Fire Catchers Series – Week 6
Welcome to week 6 of The Fire Catchers Series! 

Last week we looked at developing a passion for listening.

We explored how listening in the Arena kept Katniss alive. She used her listening skills to avoid danger, to share information, to get information, to act quickly and to get resources.
We then explored what the Bible say about listening. The most important verse in the Bible on listening is this one: Let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger. (James 1:19)
We then applied what we had learnt about listening to different areas of our lives including listening to sounds, to people, to our conscience, to our leaders and to God.

This week we will be exploring fire for discipling or disciplemaking!

Hunger Games Activity: When teens enter the youth room they are seated in four quadrants – reflecting four Districts. Each person writes their name on a piece of paper and puts it in their District’s glass bowl. The Escort then pulls a name out the box for each district. The four Tributes come forward and compete in a challenge where each is given a bow and an arrow and Tributes are eliminated if they are hit by an arrow. Before they start – one team is given a mentor. The mentor is allowed to help the Tribute in any way they choose. 

So we are taking a closer look at the Hunger Games each week.

Each year the Hunger Games are held and each citizen of each district could be chosen to take part. Every citizen from each district’s name is placed on a piece of paper into the reaping bowl. An escort from the Capitol makes the draw and announces the name of the tributes who will represent that district in the Games. In the 74th Hunger Games the name of Primrose Everdeen is chosen. Her sister, Katniss, is in the crowd. And Katniss steps forward to volunteer in her sister’s place. To cut a long story short, Katniss and Peeta the two tributes from District 12, end up winning the won the 74th Hunger Games.

Sharing: What do you think helped Katniss win the 74th Hunger Games?

She had a great mentor: Haymitch

Haymitch worked with both Katniss and Peeta and definitely was a critical factor in their success.

How Did Haymitch Mentor Katniss!

1. He Gave Her Advice

He said: “Stay Alive” – pretty good advice if you are competing in the games where you can lose your life!

Video: HG Mentor 01 Shares Advice 1 (The Hunger Games from 24:46-26:35)

Video: HG Mentor 08 Gives Advice (The Hunger Games from 1:00:35-1:01:00)

Video: HG Mentor 14 First 2 Minutes in Arena (The Hunger Games from 1:05:25-1:06:45) – You can actually see in this clip that Katniss went against her instincts to go for the bow and arrow and listened to the advice of her mentor.

2. He Encouraged Her.

Video: HG Mentor 04 Gives Encouragement 1 (The Hunger Games from 45:00-46:03) 

3. He Spoke Honestly To Her.

Video: HG Mentor 05 Speaks Honestly (The Hunger Games from 48:30-49:24) 

4. He Believed In Her.

Video: HG Mentor 08 Shows Faith (The Hunger Games from 1:01:00-1:01:30)

5. He met her needs.

Video: HG Mentor 10 Watching and Organising Support (The Hunger Games from 1:17:57-1:18:42)

Video: HG Mentor 09 Sends Provision (1:19:02-1:20:08)

6. He Corrected Her.

Video: HG Mentor 12 Provides Correction (2:04:05-2:04:27)

How Did Haymitch Become a Mentor?

1. Haymitch the Citizen. In case you don’t know the back story, Haymitch started his life as a citizen in District 12. 

2. Haymitch the Tribute. He was chosen as a tribute to take part in the 50th Hunger Games. The 50th Hunger Games take place, operating under the unique rules of the second Quarter Quell: twice the regular number of tributes are selected during the reaping, resulting in a total of 48 tributes. Haymitch Abernathy from District 12 was a sixteen-year-old when he took part.

Video: Here is a video made of Haymitch’s victory in the 50th Hunger Games – it is a very short clip of the online version which is 10 minutes long. Get it on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7mUjssn86h4. Haymitch used his knowledge of a force field to lure the last remaining Tribute (a female from District 1) into a situation where she throws an axe at Haymitch’s head but he dodges it and the force field returns the axe into the arena, burying itself in her head and leaving Haymitch the victor. 
3. Haymitch the Victor. So Haymitch won the Second Quarter Quell (the 50th Hunger Games) and becoming known as a Victor.

4. Haymitch the Mentor. Ever since he has been a Mentor to Tributes from District 12. His responsibility is to prepare his Tributes for the Arena.

