Bringing Heaven to Earth 3
Welcome to week 3 of the Bringing Heaven to Earth series. 

Rewind: So far in our series on Bringing Heaven to Earth…

In the first session we learnt our mission was to make earth look more like heaven. 

We looked at The Vision! Find the 90 second video clip on The Vision at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kWppdwYtHc

In the second session we looked at what heaven is like – we first looked at what pop songs say about heaven – and they all seem to focus on relationships and sex as heaven on earth. 

We looked at what the Bible say about heaven…

1. Heaven is where God rules 

2. Heaven is where pain ends 

3. Heaven is where angels serve 

4. Heaven is where wealth flows 

5. Heaven is where joy exists

In small groups we decided that bringing heaven to earth means things like: (1) Share your food with someone; (2) Bring a smile to someone’s face; (3) Give to someone who is in need; (4) Pray for someone to be healed; etc. 

This week we are going to take another step into this fascinating topic. What you hear this week will forever change the way you live on earth! 

But first a question…Who do you represent? Turn to someone next to you and ask them the question. 

The South African ambassador to the United States is Welile Nhlapo – He represents South Africa in America. 

What is an ambassador? 

Wikipedia says that an ambassador is a high ranking diplomat who represents his nation in a foreign one. He speaks on behalf of his president to represent his countries interests.

On my travels in Africa I was a representative of my country – even though I was not doing that officially. 

Ambassadors represent! 

Who do they represent? South Africa 

What is he representing? The “real” Hip Hop culture 

Who is he representing? Jesus

Video: Who is Prince Harry and Prince William representing? Great Britain.

Get Video on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmiW8qY0lX8 

Video: Who is Ewan McGreggor representing? The UNICEF (United Nations Children's Fund or originally the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund)

Get Video on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWKpzlf3vUw 

Who should US teens be representing? Their country.

Get Video on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49-9Pz3xjQs 

That brings us back to the question that we asked earlier…Who do you represent? 

You are an ambassador of heaven! 

We are Christ's ambassadors (representatives). (2 Cor 5:20 )

We are citizens of heaven. (Phil 3:20)

We are seated with Christ in heavenly places. (Eph 2:6)

We are strangers and aliens on earth. (1 Peter 2:11)

As Ambassador You Represent Heaven! 

Some bad ambassadors in the news recently: 

Accenture cancel deal with Tiger Woods: Tiger Woods' personal troubles have cost him another sponsor after Accenture ended their deal with the world number one. Woods announced on Friday that he would take an "indefinite break" from golf after admitting his infidelity. The 33-year-old, who is married to Swedish former model Elin Nordegren, has been swamped by a series of affair allegations since crashing his car in mysterious circumstances on November 27.

Phat Joe who was fired from Joburg based station Kaya FM in October, after he made remarks about 800m gold medal champion Caster Semenya’s gender. In his comment he questioned Semenya’s period cycle and her awareness of her femininity, leaving him in hot water with station management as listeners were up in arms complaining about him, leaving the station no choice but to suspend him. 

The ANC "strongly condemned" its youth league president Julius Malema's treatment of a BBC journalist, a spokesperson said on Friday. "The aggressive and insultive (sic) behaviour to the said journalist that culminated with Mr Fisher walking out of the Youth League press briefing cannot be condoned at all," said spokesperson Jackson Mthembu. The unfortunate utburst by Comrade Julius Malema did not only reflect negatively on him, but also reflected negatively on the ANC YL, the entire ANC family, our alliance partners as well as South Africa in the eyes of the international community." 

Some good ambassadors in the news recently: 

Nelson Mandela

Charlize Theron

Lady Diana 

In small groups we are going to answer the question: How can I represent heaven in what I Think, Say or Do this week? 

Next week we will carry on with part 4 in our series as we look at how we use the authority of heaven on earth. 

