MAKING AN IMPACT FOR GOD

The week of Holiday club had been both exhilarating and exhausting. It has given a group of teenagers and adults a chance to significantly impact the lives of children. I remember about ten says ago wondering whether we would get enough leaders and helpers to be able to successfully run the club. I must be honest and say that at one point I put my head down on my desk and prayed: "God, I can't run this club on my own. If you don't bring in workers then we are doomed." It seemed like so many people were going to be out of town, or many would wonder whether they are capable of being involved.  

Then the training weekend began and it was with nervous anticipation that I set our 20 chairs in the lower hall. Again I prayed - God please send workers! Can you imagine how thrilled we were when we had to grab another 4 chairs!!!

Just when you think that all was okay, I remember putting up a list of club portfolios on the overhead and just sensed that a lot of people were looking at it and saying, "I can't handle any of that! I am just an ordinary person! How can God use me this weekend. If only I had been to Baptist Theological College!  If only I had been to the two month SANSSA training course!" Why me Lord!!! Surely You can't use me!

Now as I look back on the club I stand amazed at the way in which God used us with the kids who came to the Holiday Bible Club.

Let me ask you a question: Does God have a plan for planet earth? Does he want to involve you the fulfilment of His purposes for humankind?

There is an Old Testament story that some of us may remember from Sunday School. It's the story of Gideon. We used to sing a song about him: Brave Gideon had three hundred men, the Midianites had a host. He won the battle with the Midianites, for Gideon had the Lord. " This story tells us something about God at work on earth. In fact the story says more say about God than about Gideon! If you have ever wondered whether God can use you, then this message is for you. 


Read: Judges 6:1-16 


Gideon - brave? No Way! Yesterday I took my family off to a live filming of MTN Gladiators - now those are brave men and women!!! I don't think that Gideon would have stood much of a chance against Granite or any of the other Gladiators for that matter! When we meet him in Judges 6 he is nervously thrashing in his father's winepress the little wheat that the marauding Midianites had left behind. Usually wheat was thrashed out in the open in the wind, but we find Gideon hiding away - living and working in fear! You see the Israelites were having a hard time with the Midianites who had teamed up with two other armies. Every year during their seven year oppression they would attack. No one had been able to break this cycle of war and oppression. 

What is encouraging for me about God using Gideon is the realisation that God often chooses unlikely people to advance His cause in the world! But more of that later!

Check out for a moment how God prepares Gideon:

1. God Identifies Potential in Gideon

He sends an angel who calls him a mighty hero (6:12). Obviously God is not talking about what Gideon is already - but about what he would become. God saw latent qualities of leadership lurking within Gideon. His might would come from a mighty God (6:14). Gideon had a sense of inadequacy and a misunderstanding of God's method. God wanted to use him even though he was from a small and seemingly insignificant family (6:15).

2. God Deals with Gideon's Doubts

The message from the angel leaves Gideon filled with doubt and unbelief (6:13). Remember, the Midianites had teamed up with two other armies, and for the first documented time in history they used camels in their attack. Can you imagine being the first army of foot soldiers to defend yourselves against sword wielding soldiers towering over you on drooling and snorting camels!!! Just to make sure that this is really God speaking to him, Gideon asks God for three signs. He sets out to make it almost impossible for his requests to be answered, but God grants each one (6:17-18; 36-38; 39-40).

3. God Gives Gideon a Private Test

God first called Gideon to make a difference at home first - to desecrate the shrine and altar of Baal on his father's property, to demolish the surrounding grove and erect an altar to God and offer one of his father's bulls on it as a sacrifice (6:25,26). To obey this would be dangerous (6:27 - he did it at night! Is this the mighty Brave Gideon at work again, under cover?). He was asked to rebuke his father, his relatives and his neighbours who worshipped at the shrine - they would not be thrilled! His personal courage, religious belief and family loyalty were all challenged. His actions nearly got him killed, but his father was influenced by Gideon's faith. God was preparing Gideon for a stiffer battle - against the Midianites, the Amalekites and the "children of the east". He would use Gideon to plan a counter-offensive (6:34,35). 

