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“THE FATHER’S HOUSE”
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Script written by: Rethabile, Martha and Charmaine
For: The His People Youth
Director: Quinton

ACT 1 SCENE1: THE FATHER’S HOUSE
OPENING SCENE: 
There is a celebration party for both daughter (passed matric very well) and the son (finished his varsity degree)

The Dance (African Contemporary) as part of the party scene.

People invited to event are on stage.

The Father stands at the centre of the stage and raises a glass to dedicate a toast.

Daddy: What an outstanding performance (he claps and everyone follows).

              Thank you to everyone of you for coming to share in this great success.

              May I introduce the apple of my eye, Rahab and my son and heir Caleb.
Crowds: We will drink and celebrate to that.(cheering and clamping)

(Music plays faintly. Boyfriend enters stage. The daughter whispers in her father’s ear something).

Daddy: He frowns and hesitantly says:  I’d also like to introduce a young very close to my daughters heart, Jacob.
               To everyone feel at home and enjoy the evening.

(Servants pass around drinks and platters, music plays louder and party continues.)
(People whisper amongst themselves with disapproval of Jacob and how Rahab is taken by him)
Music dyes slowly and people begin to leave stage except for Rahab and Jacob.

Lights out

ACT 1 Scene 2
Couple seats on band chairs (high) and spot light is on them.

He gives her a rose (which will be symbolic of the history of the relationship throughout the play, withering as a sign of love fading).

POETRY Scene

Rahab says a poem to express her feelings of love about him.

Jacob says his poem expresses his evil intentions about her and how naïve he thinks she is (to introduce the villain he is to audience).

The poetry is done as in a conversation, a call and response type. 

E.g

Rahab:“He loves me”

Jacob: “She is so naïve”
Narrator: A symbolic song in between poems to clarify what the conversation is about.

ACT 1 Scene 3: LEAVING HOME
Confrontation with the father

Father walks onto stage and start interrogating Jacob.

Daddy: So Jacob what are your intentions with my daughter. Any plans I should know about?
Rahab: “Daddy, No…!

Daddy: Ray, let the man speak for himself.(firmly)

Jacob: (clears his throat, a little nervous and manages to say:

Your daughter is very beautiful.

Daddy: I know that and so…(Rahab rolls her eyes and plays with her hair in agitation)

Jacob:She amm….has a lot to offer and together we can make it happen…

Daddy: Make what happen? Do you even have a job? A career plan…?

Jacob: Yeh, I sotta have a business going. Nothing too illegal, so you can relax.

Rahab: Daddy you cannot judge him like that.

Daddy: (looks at his watch) Young man, I think you should go now. Your times up.

Rahab: Dad, if he goes, I leave with him (really angry with tears in her eyes).

Daddy: Angel, don’t do this…(pleads with her to listen)

              You are my little girl still, I have a great future planned out for you.

               You are beautiful and you deserve so much more.  If you leave who will protec..

Rahab: (Jumps in) Don’t make me choose…

Daddy:  Angel, we can talk about this later…what do you say?

Rahab: I have decided, I want my trust fund access and I am leaving with him…

Daddy: Ray, Ray don’t make me do this please…(in desperation)

Rahab: If you love me, you will trust my decision and let me go..

(A long pause)

Daddy: So be your will.

Rahab: She storms out with boyfriend.
Lights out
ACT 2 SCENE 1: THE BIG CITY
Sound of party music. Disco lights on stage.
PARTY SCENE
People are dancing on stage in funky clothes. Song bring chairs and tables onto stage.

Some are holding glasses drinking wine and smoking stuff.

Rahab and boyfriend enter scene holding hands and dancing.

Rahab: 
I am the dancing diva…And she takes out her money and throws it around and the crowds catch it.
Jacob: Picks her up and Cheers….

After dancing to a few track intros, music fades off. People on stage lay around flows, chairs are toppled over and sweater flung on chairs etc(chaotic scenario).
Couple are sitting at bottom of stairs on stage.

Jacob: (holding her hand) You know my angel, I have been thinking of how we can make more money…

Rahab: mmhey…

Jacob: I have a friend who owns a casino and he has promised me a winning card, so how about we invest in the million rand jackpot wheel? We have nothing to lose still, because if we loose we can still get our money back but if we win, we strike a jackpot…

Rahab: (hesitates a bit) Jay, I don’t know…hey do you trust this guy?

Jacob: You trust me don’t you…

Rahab: We have come this far….I guess so..

(She puts her head on his shoulder in agreement to the plan)
They leave stage together. The rest of the people on stage wake up and leave with the stuff on stage leaving the chairs and tables.

