
God	appeared	to	Moses	at	the	burning	bush	and	said:	‘I	have	indeed	seen	the	misery	of	my	people	in	Egypt.	
I	have	heard	them	crying	out	because	of	their	slave	drivers,	and	I	am	concerned	about	their	suffering.	So	I	
have	come	down	to	rescue	them	from	the	hand	of	the	Egyptians	and	to	bring	them	up	out	of	that	land	into	
a	good	and	spacious	land,	a	land	flowing	with	milk	and	honey...	And	now	the	cry	of	the	Israelites	has	
reached	me,	and	I	have	seen	the	way	the	Egyptians	are	oppressing	them.	So	now,	go.	I	am	sending	you	to	
Pharaoh	to	bring	my	people	the	Israelites	out	of	Egypt.’	(Exodus	3:7-10)	
	
	
The	Lord	is	compassionate	and	gracious,	slow	to	anger,	abounding	in	love.	He	will	not	always	accuse,	nor	
will	he	harbour	his	anger	for	ever;	he	does	not	treat	us	as	our	sins	deserve	or	repay	us	according	to	our	
iniquities.	For	as	high	as	the	heavens	are	above	the	earth,	so	great	is	his	love	for	those	who	fear	him;	as	far	
as	the	east	is	from	the	west,	so	far	has	he	removed	our	transgressions	from	us.	As	a	father	has	compassion	
on	his	children,	so	the	Lord	has	compassion	on	those	who	fear	him	(Psalm	103:8-13)	
	
	
Jesus	said:	Do	not	worry	about	your	life,	what	you	will	eat	or	drink;	or	about	your	body,	what	you	will	wear.	
Is	not	life	more	than	food,	and	the	body	more	than	clothes?	Look	at	the	birds	of	the	air;	they	do	not	sow	or	
reap	or	store	away	in	barns,	and	yet	your	heavenly	Father	feeds	them.	Are	you	not	much	more	valuable	
than	they?	Can	any	one	of	you	by	worrying	add	a	single	hour	to	your	life?	‘And	why	do	you	worry	about	
clothes?	See	how	the	flowers	of	the	field	grow.	They	do	not	labour	or	spin.	Yet	I	tell	you	that	not	even	
Solomon	in	all	his	splendour	was	dressed	like	one	of	these.	If	that	is	how	God	clothes	the	grass	of	the	field,	
which	is	here	today	and	tomorrow	is	thrown	into	the	fire,	will	he	not	much	more	clothe	you	–	you	of	little	
faith?	(Matthew	6:25-30)	
	
	
Now	a	man	named	Lazarus	was	ill.	He	was	from	Bethany,	the	village	of	Mary	and	her	sister	Martha.	So	the	
sisters	sent	word	to	Jesus,	‘Lord,	the	one	you	love	is	ill.’	On	his	arrival,	Jesus	found	that	Lazarus	had	already	
been	in	the	tomb	for	four	days.	When	Mary	reached	the	place	where	Jesus	was	and	saw	him,	she	fell	at	his	
feet	and	said,	‘Lord,	if	you	had	been	here,	my	brother	would	not	have	died.’	When	Jesus	saw	her	weeping,	
and	the	Jews	who	had	come	along	with	her	also	weeping,	he	was	deeply	moved	in	spirit	and	troubled.	
‘Where	have	you	laid	him?’	he	asked.	‘Come	and	see,	Lord,’	they	replied.	Jesus	wept.	Then	the	Jews	said,	
‘See	how	he	loved	him!’	Jesus,	once	more	deeply	moved,	came	to	the	tomb.	It	was	a	cave	with	a	stone	laid	
across	the	entrance.	‘Take	away	the	stone,’	he	said.	So	they	took	away	the	stone.	Jesus	called	in	a	loud	
voice,	‘Lazarus,	come	out!’	The	dead	man	came	out,	his	hands	and	feet	wrapped	with	strips	of	linen,	and	a	
cloth	round	his	face.	Jesus	said	to	them,	‘Take	off	the	grave	clothes	and	let	him	go.’	(John	11)	
	
	
It	was	just	before	the	Passover	Festival.	Jesus	knew	that	the	hour	had	come	for	him	to	leave	this	world	and	
go	to	the	Father.	Having	loved	his	own	who	were	in	the	world,	he	loved	them	to	the	end.	The	evening	meal	
was	in	progress,	and	the	devil	had	already	prompted	Judas,	the	son	of	Simon	Iscariot,	to	betray	Jesus.	Jesus	
knew	that	the	Father	had	put	all	things	under	his	power,	and	that	he	had	come	from	God	and	was	returning	
to	God;	so	he	got	up	from	the	meal,	took	off	his	outer	clothing,	and	wrapped	a	towel	round	his	waist.	After	
that,	he	poured	water	into	a	basin	and	began	to	wash	his	disciples’	feet,	drying	them	with	the	towel	that	
was	wrapped	round	him.	(John	13:1-4)	
	
	
Jesus	went	through	all	the	towns	and	villages,	teaching	in	their	synagogues,	proclaiming	the	good	news	of	
the	kingdom	and	healing	every	disease	and	illness.	When	he	saw	the	crowds,	he	had	compassion	on	them,	
because	they	were	harassed	and	helpless,	like	sheep	without	a	shepherd.	Then	he	said	to	his	disciples,	‘The	
harvest	is	plentiful	but	the	workers	are	few.	Ask	the	Lord	of	the	harvest,	therefore,	to	send	out	workers	into	
his	harvest	field.’	(Matthew	9:35-38)	
	