4. God Provides the Battle Strategy

I said earlier that this was God's battle - he was going to fight the Midianites - and would use Gideon to accomplish His purposes! Verse 34 literally reads: "The spirit of the Lord clothed himself with Gideon." Or as a scholar has said: "The Spirit of the Lord became incarnate in Gideon, who then became the extension of the Lord." This was God using a normal human being to accomplish His purposes! Gideon decides to create his own battle strategy himself. He will use 32 000 soldiers to fight the 135 000 strong army. The odds aren't great, but maybe they can do it! But God says they have too many men (7:2): The LORD said to Gideon, "You have too many men for me to deliver Midian into their hands. In order that Israel may not boast against me that her own strength has saved her". Notice here that God does not want people to boast when they have been used by him - this is why he chooses to do something that can only be attributed to His intervention! Even though this seems absurd, Gideon obeys God and allows his army to be radically reduced. When Gideon sees his army demobilising - he starts to panic. Then God lets him hear about a prophetic dream that helps to calm his fears (7:12-15). 

Notice in passing how God selects the troops for battle:

A. God, not Gideon selects the favourite warriors - God is preparing the army!

B. God looked for quality, not quantity in His army - handpicked: disciplined, alert and courageous. God usually uses a few people to accomplish His purposes.

C. God tests those He is going to use. There were two tests here: (1) The Test of Timidity (7:3). 22 000 men slipped away - those without a heart for battle went home to watch MTN Gladiators on TV. (2) The Test of Discipline (7:4-7). Only 300 remained behind - those who kept an eye on the enemy while they drank. 

These 300 men would fight against 135000 - that means they were outnumbered 450 to 1. Militarily, this is suicide! To add to this absurd situation, these men would not take weapons to fight, but fragile pitchers, flaming torches and trumpets. Today we would call this psychological warfare. The men were divided into three groups of a 100 that approached the enemy camp from different directions. At the pre-arranged signal, each broke the pitcher to reveal the torch and blew their trumpets. The surprise attack, the lights coming from all directions and the blaring of the trumpets threw the Midianites into such confusion and panic that they killed each other (7:21). By the time the dust settled on the battle field the land was liberated from the oppressors. 

What are the implications of this story? What message can you take home with you tonight? 

1. God is at Work in the World

He is concerned about people and wants to use people to reach them. They may be people that you work, school or live with. All around us there are people that God is wanting to draw to Himself! He is at work reconciling the world to himself as we read in 2 Corinthians 5.

2. God can use One Person to Change a Nation

One person can influence a whole nation when controlled by the Spirit of God. That person does not need to come from a significant family. They do not even need to be fearless. But they do need to obey God's leading and be willing to risk all for Him!!! 

3. God uses People who are Aware of Their Weakness

In fact, God can only use people when they realise they are weak - not before! As long as I rely on my own strength, I will be a hopeless failure. But when I look to God and to His strength, the possibilities are endless. 

There is a special message to those who, like Gideon, step forward to be used by God

· 
The Consciousness of God's Commission - "Am I not sending you?" (Judges 6:14)

The Consciousness of Divine Companionship - "I will be with you" (Judges 6:16) 

Notice the parallel here to Matthew 28:18,29: Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

Those of us who were involved in the holiday club this week can testify to how God used us even though we felt inadequate as we contemplated the task ahead of us. Maybe some people considered helping and, like Gideon concluded that they were not suitable. 

The next time God invites us to join Him in the fulfilment of some aspect of his mission on earth I pray that we will remember the story of Gideon and be willing to be used by him to make an impact in the world. 

Don't be like some of the Bible characters who found excuses why God could not use them: 

Moses: I can't speak in front of people!

Gideon: I am nobody special!
Jonah: I don't like working with them!

Isaiah: I am sinful!
Jeremiah: I am too young!

Peter: I have let you down!

The gospel band Petra wrote a song a few years back with these words: "I am available, I will go when you say go." If this is your attitude then God can use you! I don't know when or how He'll choose to use you, but I know that if you are available He will use you to make a difference in your home, your school, your community, in our national or even internationally.

GOD'S COMMISSION

"Am I not sending you?"
Judges 6:14
DIVINE COMPANIONSHIP

"I will be with you"

Judges 6:16
Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go (Commission) and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always (Companionship), to the very end of the age."

Matthew 28:18,29
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