Lights out.(Prepare tables and chairs for restaurant scene)

ACT 2 SCENE 2

Light comes on gradually.
Restaurant scene
Girl 1: Did you see the car he was driving choma? And that girl he was with looked so not happening…
Girl 2: (highly made up: red lip stick, dramatic eyebrow pencil etc) Eish, and that hair looked so 60’s. You know what I think she needs a make over and he needs me in those shoes.

Girl 3:(She is the more sensible one) Girls, don’t be mean now…

Girl 2: Stop being so uptight gal…
Girl 1: Yeh, what do you care anyway…She is a nobody…(with an attitude/chewing gum)
Girl 3: (She looks to Rahab who seems to zoomed out) And Ray, why are you so quite?
Rahab: (fakes a smile) I am cool…

Girl 3 : Come on now, you haven’t laughed at even a single joke today, that not like you…

Girl 1: Yeh, what’s up?..

Rahab: Well, you got me.  It’s Jacob..I have a feeling he….

Jacob walks right in

Girl 3: Oh, speak of the villain…

Jacob: Ray can I speak to you for a sec..?

Rahab: (with unease leaves with him toward stairs of the stage) What is it?

Jacob: I don’t quite know how to say this but…

Rahab: Is it about the money Jay, what are we gonna do…

Jacob : This is just not working…

Rahab: Jay what are you talking about?...If it’s the money don’t worry, you still have me…

Jacob: (agitated) You are not listening to me it’s not the money it’s you I don’t want..I never loved you…I was in it for the money and now you are out and I cannot afford to be with you anymore. the drugs costs way too much now.

Rahab: (Tears in her eyes in disbelief) But I …Ray but you love me…
Jacob: No, I found someone else…Go home to your Daddy, you no nothing about this life..

A new girlfriend walks on to stage

New girlfriend: Jay, why is the order taking so long?

Jacob: Babe, I told you to stay in the car.

New girlfriend: I have been waiting for so long…(with a spoilt brat attitude)

And who is this? (looking at Rahab from toe to head)

Jacob: I was just leaving, and this is  no one really. (grabs her hand and leaves)
Rahab:(shouts after him ) Jacob, don’t leave…and where is my money?

She goes back to her table and sobs bitterly to her friends.

The waiter comes with the bill and her card and says: “Mam, your card has insufficient funds”.

She raises her head and looks at her friends, who now scratch around in their purses only to pull out a few coins. From here her friends leave one after another, with the shopping bags.

Girl 1: Gal we really gotta run.

Girl 3:  I’m sorry.. I guess he left you for good hey?

Girl 2: Girls, we must thank Ray for the shopping.

Girl 1 and 3: Yeh, thanks for the glamour girl. (in a chorus)

A sad melody begins to play softly.

Donna leaves her shopping bag to make up for the bill and leaves the restaurant alone.

Lights out

ACT 2 SCENE 3
Narrator speaks: The Father waits patiently with the hope she will return

The Father is on stage on a chair near a picket fence looking over the horizon with sadness in his eyes. Servants bring him food and he refuses to eat.

A SAD SONG about missing the one he loves.
Lights out
ACT 3 SCENE 1 : ROCK BOTTOM

 MUSIC THROUGHOUT SCENE

· Rahab comes onto stage with torn, soiled clothes, and uncombed hair, she is tearful and cold from the night.

· She sees her friends pass and hides behind a huge dust bin.

· She scratches around in the bin for something to eat and then a car stops by her.

· The man hoots and calls her to come in.

· As the car door is opened and she is about to get in: A POEM is read about the shame she has become, the pain she feels.

· Later she gets thrown out of the car with money notes flying off after her. (suggestive of what has happened to her)

· She lies on the floor and the narrator reads from the scripture: Luke 15:17-20

· “I will go back to my Father and say Forgive me for I have sinned against you”.

· She drags herself up and walks of the stage around the church auditorium and comes round the other side.

· The spot light moves on the Father who is again on stage. He looks again over the horizon and another light will be on the girl as she is a few centimeters from the stage.
· Narrator reads Luke 15 v 20.

· The Father sees her, opens the gate of the picket fence and runs to her.

· Father: I have waited and prayed for this day, to see my beautiful angel again.

· Daughter: Father, forgive me, I was stupid and naïve…

· Pause

· Narrator: A call for repentance/altar call as gate is left open symbolically.
ACT 4 SCENE 1: THE RETURN HOME
The Father calls for the celebration to welcome the prodigals home

The worship team comes on stage and leads with a celebration song

The casts comes on stage and bows

The END
