Fire Starters - Week 2
Welcome to our Sunday morning series at His Youth in the second term of 2014. This is the Fire starters series where we are learning how to become disciplemakers.

Last week we looked at why we should make disciples and we saw that disciplemaking is God’s plan to redeem men and women to himself. We also learnt that discipleship has three components: It is a call to: (1) Follow Jesus. 

(2) Fellowship with other believers; and (3) Fish for people. 

This week we will be explore how to make disciples.

Jesus used to love telling parables – they were earthly stories with a heavenly meaning. If Jesus was here this morning, he would possible tell a story like the one I am going to tell this morning.

It is a story of radical transformation where a young girl goes from Beatrice to Tris!

A story where she goes from one faction (Abnegation) to another (Dauntless). There is a heavenly story in this early story – because actually this is a story of who we can be involved in effective disciplemaking.

As I tell the story I want you to learn how to make disciples! You will discover a four-step process for disciplemaking.

You will learn about four key words – all starting with an E and each has a unique symbol!

PHASE 1 – okay, I am jumping ahead in the story by showing this pic – so let’s back up a bit!

A long time ago (oops, I mean a hundred years into the future) the Prior family sit around the dinner table and give thanks for what they are about to receive. 

They live in a world where society has been divided into five faction. 

The Abnegation faction tend to be selfless, unflashy as evidenced by their rather drab clothing which makes them stand out from people around them – like the members of the Erudite faction seen dressed in blue around them here.

But the day comes when she turns 16 when Beatrice has to make a choice to either stay in the faction of her birth or…
…choose a different faction. She almost choses to stay in the faction of her birth but dramatically she decides to leave the safety and comfort of the faction of her childhood by choosing to join the Dauntless faction.

She was welcomed into her new faction with great applause and as soon as the ceremony ended she went running through the streets with a rather wild bunch of Dauntless faction members

heading towards a wild adventure and a brand new future.

She jumps onto a train but suddenly realises that the train does not stop and that she has to jump off the moving train onto a building!

And she and another transfer to the Dauntless faction, Christina decide that they have to jump onto the rooftop. Dramatic stuff.

You think that is bad – next minute they are standing on the edge of a building and…
…she is expected to leap into the unknown – hoping that in the dark hole beneath you there will be something to catch her so she doesn't die!

After what seems like falling forever she lands in a safety net.
And a kind face says, “Welcome to Dauntless!” He asks her for her name and suddenly Beatrice does not sound right so she shortens it to Tris!

Turns out that his name is Tobias and he is there to show them around and orientate them for their new life in Dauntless.

Soon the new members of Dauntless are enjoying hamburgers and chocolate cake together

And welcomed into the new family!

Okay, let’s pause our story right there for a minute. I said that this was an earthly story with a heavenly meaning or a spiritual truth – what can we learn so far about how to making disciples?

The first step is to Engage with someone who need to move from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light.
And welcomed into the new family!

Okay, let’s pause our story right there for a minute. I said that this was an earthly story with a heavenly meaning or a spiritual truth – what can we learn so far about how to making disciples?

The first step is to Engage with someone who need to move from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light.
In Luke 15 Jesus is criticised for hanging out with sinners – so he tells a parable about leaving the 99 and going out to look for the one lost sheep. He says that there is great rejoicing in heaven when that happens.
Everyone is born into the kingdom of darkness
And they have to make a choice to either stay in that faction or change to the kingdom of light!
Their decision will mean that they either spend eternity in Heaven or in Hell!
They have to respond to what Jesus did on the cross for them.
Their future is in their hands!
Kinda like what we saw in Divergent where through the shedding of blood you change factions.

But they find themselves in a desperate situation – they cannot save themselves!
You can help!
Engage Step 1: Engage with a Friend – just do stuff with them – everyday fun and ordinary stuff!
Watch a movie
Hang out at the mall
Share a video
Study together
Jam together
Play a game
Engage Step 2: Start a Conversation – get to know them a little.
Engage Step 3: Invite them to an engage event – like Friday night at youth. You could take one of the term planners and give it to them.
Engage Step 4: Listen To Their Story. In two weeks time we will spend the whole morning looking at how to do this so I won’t say anything more about it today.
Engage Step 5: Tell Them Your Story – in week 4 of this series we will be learning how to write and share our testimonies.
Engage Step 6: Tell Them God's Story. In week 5 of this series we will look at how to share the gospel with people who are not yet in a relationship with Jesus.
Okay, let’s get back to the Divergent story…

PHASE 2 – Tris has made the transition from her old faction, Abnegation, to the new one, Dauntless, but there are at least three tasks she has to face!

