The Hooking Up Series
Week 1

Welcome to the Hookingup Series. 

Hookingup is a big theme in music today! 

Video: A selection of songs about hooking up on the charts today.

* Hookingup is a hot theme in movies today!

* Win a date with Ted Hamilton

* Twilight

* Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince

* He’s Just Not That Into You

* Other Dating Movies

The High School Hookup Game: Today we are going to explore the high school hookup game.

The Scene: 

Imagine this room is a high school hallway – outside the classes where the lockers are located. On the left we have the girl lockers and on the right are the boys lockers (all the girls must move to the left of the room and all the guys to the left). 
Can I have a volunteer to play the part of Sipho?
The bell goes and class is over. Sipho has just finished math class and is making his way towards the locker to get his books for science. 

Sipho is with his three friends who think he is the coolest guy in the school? 

Can I have three volunteers to play the part of his friends.
Move 1: Boy Meets Girl
As Sipho walks towards his locker her see’s the most beautiful girl he has ever seen in his life. She is drop dead gorgeous…

Can I have a volunteer to play the part of Lerato?
Lerato needs three friends who think she is just the most gorgeous girl in the school? 
His friends see her too and notice that Sipho is interested and they say to him…

Sipho plucks up the courage and makes his way to Lerato and says…

Lerato responds…

Sipho decides to ask Lerato to go with him to see Twilight on Friday night – so he says to her...

Lerato has been secretly spying him out for some time and she’s happy that he has asked her out, and says…

The Scene: The Movie House – arrange some chairs in front of the screen.

Ii is Friday night at the Zone in Rosebank and Sipho have bought their coke and popcorn and take their seats. 
Sipho says to Lerato…
Lerato says…
They watch the movie. Show the clip from Twilight.
Move 2: Boy Asks Girl to Go Out 

Before they leave their seats, Sipho plucks up the courage to ask Lerato to go steady with him.

He says to her…
She thinks it is a great idea and says…

Sipho leans forward to kiss Lerato and she…
The Scene: A Party at a Home 

Six weeks later Sipho and Lerato are at a party at Charlie’s home. This time it is Lerator’s turn to pluck up the courage because she has heard from one of her friends that Sipho has been spending time on Mxit wth Thandi. 

Lerato confronts Sipho and says…

Sipho admits that he has fallen for Thandi and says…

Move 3: Boy Dumps Girls

Sipho decides to break up with Lerato and says…

Lerato is devastated and makes her way to her friends to tell them the whole story.

Her friends comfort her by saying…
Move 4: Boy Meets New Girl
Sipho grabs his phone to call Thandi and tell her that he is now free. 

He says…

She says…

They agree to meet up at the Zone to watch a movie. 

The Scene: The Movie House 2 – arrange some chairs in front of the screen.

Ii is Friday night at the Zone in Rosebank and Sipho and Thandi have bought their coke and popcorn and take their seats. 
Sipho says to Thandi… 
Thandi says…
They watch the movie. 
Video: Win a Date With Tad Hamilton
Fast Forward a few weeks.

The Scene: A School Classroom 

It is three weeks later and Sipho has just met a beautiful foreign exchange student who has arrived from Sweden.

Sipho just knows that things with Thandi are not going to work out anymore. 

Move 5: Boy Dumps New Girl

Move 6: Boy Dumps Many New Girls

We need six volunteers – girls to play the part of Diane, Betty, Caitlin, Lindi, Zandi, Stacy.
Sipho is going to break up with each of them – one by one.

Sipho says to Diane…

Sipho saus to Betty…

Sipho gets really creative and says to Caitlin…

etc 

Move 7: Boy Proposes to Girl #20

Sipho has met the girl of his dreams and decides to ask her to marry him. They have been living together for a year.

Movie Clip: The proposal clip from He’s Just Not That Into You 

Move 30: Boy Marries Girl - And live happily ever after for three years

Move 31: Boy Divorces Girl 
Move 32: Boy Marries Again

Move 33: Boy Marries Again and Again and Again…

To Be Continued!
Thanks to Sipho and the other actors! 

Discussion:  Here are two questons to ask about The High School Hookup Game: (1) What do you love about it? (2) What do you hate about it? 

The Hooking Up Series

Week 2

Welcome to Week 2 of The Hooking Up Series

Last week we started this new series – and we looked closely at the high school hookup game. If you were not here – here are the moves we make in the game.

