How Can You Allow God to Use You?

The Story of Esther

Chapter 1

The king of Persia, Xerxes, in the third year of his reign put on a banquet for his nobles and officials. For 180 days he showed off the wealth and splendour of his kingdom. After this he had a more private banquet for people in the citadel. On the 7th day he ordered his queen, Vashti, to be brought in to show off her beauty – but she refused and the king was furious. He asked his wise men what he should do and they advised him to banish her from his presence and to find a new queen.

Chapter 2

The king’s attendants proposed that a search should be made for beautiful young virgins for the king – so the equivalent of the Nokia Face of Africa competition was launched in the kingdom. The likely candidates would be given beauty treatments and the girl who most pleased the king would be made queen instead of Vashti. Now, in the citadel of Susa there lived a Jew, Mordecai who had been carried into exile by Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. He had a cousin that he had brought up because she had no parents – her name was Hadassah or Esther - she was beautiful. She, together with other candidates was taken in the harem and they were looked after by Hegai who was responsible for the harem. She pleased him and won his favour – he provided her with beauty treatments and special foods. He gave her seven maids and moved her into the best place in the harem. During this time, Mordecai kept a close watch on how she was doing. The normal process was a twelve month period of preparation where the girls were treated with oil of myrrh for six and with perfumes and cosmetics for another six. When it was time for a girl to visit the king, she could ask for anything from the harem to take with her to the king’s palace. When it was Esther’s time to go to the king she asked for nothing except that which Hegai the king’s eunuch suggested would please the king. When Esther eventually met the king she immediately impressed him and he made her his queen. Some time later, Mordecai was sitting at the city gate and he overheard a conspiracy of two officers who planned to assassinate the king. He shared the news with Esther and she passed it on to the king, giving credit to Mordecai. The king found out that it was true and he hanged the two officials.

Principle #1: Look past your inabilities and failings – Esther was an orphan, a Jew and living in exile (Esther 2:5-7).

Principle #2: Embrace a period of preparation – for Esther it was one year - a time of worship and transformation (Esther 2:9).

Principle #3: Seek the Heart of the King – Rather than the splendour of the kingdom: the king’s presence rather than his presents (Esther 2:15).

Principle #4: Seek the Favour of God – Influence flows from intimacy and access comes from relationship (Esther 2:9, 17)

Principle #5: Be willing to start with small tasks – God will first test your reliability and your motives (Esther 2:22).

Chapter 3 

King Xerxes honoured Haman and everyone owed down to him except Mordecai – Haman was a descendant of the Agagites who were bitter enemies of the Jews and when he found out that Mordecai was not honouring him, he looked for a way to get rid of all the Jews, and not just Mordecai. Haman came up with a plan to get the king to issue a decree to have the Jews eliminated for failure to integrate into society – and he promised to pay a large amount of money into the state coffers if the king agreed to his plan. The king agreed and a day was set aside on which the massacre would take place. 

Principle #6: Expect to meet an enemy as you step up to serve – for Esther it was Haman (Esther 3:8-9).

Chapter 4

When Mordecai heard of what was about to happen he put on sack cloth and went to the gate of the king to express his protest. Esther heard about Mordecai’s actions from her maids and she sent one the king’s eunuchs to find out what it was all about. Mordecai sent word through the eunuch and urged Esther to go into the presence of the king to plead with him for her people. But she knew that anyone who approached the king, who had not been invited, would be put to death – unless the king extended his golden sceptre towards the person. Mordecai challenged Esther to take action, suggesting that perhaps God had brought her into this “royal position for such a time as this” (14). Her reply what that all the people in the city needed to fast for three days with her and after that she would go into the king’s presence even if it meant being killed. Mordecai went away and carried out all her instructions.

Principle # 7: Realise your design potential – you are divinely positioned for impact (Esther 4:14).

Principle # 8 Find your sweet spot – the intersection of your passion, gifts/abilities and a need you care about (Esther 4:14-17). 

Principle # 9: Put your hand up – volunteer before others do (Esther 4:16).

Principle # 10: Be willing to serve even at great personal cost (Esther 4:16)
Chapter 5

On the third day, Esther went into the inner court of the palace and stood in the door way – when the kind saw her he was pleased with her and he held out the gold scepter to her – so she approached him and touched the top of the scepter. He offered her up to half of his kingdom but all she asked for was that the king and Haman would attend a banquet that she was putting on. The king agreed and went to the banquet with Haman. During the banquet the king again offered her anything she wanted, up to half of the kingdom. She simply asked that they would attend another banquet that she was preparing. Haman saw Mordecai on the way home at the city gate and was furious that he did not bow before him and when he complained to his wife Zeresh she suggested that he erect a giant gallows and at the banquet ask the king to hang Mordecai on it.

Chapter 6  

During the night the king could not sleep and he decided to read through the records of his reign – and he came across the story of how Mordecai had saved him from the assassination attempt. He asked what recognition Mordecai has received for this and discovered that nothing had been done.  Then the king saw that someone was in the outer court of the palace and discovered that it was Haman who had come to speak to the king about hanging Mordecai on the gallows. The king had Haman brought to him and asked him what he should do to the person he wanted to honour. Haman thought the king was talking about him and suggested that he should be given a royal robe and allowed to ride on one of the kings own horses. The king commanded Haman to do what he had suggested – but to do it for Mordecai the Jew. And Haman had to lead Mordecai through the city on the horse with the king’s robe. Afterwards, Mordecai returned to the king’s gate and Haman returned home and complained to his wife, Suddenly officials came and took Haman off to the banquet that Esther had prepared.

Chapter 7

The king and Haman went to dinner with Esther and the king again asked what she wanted – and she asked for her life to be spared and that of her people, the Jews (3-4). The king asked who had dared to issue a decree to kill Esther’s people and Esther told him that it was Haman. The king got up in a rage and went to cool off in the garden – when he came back he saw Haman falling on the couch where Esther was sitting (he had been pleading with her for his life). The king went ballistic and when he heard that Haman had built the giant gallows for Mordecai he commanded that Haman should be hanged on it instead. When it was done, the king calmed down.

Chapter 8

The king gave Esther Haman’s whole estate and brought Mordecai into his presence – he gave him his signet ring and Esther appointed him over the Haman estate. Esther again approached the king and asked him to write an edict that would protect the Jews from the scheme that Haman had devised to have them all killed. He allowed Mordecai to write the edict giving protection to the Jews. And there was great joy and gladness throughout the kingdom with feasting and celebrating – and people from other nations converted to Judaism because they were afraid of the Jews.

Chapter 9

The Jews rose up and killed everyone who was out to destroy them and Esther asked the king for an extension of the time for the retribution to be carried out and also that Haman’s ten sons would be killed. The Jews killed all those who were out to harm them, but they did not engage in any plundering! Mordecai and Esther wrote a new law to institute an annual day of joy and festival to celebrate how the Jews were delivered.

Chapter 10

The fame of the king spread throughout the kingdom, together with a report of all that Mordecai had done – he was second in rank only to king Xerxes. He was held in high esteem by all the Jews because he worked for their good and spoke up for the welfare of all the Jews.
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