Bringing Heaven to Earth 4
Welcome to week 4 of the Bringing Heaven to Earth series. 

Rewind: So far in our series on Bringing Heaven to Earth…

In session 1 we learnt our mission is to make earth look more like heaven. 

In session 2 we looked at what heaven is like. Heaven is where… 

1. God rules

2. Pain ends 

3. Angels serve 

4. Wealth flows

5. Joy exists

In session 3 we learnt that we are ambassadors who represent heaven! 

This week we will learn how to use the authority of heaven on earth. 
In Africa, we believe in the supernatural:
* People consult sangomas - for healing or wisdom 

* People use muti - to influence the outcome of soccer games 

* People read horoscopes - to have the stars influence their lives 

* People visit fortune tellers - to find out their future 

* People use magic devices - like ouija boards - to answer questions about their lives 

* People hold seances - to contact the spirits or the dead 

* People worship Satan – and even have a “Bible” 

We live in a spiritual world:

* Filled with demons 
* And angels 

As Christians, we believe that God created everything…

He is the ultimate ruler 

Of heaven and earth

Some time in eternity past, one of the angels, Satan, led a rebellion

But he was defeated by the armies of heaven 

And banished to earth where he now causes havoc with is forces, demons 

God gave authority to man – they named the animals and were given dominion of the earth 

But they gave their authority to Satan when they allowed him to tempt them to disobey God’s commands 

God sent his son, Jesus, to earth 

To defeat Satan and restore authority in man 

By his death on the cross 

And resurrection from the dead 

We understand authority:
* No smoking in public places

* Age Restrictions on games

* No wearing heelys in malls

* No cell phones at school 

* Obeying the speed limit 

Parents or Guardians have authority over us: Keegan is bigger than me, but he would not easily challenge me to a fight – because as his father I have authority over him. 

The traffc cop may be small but they have all the authority of the state behind them, so I stop when they tell me to stop even though I could drive them over and use my power. 

As Christ’s ambassadors we have authority 

Jesus gave us authority: "These are the miraculous signs that will accompany believers: They will use the power and authority of my name to force demons out of people. They will speak new languages.” (Mark 16:17) 

His power is available to us: As an ambassador the military of the kingdom I represent is at my disposal to help me carry out the king’s orders.

We must use his authority but how do we do that?
First, make sure you are a follower of Jesus! 

Then, make sure you know Jesus!

The Sons of Sceva story in Acts 19: Some traveling Jewish exorcists tried to invoke the name of Lord Jesus over people possessed with demons, saying, 'I command you by Jesus who is preached by Paul!' There were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish high priest, who were doing this. (13-14)
 

And the evil spirit answered them, 'I know of Jesus, and I've heard of Paul, but who are you? (19:15)

Then the man with the evil spirit jumped at them. (19:16) 

And he overpowered them one by one. (19:16) 

He beat them so badly they came running out of the house naked and badly wounded. (19:16) 

5 Secrets to Using Our Authority: 

1. Identify a Situation: (Acts 3:1-4) - “A cripped man from birth” (2). Peter looked straight at him and said: “Look at us” (4)
2. Express the Need: Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have” (6)

3. Speak in Jesus’ Name: “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.“ (6)

4. Act With Faith: ”Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up” (7)

5. Give God the Glory: ”Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.” (8)

Let’s Do It:

1. Identify a Situation 

2. Express the Need 

3. Speak in Jesus’ Name 

4. Act With Faith 

5. Give God the Glory 

Next week is our last week in this series – don’t miss it!

