Fire Starters - Week 5
Welcome to another week in our Fire Starters series where we are learning how to become disciplemakers.

Rewind: 

How do we start the disciplemaking process with a friend? Last week we looked at the acronym S.A.L.T.
Start a Conversation.
Ask Questions.
Listen To Their Story.
Tell Your Story.

Tell God's Story.
Last week we looked at telling our story.

You learnt that your testimony is the story of what Jesus did for you and how He changed your life. It’s a verbal declaration of what you have seen, heard and experienced.

This week we are going to get really practical as you write and practise telling you’re your story.

Last week we learnt that our story is the before and after story of our life!
It is a story of before and after we met Jesus.
Today we are going to add a third component – When I Met Jesus. This means that an effective salvation testimony has three components:

1. Before I Met Jesus: How was my life before I encountered Christ and the gospel? 

2. When I Met Jesus: What brought me to the point of acknowledging as my Lord and Savior?

3. After I Met Christ: How is my Life different as a result of meeting Christ? 

The Story of Paul in the Bible. We are going to take a closer look at the life of Paul and see how his story fits into this format. 
We first meet Paul when he is approving of how Stephen, a follower of Jesus, is stoned to death. 
When Paul Met Jesus – In Acts 9, Paul has a dramatic encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus and become a follower of Jesus.
When we see Paul after his meeting with Jesus we are amazed at how radically that encounter changed his life!
How do you write your story?
Some guidelines for writing your story: (1) Short (keep to to less than 100 words); (2) Simple (avoid Christianese or religious language); (3) Clear (use just one main theme) and (4) Humble (don’t come across arrogant or proud).
Some questions to help you write your story: (1) Before I Met Jesus – What were you struggling with  before you met Jesus and how did that affect your feelings, attitudes, actions and relationships? (2) When I Met Jesus – What made you turn to Jesus as a solution to your needs? (3) After I met Jesus - How did you begin to change after you met Jesus?  What other benefits have you experienced since becoming a Christian? Do it! Spend the next 10-15 minutes writing your story!
Evaluating  Your Story: Check your story by asking the following questions:
Is it honest?
Does it honor God
Does it respect people?
Is it consistent with the Bible? 
Is it about my journey?
Are there concrete examples?
Can you tell it with conviction? 
Practise: Let’s practise sharing our story by dividing into pairs and sharing it with each other.
Challenge: The challenge for this week is to share your story with at least one person.
Prayer

Next week we will interrupt our series for a split Sunday for guys and girls to be taught separately.

