Heaven to Earth Preview
What have we explored at iGROW this year?

It has all been about Heaven!

In series 1 we looked at How Heaven Sees Us.

That was the iDENTITY series.

1. Heaven sees me as New
Video: Who Are You? http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Rt6Rgg6qtE

Key Verse: If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! (2 Corinthians 5:17)
The New Self is…Selfless not Selfish

The New Self is…Humble not Proud

The New Self is: Peaceful  not Angry

The New Self is…Forgiving not Revengeful

The New Self is…Confident not Shameful

2. Heaven sees me as a Warrior. 

S is for Stand together. 
W is for War for the weak.
O is for Operate with courage 

R is for Reload your weapons
D is for Defeat the Sin (love the sinner)
3. Heaven sees me as a Priest
Scripture: Jesus loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father forever. (Revelation 1:6)

We are priests so we must…

(1) Worship – We must spent time loving God in praise and worship.

(2) Intercede – We must pray for people around us who have needs.

(3) Serve God – We must serve people around us so they experience the love of God

4. Heaven sees me as a Friend
(1) Friends know each other.

(2) Friends open up to each other. 
(3) Friends build each other up.
(4) Friends Do Life Together. 
In Series 2 we explored What Heaven Sees For Us
This was at Real Life Conference last weekend – the theme was Dreaming with God. 

At UJ on Friday night, Brett Fuller told the story of Joseph from the Book of Genesis. Let’s revist the story and see what it teaches us about dreaming. 

Joseph had two dreams when he was a teenager. In the first one, his saw sheeves bowing down to his sheeves. 

He told his brothers and they were not impressed. It meant that they would one day bow down before him. 

In his second dream, everyone downed down to him – including his mum and dad would also bow down to him. 

You can imagine that he brothers did not appreciate hearing this and they sold him into slavery in Egypt. 

He ended up working in the ruler’s home and the ruler’s wife had the hots for him. 

But Joseph was a believer and he respected his master and he ran away from her. 

For that he got thrown in prison on a false attempted rape charge. 

While he was in prison two fellow prisoners had dreams that he interpreted and he helped them to fulfil their dreams. 

The two men were released and their dreams came true – the cup-bearer got his job back while the Baker was executed. 

The cup-bearer forgot to speak up for Joseph and looked like Joseph would rot in prison until Pharaoh had a dream that no one could interpret. 

Joseph was called to interpret the kings dream. 

The dream was about seven fat cows and seven thin cows. 

The king accepted Joseph’s interpretation and put him in charge of preparing for the famine that would hit Egypt in 7 years time.

Meanwhile back in Canaan, Joseph’s family was suffering. 

They decided to go to Egypt to try and get food to help them survive. 

They bowed down before Joseph (like in his dream) and he recognised them. 

To cut a long story short – the brothers returned to Canaan and brough the whole family to Egypt. 

Josephs’ dream had come true. He had saved his family from harm. 

So what does Joseph teach us about dreams? 

God has a dream for your life! 

What is God’s dream for you? If you have some idea of what it is, I want to invite you to come up to the mic and share it with the rest of us. 

How can you discover the dream that God has for your life? 

Joseph had an actual dream. 

How can you discover the dream that God has for your life? (1) Pray, (2) Read the Bible, (3) Journal, (4) Discover who you are, (5) Ask people what they think. 

How do you know it’s from God? (1) It’s more about others than you. (2) It’s impossible without God’s help. (3) It brings glory to God. 

How do we activate our dream? 

Joseph can teach us how… 

How do we activate our dream? (1) Wait for the right timing, (2) Serve another’s dreams and (3) Take action. 

In Series 3 we will look at What Heaven Expects of Us
Our next series, starting next Sunday at iGROW is Brining Heaven to Earth. 

What if heaven is not just a destination waiting for me when I die…but an atmosphere to be released in my life, in people around me, in the city…

Jesus taught us to pray in the Lord’s prayer: You kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it it in heaven. What does that mean? What does it look like in my life? How do we bring heaven to earth??? Do not miss our series. 