Task #1: She has to Change Her Thinking. For 16 years she has been taught and adopted the way of thinking of her bird faction, Abnegation. But everything has change – she is now Dauntless and has to learn how to think like a Dauntless member thinks. Fortunately there is a Manifesto that she can learn: “We believe that cowardice is to blame for the world’s injustices. We believe that sometimes we must fight for peace. We believe in acknowledging and facing our fear. We believe in freedom from fear, in denying fear the power to influence our decisions. We believe in ordinary acts of bravery, in the courage that drives one person to stand up for another. We believe in shouting for those who can only whisper, in defending those who cannot defend themselves. We believe in bold words and bold deeds.”

Task #2: She has to Change her Lifestyle. Beatrice grew up in the Abnegation faction as you can see in the pic of her on the left, but it did not take long before she radically changed her appearance – it is like she became a different person. Hey, maybe she did – she even changed her name!

Task #3: She has to Confront her Fears. In order for Tris to become Dauntless she had to confront her fears and learn how to control them.

Dauntless initiates were given a drug, which caused them to be confronted by their worst fears – it is called the Fear Landscape. As the drug took effect they began to experience situations that replicated each of their fears.

In her first situation she was harassed by crows which refers to her fear of being powerless. 

In her second situation she finds herself in a glass box being that is filling up with water. Surrounding her are her fellow initiates, friends and enemies together, watching and laughing as she almost drowns. She remembers being told that the simulations are only in their minds, and she realizes that if it is not real, and must be able to control the simulation. She cracks the glass and wakes up from her simulation. (Note: Her other four fear simulations were being burned on a stake by Peter, drowning in the middle of an ocean, watching her family bleed to death and shooting them while she was held at gunpoint. 

Okay, let’s pause the story there and see how it applies to our disciplemaking process!

The second step in the disciplemaking process is to Establish the disciple.
Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. (Matthew 7:24-25)
We will never make it through the storms that come in life unless we are standing on a firm foundation!
Establish Step 1: Invite Them To An Establish Event.
Some of you might remember the Giant Slayer’s series where we learnt how to deal with giants in our lives.
There was the Time Travellers series where we travelled through the Bible story.

Or the Treasure Hunters series where we discovered incredible treasure within us.
Or the Fire Catchers series where we had our passion rekindled!

And most importantly get them to attend our Call to Victory series that we present every 2 years – it will help them to live in victory!
Establish Step 2: Invite Them to School SCA. A great option is get them to attend the Christian group at your school that meets during break!
Okay, let’s get back to the Divergent story…

Tris is now ready for PHASE 3 of her training to be Dauntless – where initiates learn skills that will help them act as Dauntless members:
* She learns how to throw knives

* How to fire a weapon

* How to punch with force

* How to defend herself in unarmed combat

* And of course, how to jump on or off trains.

These are all vital skills she had to learn if she was going to be able to graduate as a member of Dauntless

Okay, let’s pause the story there and see how it applies to our disciplemaking process!

The third step in the disciplemaking process is to Equip the disciple.
Jesus said to people that he was going to disciple: “Come, follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matthew 4:19). His goal was to equip them to be disciplemakers themselves.
Equip Step: Invite Them To An Equip Event.
Make sure they attend a Making Disciples Course series when it is next presented.
Or a Fire Builders series like we are presenting in Term 3 to learn how to start and run a small group.

Okay, let’s get back to the Divergent story…

Finally Tris reaches the end of her training.

Tris was never meant to stay a Dauntless initiate her whole life. The whole focus was to empower her to take a role in society as a member of the Dauntless faction.

Some of them new members get to protect the city from threats.

While some are sent to watch over the Factionless – the outcasts of society.

Okay, let’s pause the story there and see how it applies to our disciplemaking process!

The fourth step in the disciplemaking process is to Empower the disciple.
Empower Step 1: Lead a Small Group
Empower Step 2: Become a Disciplemaker
Empower Step 3: Become a Gamemaker
Well, that is it for today – I trust you have learned a lot about what it takes to makes disciples!

Prayer

Next Week is our Sanctuary Sunday.

And the week after that, in week 3 of the Fires Starters series we will look at the importance of listening to the story of the person we are discipling.