Rewind: The 32 Moves set to music

Move 1: Boy Meets Girl
Move 2: Boy Asks Girl to Go Out
Move 3: Boy Dumps Girls
Move 4: Boy Meets New Girl
Move 5: Boy Dumps New Girl
Move 6: Boy Dumps Many New Girls
Move 7: Boy Proposes to Girl #20
Move 30: Boy Marries Girl - And live happily ever after for three years

Move 32: Boy Marries Again

Move 32: Boy Marries Again and Again and Again…

The High School Hookup Game – Some of the Downsides: Heartbreak, Deceit, Lack of Trust, Betrayal, Soul Ties.

The Creator’s Hookup Plan: God has a hookup plan – in fact he has a plan for your whole life!
Jeremiah 29:11 - God has an amazing plan for our lives – for our future! 
Move 1: We are Created - in his own image

Ephesians 2:10 - God made us what we are – he created us for good works. 
Move 2: We are Called – into relationship with God
Ephesians 2:8 - God saved us because of his grace and mercy – we receive his salvation through faith. 
Move 3: We are Connected – with other believers

Ephesians 2:19 - God joined us to the body – for support and encouragement and relationships. 
Discussion: About Connecting at igniteYOUTH

Move 4: We Meet The One

Genesis 2:22 - God prepares a partner that is perfectly suited to us – not the same but special. 
Move 5: We Start a Relationship
1 Corinthians 13:4-5 - 1 Corinthians 13 sets the standard for how we are to love someone. 
Move 6: We Get Married

Ephesians 5:31 - We get married and move into our own home together. 
Move 7: We Build a Life Together

Hosea 2:19-20 - We work on building a relationship together that will last for our whole lives. 
Move 8: We Start a Family

Deuteronomy 28:4 - Children are a blessing from the Lord and it is not an option for married couples! 
Move 9: We Give Our Kids in Marriage
2 Corinthians 11:2 - Our goal as parents is to prepare our children is start their own lives. 
Move 10: We Have Grandcbildren
Psalm 128:6 - We will spend a significant part of our lives loving and caring for our grand children. 
Consider the Two Journeys: 

1. The High School Hookup Game

What do you love about it? 

What do you hate about it? 

2. The Creator’s Hookup Game

What is attractive about it?

Discussion: Last week we asked some questions about The High School Hookup Game: What do you love about it? What do you hate about it? This week we will discuss two questions about the Creator’s Hookup Game: What is attractive about it? How will it protect you?

Next week we will go deeper into choosing to follow the Creator’s Hookup Plan. 

The Hooking Up Series

Week 3
This Session is based on the story of the Woman Caught in Adultery in John 8:1-11.

Narrator: In John’s gospel chapter 8, Jesus is in the temple in Jerusalem teaching the people when he hears a great commotion – religious leaders appear and they are dragging a woman to ask him whether they can go ahead and stone her to death. Before he says a word he bends down and writes in the sand – we don’t know what he wrote – but maybe he listed each of their sins. When he spoke he said the one who had never sinned should throw the first stone. One by one, from the oldest to the youngest, they dropped the stones and walked away. Finally he turned to the woman and said where her accusers? She answered that they had left. He told her to go on her way and sin no more.

Narrator: As I remember that amazing story I am left wondering what had taken place in her life long before she was dragged before Jesus. Where did her story start? Well, this morning we are going to tell her story – ignite Style! We will call her Amy and Grace is going to play her part.
(Slide: Pic of Amy’s Bedroom with the title: “Amy’s Story”)

Scene 1:  Amy’s Bedroom 

Narrator: Amy is in her bedroom and Cheryl, one of the igniteYOUTH leaders, is listening to Amy tell the story of her life. Amy is remembering the first guy she went out with

(Slide: Facebook page updates about Dave – the man of her dreams)

Amy:  I loved him so much, he asked me to go all the way with him and it seemed so right – he said he loved me – and that we were going to marry. Oh how I remember that conversation I had with you at igniteYOUTH at that Spring Dinner a few years ago – I told her that I thought I was ready to go all the way with Dave and you challenged me to make a promise to keep my virginity until my wedding night. It sounded right but I had never known love like this and I did not want to lose him. And that sermon from Mtha – how did that go again…?