Okay, so it is Sunday morning at youth and you may be thinking: “What is the connection to my life???”

Jesus told his followers to go and make disciples of all nations. (Matthew 28:18-20)

There are great parallels between mentors and disciplemakers.

How Can We Be Disciplemakers?

Well, we were once Lost – we did not know Christ and lived as if He did not matter.

But God started working in our hearts and we began to seek after Him. The Lost became a Seeker!

When we realised that Jesus died for our Sins and offered us salvation we became a Disciple.

And at some point we start to realise that we can’t keep it to ourselves and that we need to become Disciplemakera – disciples who make disciples!

Can you see the process: Lost to Seeker to Disciple to Disciplemaker!

Why Should We Make Disciples?

1. We Care About the Lost
Everyone on earth has to respond to what Jesus did on the cross! Our choice will determine where we spend eternity. It will either be in Heaven or in Hell! The choice is in our hands!
It is as if our friends are drowning and we are the only onces who can save them…
Video: Drowning Friend. In this Ad Critic advert a friend stand by watching her friend drown. The question at the end of the video is: if your friend was drowning, you would save her, wouldn’t you?
2. We Obey Jesus
The Great Commission commands us to go and make disciples. “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

Disciples are called to follow Jesus – doing what he did – and he definitely made disciples!

3. We Pass it On: Pay it forward: We need to show some gratitude that someone discipled us by discipling someone else.

“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others.” (2 Timothy 2:2)

How Can We Make Disciples?

1. Identify a friend in your circle of influence and start to pray that God will lead them into a relationship with himself.
Activity: Go to the grafitti wall and write the name of one friend that you can focus on in the coming weeks.
2. Listen to your friends story.
Ask them: “Are you a Christian?” Then ask: “Why?”
3. Share Your Story. The next step is to share your story of how you became a follower of Jesus.
It is the before and after story of your life!
Talk about what your life was like before you met Jesus and how it changed after you met Jesus.
4. Tell God’s story.
Video: Gospel Grafitti – Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQvTNrS5bJU

(1) God exists forever – Father, Son and Holy Spirit in relationship.
(2) God creates the world – the sun and the moon, the earth and the planets, the flowers and the trees, the birds and the animals, the birds and and says: ”It is good!”
(3) God creates humans – he creates Adam and Even in his own likeness and says: ”It is very good!”
(4) They sin and reject God’s authority – God told them not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, but they listened to the devil rather than to what God had told them.
(5) They are separated from God. If they had eaten from the tree of life in the garden they would have lived apart from God forever – so God had to banish them from the garden and put an angel at the entrance to stop them returning.
(6) They try to please God through religion - but it could get them re-united with God.
(7) They end up in rebellion – all kinds of wickedness and evil is done by creatures who are moving further and further away from their Creator.
(8) But God has a plan to rescue them - God loves them too much to leave them without hope in the world.
(9) God sends his only son to die in their place – God sent his only Son to become a human being, to live a perfect life, to die as a sacrifice for their sins and rise again to give them eternal life.
(10) They are saved as they repent and believe – All they have to do is trust in Jesus alone for their salvation.
Jesus is offering salvation to your friends. “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.” (Revelation 3:20)
Jesus called people to follow him – and he is still calling people today to follow him – but today he is doing it through us.
You can ask them whether they are ready to trust in Jesus for salvation.
If they are ready, then here is what they need to do: 
(1) Admit you are a sinner – There is no one righteous, not even one ... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:10,23)
(2) Believe Jesus died for you - To all who receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. (John 1:12)
(3) Confess Jesus is Lord - If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9)
If they are ready to receive Jesus as their Saviour then you can have them pray this prayer – let them repeat each line after you:  “Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I'm a sinner. My good deeds can’t save me. I believe you died for my sins, to save me from sin and death. I receive you as my Lord and Saviour. Thank you for the free gift of eternal life.”
The next thing to deal with is assurance of Salvation. They need to know that God has accepted them because the Bible says: “To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become the children of God.” (John 1:12)
Prayer

Next week is our Sanctuary Sunday so we will stay down in church for the whole service.

The week after next we will be focusing on passion for leading people.

