Fire Catchers Series – Week 4
Welcome to week 4 of The Fire Catchers Series! 
Last week we looked at how to catch fire for learning.
In life you have to learn like you’re a tribute about to complete in the Hunger Games.
We can discover so much about learning just by watching children: Children learn as they imitate, ask questions, imagine, fail, act, persist and laugh. 
Today we are going to explore Fire for Loving.
Video: Peeta Katniss All I Ever Think About – Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3P4wtH4FZRo
When a romantic interest appears on the horizon of our lives, we start to ask ourselves some questions that ultimately help us determine whether it is wise to invest in the relationship and get to know the person: the questions are something like:
Video: A clip of two “Boy-Meets-Girl” moments from Titanic and Twilight.
Sharing: What are some of the questions that are asked?
(1) Who is that?
(2) What have they done?
(3) What can they do for me?
(4) What can I do for them?
This happened in the Hunger Games between Katniss and Peeta.
(1) Who is he? When Katniss see’s Peeta she instinctively asks about who he is – where does he come from? She needs to know as much as possible about who he is.
Video: From the first Hunger Games movie (at 16:30) where Katniss and Peeta see each other at the reaping.
She learns that he is a baker’s son
Video: From the first Hunger Games movie  (at 21:40) where Katniss has a flashback about meeting Peeta earlier in her life.
He is the boy with the bread.
(2) What has he done? The next question Katniss instinctively asks explores what this person has done for her.
During the Hunger Games he looks after Katniss.
He can throw a weight ball like nobody else.
Video: From the first Hunger Games movie  (at 38:40) where Katniss has a second flashback and remembers that Peeta gave her bread.
He gave her hope.
Video: From the first Hunger Games movie  (at 55:50) where Peeta admits that he has serious feelings for Katniss.
(3) What can he do? The next question Katniss instinctively asks looks to the future to identify those things that this person can do for her. We want to spend our lives with someone who will add value to our lives and not someone who will be a liability – a drag on our time, energy and resources.
He will help me stay alive
Video: From the first Hunger Games movie (at 1:23:00) where Peeta saved Katniss’ life.
He can help me stay alive
Video: From the first Hunger Games movie (at 2:03:00) where Peeta offers to sacrifice his life so Katniss can win the games (the clip is an edited 2 minutes continuing to the end of the movie.)
He will always love me.
He will stay with me always.
He will grow old with me and love our kids.
(4) What can I do? When true love kicks in Katniss realises that it is not selfish and she looks for things that she can do for Peeta.
This morning I am going to show how there is something of a connection to our story from what we have explored in the Hunger Games between God and us. We grow up unaware of God and his love for us – and even have other love interests. Something happens and we encounter God.
(1) Who is God?
He is the beginning and the end – a loving spirit being who has existed forever. “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the one who is, who was and who is to come.” (Revelation 1:8)
He created the heavens and the earth. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)
He created all the creatures in the sea and on the land.
He created human beings in his own likeness. “Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us.” (Genesis 1:26).
He appeared in human form about 2000 years ago – born of a virgin – and lived among us for 33 years.
He was the kindest person who ever lived!
2. What Has He Done?
God the Father out of his love for the world sent his only son to earth to give us eternal life.
He died for us – the only way we could truly experience a relationship with God is by having the thing that separates us, sin, removed! Jesus did that through his death on the cross. “But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.” (Romans 5:8)
The Bible says: “There is no greater love than to lay down one's life for one's friends.” (John 15:13)
God loved us – long before we knew about it – and he accepted us unconditionally just as we are with all our faults.
3. What Can He Do?
He will win the battle against the evil one in our lives! “Greater is He who is in you than he Who is in the world.” (1 John 4:4)
He will guide us through life. “I am the Lord your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the way you should go.” (Isaiah 48:17)
He will give us a hope and a future! For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11)
Conversation with God 
Man: God, can I ask You a question?

God: Sure

Man: Promise You won't get mad .

God: I promise

Man: Why did You let so much stuff happen to me today?

God: What do u mean?

Man: Well, I woke up late

God: Yes

Man: My car took forever to start

God: Okay

Man: at lunch they made my sandwich wrong & I had to wait

God: Huummm

Man: On the way home, my phone went DEAD, just as I picked up a call

God: All right

Man: And on top of it all off, when I got home ~I just want to soak my feet in my new foot massager & relax. BUT it wouldn't work!!! Nothing went right today! Why did You do that?

God: Let me see, the death angel was at your bed this morning & I had to send one of My Angels to battle him for your life. I let you sleep through that

Man (humbled): OH

GOD: I didn't let your car start because there was a drunk driver on your route that would have hit you if you were on the road.

Man: (ashamed)

God: The first person who made your sandwich today was sick & I didn't want you to catch what they have, I knew you couldn't afford to miss work.

Man (embarrassed): Okay

God: Your phone went dead bcuz the person that was calling was going to give false witness about what you said on that call, I didn't even let you talk to them so you would be covered.

Man (softly): I see God

God: Oh and that foot massager, it had a shortage that was going to throw out all of the power in your house tonight. I didn't think you wanted to be in the dark.

Man: I'm Sorry God

God: Don't be sorry, just learn to Trust Me.. in All things , the Good & the bad.

Man: I will trust You.

God: And don't doubt that My plan for your day is Always Better than your plan.

Man: I won't God. And let me just tell you God, Thank You for Everything today.

God: You're welcome child. It was just another day being your God and I Love looking after My Children.

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge. (Ephesians 3:17-18)
(4) What Can I Do? My response to the love of God is to simply reach out my hand to him and receive the life that he gives to me.
And then I reach out to share his love with people around me!
So, do you know God?
Do you love God?
Stop running from God!
Stop hiding from God.
Stop fighting with God.
Stop cheating on God!
Just love God back!
Prayer
Next week we will be exploring fire for Listening.