(Slide: Mtha Preaching at igniteYOUTH)

Scene 2: Mtha Preaching at igniteYOUTH

Narrator: It is Sunday morning and Mtha is just wrapping up his message:

Mtha:  God has spoken to us this morning from 1Thess 4:3 – “God wants you to live a pure life. Keep yourselves from sexual promiscuity.” God is challenging you to make a pledge to stay pure until your honeymoon night. You will only be a virgin at your wedding if you set some very clear boundaries:

* I will only date Christians

* I will not touch anything that the sun does not shine on

* I will not spend time alone with a member of the opposite sex

* I will always go out in a group and not pair off exclusively

* I will present my virginity as a gift to wife on our honeymoon night

Narrator: Amy remembered seeing a Facebook post from Jesse about the message.

(Slide: Amy’s Facebook page updates with a post about the 5 boundaries from Jesse)

Scene 3: Amy’s Bedroom

(Slide: Amy’s bedroom)

Narrator: Amy leans forward and confides in Cheryl:

Amy: I wish that I had set and kept some boundaries – I remember that first relationship like it was yesterday. Dave was new in the youth group and so charming – and he noticed me right away. When he hugged me at the end of the night – it made me feel special, loved and safe. So when he asked me to go and watch a movie at his home the next Friday night, I forgot all about the boundaries talk and before I knew it I had to change my status on Facebook – I was no longer a virgin.

(Slide - Her Facebook Relationship Status changes to “No longer a virgin”)

Narrator: As a symbol of what took place when Amy and Dave made love, Dave is going to come and tie a piece of string on each of their arms to join themselves together.

(Action: Dave comes in and they tie a string to each of their arms – joining themselves together)

Amy: Sadly it did not last, it was a month later and I found out that Dave had cheated on me and when his friend, Tommy, comforted me with a hug he was suddenly no longer a friend but my lover. He did not love Jesus and I knew what Pastor Andrew had said about only dating Christians, but I needed to feel special again and that night we made love.

(Slide: Her Facebook status changes to “Oops, I did it again!”)

Narrator: This was when she made that now famous statement on Facebook: “Oops, I did it again!” Let’s listen to how Tommy remembered their relationship:

Tommy: Amy was so easy. Talk about being on the rebound – she fell right into my arms – I mean, how could I let her down? She was so ready. I had no intention of staying around for long – I was only thinking about myself. Connect and move on – that is my motto – no regrets, no emotions – just sex.

Narrator: As a symbol of what took place when Amy and Tommy made love, Tommy is going to tie a piece of string on each of their arms to join themselves together.

(Action: They start to tie a string around each of their arms)

Amy: I went to visit Tommy one day and he was not home and when his dad answered the door and invited me in I was not sure what to do, but he said that Tommy would be home soon and had told me to wait for him. He gave me a drink and he was so nice to me. I remember how he complimented me and said how sorry he was that Tommy was not treating me right and that he would never do that to me. Before I knew what was happening we were kissing and a week later Tommy’s mom came to my home accusing me of stealing her husband’s heart.

Narrator: As a symbol of what took place when Amy and Tommy’s dad had their affair, they are going to tie a piece of string on each of their arms to join themselves together.

(Tommy’s dad enters the room and they tie the string)

Narrator: Can you image how the rumours flew around the youth group and at school. Even Amy’s two best friends joined in to attack Amy’s character.

Scene 4: Girl Friends on the Phone to Each Other

(Action: A cell phone rings – Girl Friend 1, Jean, is calling Girl Friend 2, Ashley)

Girl Friend 1: Have you heard the news? Amy was caught in bed with Tommy’s dad! 

Girl Friend 2: What a cheap slut! She deserves to be punished for it.

(Slide: Video - The Woman’s accusers picking up stones to stone her to death)

Narrator: If you had the chance to throw a stone at Amy – with words – what would you say to her? You can do it if you take out your cell phone and send an electronic stone at her. Think of something you want to say – as an accuser – and then type the word IGNITE followed by your comment. Send it to 0044 7624 80 81 82

(Action: Have someone read out the comments as they appear on the screen)

Scene 5: Amy’s Room

Narrator: If your text message has come through and you see it – you can come forward and make a mark of black paint on Amy’s t-shirt.

(Action: People put paint marks onto Amy’s white T-Shirt)

(Slide: Amy’s bedroom)

Narrator: There was a knock on the door – it is Pastor Andrew.

