Giant Slayer Week 3
Welcome to week 3 of the Giant Slayer series. In this series we are exploring five giants that must be slain! In the first week we looked at how to slay the giant of Doubt!

How do you slay the giant of Doubt? (1) See your situation through God’s eyes. (2) Believe that God is bigger than the situation. (3) Power up for battle with Bible verses, personal words of prophecy and songs that we sing in church.

Last week we looked at how to slay the giant of Fear.

How do you slay the giant of Fear? (1) Trust God – Believe that God will take care of you! (2) Ask for Help – You can show that you trust God by asking Him for his help when you are afraid. (3) Arm Yourself – You must put on the armour of God to slay the Giant of fear.

This week we are looking at how to slay the giant of Conformity!
God told his people through Moses: “When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, do not imitate the detestable ways of the nations there.” (Deuteronomy 18:9)
The Left-handed Judge (Judges 1-3). When the people entered the promised land things went well for a while and they enjoyed prosperity and a good relationship with God. Sadly they soon began to worship the idols of their neighbours and imitate their evil ways. God allowed them to be captured by the Moabites and they were enslaved once again. God heard their prayers for help and he raised up a deliverer from the tribe of Benjamin – a tribe known for being left-handed. When king Eglon demands tribute from the benjamites, a man named Ehud stepped forward. He saiad: “Let me deliver the gold to this tyrant.” He tied his dagger to his right leg. Ehud delivered the Benjamite’s gold and turned to leave. Then he said: “Oh, wait! I almost forgot. God has a message for you. But it’s a secret; I have to tell you privately.” The king commanded everybody to get out after making sure he did not have a weapon. The guards searched the left side of his body for a weapon, but they didn’t seach his other side, never suspecting he might be left-handed. After the guards left, Ehud approached Eglon on the throne and said: “This is God’s message for you.” Ehud stabs king Eglon in the belly, but Eglon is so fat that Ehud can’t pull his sword back out. The fat of Eglon’s stomach covers up the handle completely. Quickly Ehud locks the doors of the upper room and then sneaks out through the sewer system. The smell in the room is do bad that Eglon’s servants think he is going to the bathroom. So no one discovers the assassination for many hours. 

When the Israelites were about to enter the land of Canaan, God gave them strict instructions about how they were to live in the land: “So do not act like the people of Canaan, where I am taking you. You must not imitate their way of life.” (Leviticus18:3) “Their sons and their daughters they sacrificed to the idols of canaan”
They did not obey the Lord, and the result was catastrophic: “Finally, in the ninth year of King Hoshea's reign, Samaria fell, and the people of Israel were exiled to Assyria. They were settled in colonies in Halah, along the banks of the Habor River in Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. This disaster came upon the people of Israel because they worshiped other gods. They sinned against the LORD their God, who had brought them safely out of Egypt and had rescued them from the power of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. They had followed the practices of the pagan nations the LORD had driven from the land ahead of them, as well as the practices the kings of Israel had introduced.” (2 Kings 17:6-8)
Clearly the Israelites encountered the giant of conformity and I am sure that you have met him before!

Here is a picture that speaks to me of conformity – or even of peer pressure. It seems that even bears are tempted to do stupid things sometime!!!
But Peer pressure is real!!!
There is a powerful scene in the movie Dead Poet’s Society (chapter 12) where three boys are told to take a walk while the other boys watch – they soon start walking in step and everyone claps in time. The teach challenges the boys about how they are tempted to conform. 

Here are some extracts from the teachers speech to the boys: Everyone started off with their own stride and pace. Conformity: The difficulty in maintaining your own beliefs in the face of others. We all have a great need for acceptance but you must trust that your beliefs are unique, your own, even though others may think them odd or unpopular or the herd go: “That’s bad!” Find your own walk! Swim against the stream.

The giant is sometimes called Peer Pressure! Here are some situations you may have encountered him:
Shopping for the latest fashions
Smoking
Drinking
Gossiping
Downloading and sharing music illegally
Downloading and watch movies illegally
Swearing
Xenophobia
What about idols – false gods –  that we are tempted to serve? I doubt they are actual idols from false religions! 

More likely pop idols
The god of materialism
The god of technology
Share: How have you been tempted to conform to the world around you?
Our key passage of Scripture today is found in the book of Romans chapter 12 and verse 1 and 2.
Romans 12:2: Because of God’s mercy, offer your body as a living sacrifice, do not conform to the world, but be transformed by renewing your mind.
Let’s say it together: Because of God’s mercy. Offer your body. As a living sacrifice. Don’t conform to the world. But be transformed. By renewing your mind.
Giant wants you to conform to the pattern of this world!
”Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its mold.” Romans 12:2 (Philips) – this translation of Romans 12:2 uses the word Squeeze for the word conform.
Another way of translating this phrase is: “Do not be shaped by this world”. (Romans 12:2)
And another is: “Do not conform to the world.” (Romans 12:2)
And still another: “Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking.” Romans 12:2 (The Message)

Even the movie Camp Rock challenges us not to Fit In but to Stand Out.

