Fire Catchers Series – Week 2
Welcome to week 2 of The Fire Catchers Series! 
Last week we launched our new Fire Catchers series.
We learnt that we can’t live without fire, that we get fire from Fire, and we need to stay close to the fire!
This week we are going to be catching fire for living!
Are you ready to light ‘em up?
Video: Light ‘em up by the Fall Boys. Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rd95IAkHdn8
The Hunger Games is set in North western America in the future with the Capitol and 13 districts spread across the continent.
But life is very different in the Capitol and the Districts!
In the Capitol living is easy and passion is high. It is technologically advanced and a utopian city where the nation's most wealthy and powerful live. Sense of style and fashion are very important to the wealthy citizens of the plutocratic Capitol. It is common for them to tattoo and dye their bodies bright colors, as well as undergo plastic surgery to alter their appearances. Capitol residents frequently wear wigs in a multitude of colors. District citizens view the people of the Capitol as alien, odd, and distrustful, and despise them. In order to have a good time at a party and eat as much as they want, Capitol residents drink a special liquid (similar to ipecac) that causes them to vomit, thus providing enough room for more food. The residents seem almost oblivious to the fact that, although they go through lots of food and still have plenty left over, many of the districts' residents are starving. The food Capitol residents eat is extremely rich and appears in exotic and beautiful patterns, such as bread rolls shaped like flowers and oranges served with a sauce. 
In the districts, living is tough and passion is low. After the collapse of modern civilization and before the Dark Days rebellion, the districts were brought together under the Capitol's rule, thus forming the nation of Panem. Originally, there were thirteen districts, until District 13 was supposedly destroyed by Capitol forces, due to being the driving force of the rebellion against their rule. Though the districts harvest great amounts of resources, such as fish, coal, lumber, crops, and gems, they must export almost all of their resources to serve the Capitol's citizens. As a result, many districts, such as 12 and 11, don't have enough coal to power their own district or enough food to feed their citizens (respectively). Districts 1, 2, and 4 generally have a better relationship with the Capitol and therefore receive more, have better food, and are graced with other various goods and protection. The districts have no political representation since the government of Panem invests all power to the centralized executive in the Capitol, with a President acting as the supreme leader of the nation. Mayors within the districts act simply as governors, ensuring the districts fulfill their quotas of goods to the Capitol and serve no representative roles as a parliamentarian or senator. As a result of this, the massive poverty, starvation, and brutality witnessed in the districts goes unchecked. It is highly probable that the Capitol government is aware of the districts' suffering but is reluctant or uninterested in improving conditions for its downtrodden subjects. 
Sharing: Turn to the person next to you and ask them: “How passionate are you about life?”
How do you ignite passion for living?
1. Look Back!
Passion ignites when we look back at all the amazing things that have happened in our lives!
I will bless the Lord and not forget the glorious things he does for me. He fills my life with good things! (Psalm 103:1,3)
Have you seen any of the Draw My Life video clips on YouTube – where people draw the highlights of their lives.
There is a Harry Potter one…
A Gollum one…
A Superman one…
And of course, a Katnis Everdeen one from The Hunger Games.
Video: Get it on YouTube at:http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5IbGmA_4Ag
Activity: If you had to Draw Your Life – what would be some of the highlights so far? 
Fill in the first section of the handout.
2. Look Around!
Passion ignites when we look around at all the things that can help us move forward in life!
And we know that all that happens to us is working for our good if we love God and are fitting into his plans. (Romans 8:28)
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. (James 1:2-3)
One of teenagers posted this status update this week on Facebook: “Pain makes you stronger, tears make you braver, heartbreak makes you wise, so thank the past for a better future.”
Activity: What stepping stones do you have around you to a better life?
Fill in the second section of the handout.
3. Look Forward!
Passion ignites when we look forward to all the amazing things that can be in our future!
I forget about the things behind me and reach out for the things ahead of me. (Philippians 3:13)
“The secret of man's being is not only to live but to have something to live for.” (Fyodor Dostoyevsky)
What can you look forward to?
Falling in love
Having a baby…
Raising a son
Raising a daughter
Growing old with someone you love!
Climbing a mountain
Snowboarding
Skiing in the Alps
Skydiving
Bungy Jumping
Swimming with dolphins
Diving with sharks
Seeing a snow leopard in the wild
Eating doughnuts from Krispy Kreme in America!
Going to a serious theme park
Riding a Ferris wheel
Visiting an exotic location
Visiting New York
Swimming in the Dead Sea!
There is a great movie, The Bucket List, in which corporate billionaire Edward Cole and working class mechanic Carter Chambers have nothing in common except for their terminal illnesses, cancer. While sharing a hospital room together, they decide to do all the things they have ever wanted to do before they die according to their bucket list. In the process, both of them heal each other, become unlikely friends, and ultimately find joy in life. 
If you create a bucket list you will most definitely have something to live for – which will ignite passion in your life.
Activity: So grab a piece of paper and start making a bucket list of things you would like to do before you die!
Fill in the third section of the handout.
Now all you have to do is go and make those things happen – bring each item on your list to life as your life unfolds – and don’t give up until every items is checked off!!!
4. Look Up! 
Passion ignites when we LOOK UP to the one who can help us succeed!
Fix your eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith! (Hebrews 12:2)
Paul said in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
As President Snow said in the Catching Fire: “Hope is the only thing stronger than fear!”
God says: “I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Keep the handout with you this week and reflect on the words in the fourth quadrant.
You can live a beautiful and passionate life with God!
Just don’t look down and you will live with passion!
Prayer
Next week we will be exploring how to catch fire for learning.