Andrew: Hi Amy, I heard you were really struggling and I thought you needed to chat. 

Amy: You have probably come to judge me like everyone else is doing.

Andrew: No, that is not what Jesus would do – I have come to tell you that God is hurting with you right now – he wants the best for you. Don’t you remember the bible story we shared one Sunday morning – about the woman who was caught in adultery… 
Video:  Play the scene of the woman caught in adultery from The Passion)

(Slide: Amy’s bedroom)

Narrator: Andrew looked at Amy and said:

Andrew: You see, Amy, Jesus has a perfect plan for your life – he wants you to follow him and sin no more – but he does not want that to keep you away from returning to him like the prodigal son did to his father. Jesus has sent me to you today to help you do something very important – to cut the soul ties that have been created between you and all the men that you have been with. Look how you are linked to each one – for the rest of your life there is a connection between you and every person that you have given yourself to – unless you invite Jesus to cut each of the ties. Do you want to do this?

Amy:  I would like that!
Narrator: Andrew and Amy looked across at Dave:

Andrew:  Do you believe it was wrong to have sex with Dave and do you repent of it? 

Amy: I do!

Andrew: Do you forgive him for any harm he did to you?

Amy: Yes, I have!
Andrew: Do you renounce any spoken vows you made together – like "I will love you forever"?

Amy: Yes, I do!
Andrew: Do you have any gifts that you need to get rid of or give back to him?

Amy: Yes, I have a ring – should I destroy it?

Andrew: Yes – now say after me: 

Andrew and Amy Together: "I now renounce and loose myself from the ungodly soul tie formed between myself and Dave, and I break it in Jesus' name."

Narrator: Amy took the scissors and cut the string between her and Dave. 

(Slide: Her Facebook status changes to “In Love With Jesus”)

Narrator: Andrew then spent time helping Amy break the soul ties she had created between herself and Tommy and with Tommy’s Dad.

(Action: Amy takes a scissors and cuts the string between her and Tommy and his dad)

Narrator: As a symbol of the forgiveness Amy received from Jesus, she is covered with a red shawl

(Action: Mtha brings a red shawl to cover Amy’s paint-smudged t-shirt)

Andrew: Oh, there is one more thing – Cheryl, will be more than willing to start meeting with you each week. She really believes that God want to guide you in the future – you can actually learn to hear the voice of God leading you into truth – helping you avoid traps that people will set for your life. Would you be willing to meet with her?

Amy: I’d love to!
(Slides: The Hookup Recovery Plan – 1 to 5)

Cheryl: Come along next Sunday morning to iGrow – where Pastor Mark will be creating a journey for us to explore what you have learned about: 

(1) Pledging Purity

(2) Setting Boundaries

(3) Overcoming Hurts

(4) Cutting Soul Ties

(5) Receiving Guidance

(Action: Cheryl and Amy Embrace)

Narrator: The End

Supplies:

* Bedding – sheet, duvet, pillows, red scatter cushions

* Picture frame

* Dressing table items

* Lamp

* Table cloth

* White T-Shirt

* Red Shawl

Link for TalkBack:

http://www.ymresourcer.com/SMS/Index.php
The Hooking Up Series

Week 4

Review the two Journeys:  The High School Hookup Game and the Creator’s Hookup Game

The High School Hookup Rescue Plan is a 5 Part Rescue Plan:

(1) Pledging Purity

(2) Setting Boundaries 

(3) Overcoming Hurts

(4) Breaking Soul-Ties

(5) Receiving Guidance

The Hookingup Recovery Journey – ignite-style – you are going to take a contemplative journey through five stations:

Station 1: Pledging Purity
#1 Remember Amy's story - Amy fell in love with Dave and did not follow what was write. Instead of going to church on Friday night to be with friends and have a good time, she went to Dave's house alone to “watch a DVD”. They ended up having sex.

Think about the things that you do that make you do the wrong thing? Are there areas in your life that you always find yourself doing things that you don't believe in?

Take time to think about the questions above?

#2 Remember Amy's friends - After Amy made a mistake, her “friends” gossiped and made fun of her with each other. They called her names and were not loving at all. Who are the people in your life that have a bad influence on you? What do they pressure you to do?

What needs to change in your relationships? What are you going to do about it?

