Fire Starters - Week 1
Welcome to our Sunday morning series at His Youth in the second term of 2014. This is the Fire starters series where we will be learning how to become disciplemakers.
Today, in week 1, we will be looking at why we should make disciples.
Next Sunday we will be meeting on the top of Northcliff Hill at 6am for our Easter Sunday sunrise service and then coming to church for the 8:30 to 9:30 service.
In week 2 of this series we will explore how to make disciples.
We will have a break over the holiday week during the first week of May and will stay in the sanctuary for the whole service.
In week 3 we will look at the importance of listening to their story of someone we are discipling.
In week 4 you will learn how to tell your story.
In week 5 you will get really practical as you practise telling you’re your story.
We will interrupt our series for a split Sunday for guys and girls to be taught separately.
In week 6 you will get learn how to share God’s story.
In week 7 you will get really practical as you practise sharing God’s story.
In week 8 you will learn how to release God encounters in your disciplemaking.
So, fasten your seat belts as we kick off with 1 of the Fire Starters series.
You must have heard about the latest movie phenomenon, Divergent, that premiered in South African on the 4th of April 2014. Here is the final trailer that was released before the movie opened in cinemas.
Video: Final Divergent movie trailer. Get it on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=336qJITnDi0
So in this futuristic world, set in a rather run down Chicago, a disastrous war has brought about the creation of a system to ensure peace and prosperity 
Society has been divided into five factions – each one devoted to a different human virtue…
There is Amity, Abnegation, Candor, Dauntless and Erudite.
The main character in the movie, Beatrice Prior has grown up in the Abnegation faction.
But in the year that you turn 16 you have to take an aptitude test to see which faction you should choose.
But she has turned 16 and is about to make a transition which leads to an emotional scene between her, and her brother Caleb and her parents.
Choosing Ceremony Day has arrived…
All the 16 year olds make to way to this auditorium where they sit in their current factions
With their parents in the faction of their childhood…
They wait until their name is called out, approach the five bowls, cut their hand and drop some blood into one of the bowls.
Beatrice makes a startling choice as she steps away from the faction of her parents, Abnegation and chooses to join the Dauntless faction.
Before long she is running through the streets with a rather wild bunch of Dauntless faction members heading towards a wild adventure and an uncertain future.
I am not going to spoil the story for you – in case you are still going to read the books or watch the movie – but I do want to take a closer look at the role that the Instructor plays in the life of the Initiate! The instructor has 4 key responsibilities towards the initiate:
(1) The instructor welcomes the initiate…
Video: First Jumper. Get it on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQLd_etD5RY
(2) The instructor coaches the initiate – his role is to teach the initiate how to use her fists…
How to fire a weapon
How to jump on and off moving trains
How to stay alive in the fights: He often takes her aside just before a crucial stage in her training to give her some valuable words of advice that keep her alive and progressing to become a member of the faction.
(3) The instructor encourages the initiate. The Instructor often has to encourage the initiate who can become discouraged when things are not going too well.
Video: Advice from a mentor. Get it on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0xXbL6n9qI
In one scene she expressed a fear that people are out to kill her but he reassures her that he will not let that happen!
He even says that she is now part of his family.
(4) The Instructor inspires the Initiate!
Video: Tobias reveals his five tattoos. Get it on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zgzqKLPlEs
In the first book in the trilogy, Tobias says: “I think we've made a mistake. We've all started to put down the virtues of the other factions in the process of bolstering our own. I don't want to do that. I want to be brave, and selfless and honest and smart and kind.”
The Divergent are those who don’t just fit into one factions, but they are a blend of different factions!
Wanted: Instructors for the kingdom of God!
We need disciplemakers who will welcome, coach, encourage and inspire their peers into the kingdom.
Share: Who has been your instructor/discipler as a Christian?
Some of the last words that Jesus spoke were these: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you…” (Matthew 28:18-20). There are three reasons why believers need to become disciplemakers:
1. Disciplemaking is God’s plan to redeem men and women to Himself.
2. Disciplemaking is our response to the great commission of Jesus.
3. Disciplemaking is the best solution for transformation.
Here is the vision statement of our church: We see lives, communities and society transformed through discipleship in the Word, the Presence and the Power of God.
What Is Discipleship?
"Come, follow me, Jesus said, and I will make you fishers of men." (MATTHEW 4:19). Jesus initiated discipleship, it is not man's idea or the church's original plan—it was God's. We make disciples because we have come to know Him personally and have been won over to join in His work of inviting others to a relationship with Him.
1. Discipleship is a call to Follow Jesus. Jesus called the first disciples to follow him – to leave what they were doing and go where he was going, watch what he was doing and do what he did! 
2. Discipleship is a call to Fellowship with other believers. Jesus calls us to come and follow him in community – we don’t just follow on our own, but connect with other believers who are also on a journey of following Jesus.
3. Discipleship is a call to Fish for people. Jesus calls us to fish or reach out to our peers so they too can become followers of Jesus.
Discipleship, therefore, is a call to build relationships on three levels: with God, God's people, and lost people.
So, are you up for the challenged of being a disciplemaker? You can inspire someone to change their life and the world for the sake of the kingdom! Take a look at this video clip where Tobias inspires Tris…
Video: Tobias inspires Trish. Get it on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=46xzmKOWJH8
Prayer
Next Sunday is Easter Sunday so we will be having a sunrise service at 6am on the top of Northcliff Hill – at the Water Tower before heading to church for the 8:30 morning service in the Sanctuary.
