Fire Catchers Series – Week 8
Welcome to week 8 of The Fire Catchers Series! 
Video: The Hunger Games Catching Fire - Official Teaser Trailer. Get it on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GXBI2R0VIA

Let’s rewind what we covered in this series so far…

Fire for Living

Fire for Learning

Fire For Loving God

Fire for Listening

Fire for Discipling

Fire for Leading

This week we are going to look at catching fire for Leaving a Legacy.

What is Legacy? Legacy is something that is handed down from one period of time to another. It can be good or bad: The invention of the wheel can be seen as something good while the development of slavery is a bad legacy. Some families pass objects and ideas down from generation to generation – these can be called legacies. Individuals can leave a historical legacy. Legacies are what we remember about a person or a country. What an individual or a country does today might, in the future, be regarded as being important enough to be thought of as a memorable legacy from the 21st Century. Legacy is a similar concept to inheritance or heritage – it is something we inherit from past generations and pass to our future generations. Usually heritage refers to material and economical inheritance, while legacy refers to immaterial and cultural inheritance. A legacy can be an amount of money or land passed down from someone who has died. A legacy can be anything passed down from someone who has gone before.

Let’s take a look at what the country of Panem was like BC – before Catniss (I mean Katniss) showed up…

There is the beautiful palace in which the president lives…

A stunning station where citizens can travel to anywhere within the world country…

But all is not well – the president is a fanatical dictator…

And people live in fear for their lives

They live in poverty that is crippling them and their familes – everything they produce is taken by the Capitol to meet the needs of the wealthy…

And it seems like the president is in total control of everything…

Crushing every hint of defiance…

But hang on, a rebellion is brewing and someone is rising up to bring change…

Katniss's Legacy

Share: What was Katniss’ legacy?

Before I start let me thank my incredible team of researchers for the work they did to help me with this section (Danielle and Shalom)!

1. Hope: Katniss’s actions brings hope to people living in the districts. If she can defy the Capitol sure there is they can believe that things can change no matter how impossible it may seem at present! The legacy Katniss leaves is one of hope and perseverance.
Video: Katniss Gives Hope. Get it on youTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-R3OGKrwG1w

People watched her during the training and in the games.

They saw that she had not given up hope for a better future…

And they were filled with hope as a result!

2. Courage: When Katniss stood up against the Capitol, campaigned against the games and pointed out the cruelty, injustice and wrongness in the Capitol's actions - people in Panem noticed it. She created courage in them and they came to believe that it was possible to rise up against the evil system that was oppressing them.

Video: From the first Hunger Games movie where Katniss’ signal sparks the revolution.

Despite the cruelty of the Capitol

The people found courage to fight back because they had watched Katniss defy the Capitol.

They realised that it could be done

And they took to the streets in defiance!

3. Freedom: After the assassination of President Coin (as we read at the third book in the trilogy) Katniss has had such influence that a number of changes have taken place. 

A new world of prosperity and equality for all is realised thanks to the legacy of Katniss.

Even the land has started growing back to what it was before the oppression began.

And the hunger games have been terminated and no longer take place so children and teens are not longer reaped and sent to their death.

Katniss's Legacy: She sparked the flames of the revolution that set people free, by pulling out the poisonous berries in defiance of the Capitol's rules and eventually becoming the Mockingjay, who stirred up the districts to work together to overthrow president Snow and the Capitol, to free Panem and lead it to the peace and prosperity it now enjoys.

I cannot help but think of Nelson Mandela’s legacy when I watch the Hunger Games movies.

Share: What was Mandela’s legacy?

What a life!

A man who spent 27 years in jail never doubting that the world could be changed…

A world in which public places were reserved for people based on the colour of their skin – like beaches…

Benches…

Busses…

Entrances…

If you were Black you had to carry a passbook around with you at all time.

And people brutality was everywhere…

Can you believe that someone actually said that: ”The white man is the master in South Africa, and the white man, from the very nature of his origins, from the very nature of his birth, and from the very nature of his guardianship will remain master in South Africa to the end.”

Finally the prisoner was released and what he had worked for became a reality.

Mandela took a long walk from Revolutionary to Prisoner to President!

Here is a video clip in which President Barak Obama talks about some of the legacy that Nelson Mandela left behind.

Video: Barak Obama speaks about Mandela’s legacy: Get it on YouBube at: http://on.aol.com/video/nelson-mandela---legacy-518039009

Our Legacy: What does the Bible have to say about the kind of legacy that we should have through our lives?

Choose to love the Lord your God and to obey him and to cling to him, for he is your life. You will then be able to live safely in the land the Lord promised your ancestors. (Deuteronomy 30:19-20)
We will not hide the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the wonders that he has done from our children, but tell them to the coming generation. (Psalm 78:4)
Lay up treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:20-21)
The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved. (John 17:20-25)

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort with complete patience and teaching. (2 Timothy 4:1)
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. There is waiting for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me and all who love his appearing. (2 Timothy 4:7-8)
Your Legacy?

Reflect: What will your legacy be? What do you want to be remembered for?

Video: The Emperor’s Club movie. A clip from 7:00 to 09:50 where the teacher speaks to his class about the impact that leaders have on the world. Watch it online at: http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/the-emperors-club/how-will-history-remember-you

How will the world be different because you lived?

How could God use you to leave a legacy that will benefit others?

1. Believe God will use you

“Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God.” (William Carey)

2. Volunteer when the time comes

"Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes. (Isaiah 52:2)

3. Start preparing for the future

You need to push the envelope – go beyond the norm – do something that is outside the real of what is possible!

4. Don’t give up when it gets tough

What if she had never volunteered?

What if she had run away with Gale?

What if YOU don’t step up?

What if YOU run away?

God is calling you to act…

People are looking to you…

Put your hand up…

Join with others…

Do whatever it takes…

Make a difference…

Aim at something…

Start a fire…

Spark a revolution…

Leave a legacy!

Video: Matthew McConaughey’s acceptance speech for best actor at the 2014 Oscar ceremony. Get it on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pK8CBDvNGqo

What will you be remembered for?
Prayer
Next week is our split Sunday.