#3 Remember who you are - God made you special. There's nobody else like you! When you do not follow God and you choose friends and sex over Him, you lose who you really are. Decide today that you will remain pure for God.
Pray this prayer: Lord, I want to be clean on the inside. Wash me and make me whiter than snow. Please forgive me for the things that I have done with my body. I want to live for You. I decide today to use my body for Your glory. I will not give myself away, but only to You. Amen

Station 2: Setting Boundaries 
Reflection on the story: What boundaries should Amy have set for relating to guys in her life?

Scripture reading: There's more to sex than mere skin on skin. Sex is both spiritual and physical. In sexual sin we violate the sacredness of our bodies that were made for becoming one with another.  1 Corinthians 6:16-18

Scripture reading: God wants you to live a pure life.  Keep yourselves from sexual sin. 1 Thessalonians 4:3
Activity: Draw/write one thing on the road to your wedding day that you must avoid. (See the pics for the journey that was created on a graffiti wall for the teens to add to).
Prayer: Ask God to help you set boundaries so you can live pure until you get married.

Station 3: Overcoming Hurts 
1. When you get a cut and forget to put something on it, it gets worse and goes septic. After a while the cut gets infected and needs attention. If you carry on ignoring it, it may get so bad that gangrene can set in and you need to get it amputated.

2. Can you think of a time you felt angry, depressed, sad, lonely, disappointed, hopeless or hurt? These feelings were caused by an emotional wound.

3. Isaiah 61:1 - The Spirit of GOD, the Master, is on me because GOD anointed me. He sent me to preach good news to the poor, heal the heartbroken, Announce freedom to all captives, pardon all prisoners.
4. Take a plaster, a bandage or a leg caste to signify the amount of hurt that you have received. Write it down on the back and give it to Jesus to heal by throwing it in the bin, whilst saying a prayer, asking for His healing.
Station 4: Breaking Soul-Ties 
1. Mark 10:7 - Because of this, a man leaves father and mother, and in marriage he becomes one flesh with a woman--no longer two individuals, but forming a new unity.

2. You remember that with Amy she had to do the following:
3. a. Confess that sleeping with someone before marriage or making vows and giving her heart to someone was wrong and that she confessed to God and repented of what she had done. Do the same.

4. b. That she had forgiven him for the things that he had done to her. Do the same.

5. c. She ‘reversed’ any vows that she might have made towards him like” being together for the rest of their lives” etc.

6. d. Then say this prayer: “Lord I confess and repent of the ungodly soul ties formed by sleeping with ____ and I cut them in the name of Jesus. Cut the rope of one of the people hanging from the strings, blessing the person as you do so.

7. e. She got rid of any of the gifts that he might have given her, like a ring by giving them back to him or throwing them away. Do the same when you get home.

8. 2 Corinthians 5:17 - Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person. The past is forgotten, and everything is new.

Station 5: Receiving Guidance 
#1 - You have ONE MINUTE to find the green pin marked 2 on the map. Now try and figure out which route you would take to get to where you live. Remember, you only have one minute. After that, move on whether you finish or not.

#2 - Sometimes in life, time is not on our side and we are placed under pressure. Sometimes we get lost and we don't know which way to go or what to do. It is in those times that we need direction and help. If you don't ask for guidance it may take you longer to get where you need to be.

What do you look for in a guide?

• Somebody who asks you how you are doing and actually listens

• Somebody who helps you when you need them

• Somebody who tells you the truth instead of what is nice to hear

• Somebody who encourages you

• Somebody who loves God

Are there any other things that you can think of?
In your life, who fits some of these descriptions above? Think about them now and all the things that they have done and said that have helped you along the way. 

#3 - You cannot walk alone. You will not make it. It is not God's plan for us to be alone. Sit down and write a letter or an SMS (text message) to the person that you thought of. Tell them about some of the things that you are facing alone and need help with.

#4 - The bible is clear that God is with us everyday and He will give us wisdom when we need it. Pray this prayer and ask god for wisdom in the area where you need guidance. 

Prayer: “Father, I need Your help. I don't know what to do when it comes to (name your problem). Please give me wisdom in how to handle myself in this situation. Give me the courage to do what you tell me. Thank you that you hear my prayers. Amen”

Closing Activity

At the end of the session, challenge teens to stand to make a declaration/commitment to be pure from this day forward until they marry. Pray a prayer of protect and asking God to give them power to live a life that is holy!