So giant wants you to conform to the pattern of this world, but…
God wants you to transform the world!
Who knows what this is? Yes, it is a thermometer and it measures the temperature in the area around it. It is changed by the world around it!
And this? It is a thermostat and it s used to change the temperature in the room. It controls temperature. It is connected to a power source – a furnace that will bring heat.
What are you? Thermometer? Thermostat? 
Satan wants you to be a conformer. Jesus wants you to be a transformer.
We are conformed when the would molds us from the outside through fads, jokes, words, dirty stories, styles, habits, movies, music, etc.
We are transformed when the Lord changes us from the inside through love, joy, peace, patience, self-control, satisfaction, etc.
Don’t let the world CONFORM you from the outside – let the Lord TRANSFORM you from the inside.
How do you slay the giant of Conformity? 
1. Offer Your Body (make a commitment to live your life as a living sacrifice unto the Lord – determined to be holy and pleasing to God. 
Romans 12:1 says we are to: “Offer our body as a living sacrifice – holy and pleasing to God.”

As Christians we are supposed to be the Walking Dead. Galatians 2:20 says: “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.”

“As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:14-16)

1 Thessalonians 4:3 says that God wants us to be holy and completely free from sexual immorality.
I dare you to be holy!
I double dare you to different!
Stand out in the crowd – have a different attitude to those around you.
Here is a radical prayer you can pray right now asking God to transform you! 
Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. 
Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work may be holy. 
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love only what is holy. 
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy. 
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy. Amen.
By Saint Augustine of Hippo
How do you slay the giant of Conformity? Firstly, you offer our body. Secondly, you…
2. Renew Your Mind – get into the Word – read it and apply it to your life. 
Romans 12:2 says we are transformed by the renewing of our minds.
“Don’t become like the people of this world. Instead, change the way you think. Then you will always be able to determine what God really wants—what is good, pleasing, and perfect.” (Romans 12:2)

Some people seriously need physical training if they are going to have a good physique.
We need training for our mind… 
Godly training in the Word of God!
“Your word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against you.” (Psalm 119:11) – Wow, so if I read God’s Word and commit it to memory, it will stop me from sinning!

“There’s nothing like the written Word of God for showing you the way to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way or another: showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live God’s way. Through the Word we are put together and shaped up for the tasks God has for us.” (2 Timothy 3:16)

D.L. Moody once said, “This book will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from this book.

But you actually have to read the Bible!

Share: Ask the person next to you: What is your plan to read the Bible in the next week?

How do you slay the giant of Conformity? Firstly, you offer our body. Secondly, you renew your mind and thirdly, you…
(3) Use Your Hands - Make a Difference in the world around you.
We are Transformed to Serve - The next set of verses in our passage in Romans 12 challenges those who are transformed to start serving!
“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble and keep on praying. “Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” (Romans 12:10-13)
It is time to put your hand up!
Get off the couch!
Do something!
Start something!
Build an ARK – by doing an Act of Random Kindness.
One idea can change the world. Two hands can change the world. You can change the world. You have the power to live your dreams. Your dreams can change the world. 
The question is: Will you make a difference?
How do you slay the giant of conformity? (1) Offer Your Body - Make a commitment to live your life as a living sacrifice unto the Lord, determined to be holy and pleasing to God. (2) Renew Your Mind – Get into the Word, read it and apply it to your life. (3) Use Your Hands - Make a Difference in the world around you.
We sing a really cool song in church sometimes called: We Will Not Conform. It is based on a story in the book of Daniel. I will play the song when we are finished this morning. Here are the words to the song: We will not conform, even if it be the norm. We will not bow down, bow only to the holy one. Set apart victorious, righteous glorious. Blood of the conquering king it flows in us. We will not be shaken, we will not be moved. We will not conform, even if it be the norm. We will not bow down, bow only to the holy one. We are yours, we are yours. Akekho onjengawe Bawo, akekho, akekho. (There is none like you Father, there is none, there is none). Set our eyes on things above, move in faith and love. A holy chosen people rising up. Jesus is our vision, his Kingdom come our mission. We will not conform, for such a moment we were born. We will not bow down can throw us in the fire now. By Langa Mbonambi 

Here is one last Bible story for the morning…it is from the book of Daniel. A king builds a statue of himself and commands people to bow down to it or be thrown into a fiery furnace. Three believers decide they are not going to do it – they refuse to bow down! They are thrown into the furnace but not a hair on their body is burned and a fourth figure appears in the furnace with them. The kind has them released and assures their protection!
Prayer
In a few weeks time we will learn how to slay the giant of Procrastination!

