apply three questions that are used to test truth: (a) the coherence test (Does it cohere?); (b) the correspondence test (Does it correspond with reality?); and (c) the pragmatic test (Does it work?).

A. Does it cohere?
If a statement is true it will cohere or make sense. It must not contain logical inconsistencies or elements that are mutually contradictory.

B. Does it correspond with reality?
If a statement is true it will correspond with reality. Because truth describes the real world it cannot make claims that are inconsistent with reality.

C. Does it work?
If a statement is true it will work. Truth helps us to function, while error does not.

To analyse a worldview we must use all three of these questions. For a statement to be true it must pass all three tests because not everything that coheres is true; and not everything that corresponds with reality is necessarily true; and not everything that works is true. As we look closely at a world view we look for elements of truth that we can affirm and at errors that we can discover.

3. Affirm the Truth
Non‑Christian worldviews may still contain truth. If we fail to identify and affirm truths in a persons world view they will not listen to us. They will be far more willing to engage in discussion with someone who is on their side, also seeking after the truth. Another reason we need to affirm truth in other worldviews is that Christians push themselves into error when they do not believe that there is truth in others worldviews. When we reject other worldviews that contain truth we end up rejecting truth ourselves.

4. Discover the Error
Not only do non‑Christian worldviews contain truth, they also contain error. Given Jesus' exclusive claims, other worldviews cannot be totally true. On closer inspection we may well find that a worldview is not coherent, or doesn't correspond with reality, or will not work, or any combination of these. This is the goal of this approach: we need to identify the worldview, analyse it, affirm the truth that it contains, and also discover its error. It is when we help people see the error for themselves that they become uncomfortable with their current worldview and begin considering Jesus.

