The Jonah Series – Week 2
Last week at igniteYOUTH on Sunday mornings we started our series in the book of Jonah in the Bible.

We looked at chapter 1 and 2 – the theme was: Jonah Runs from God!

Here is a cartoon version of the story in Jonah chapter 1 and chapter 2… Jonah hears God tell him to go to Nineveh but he runs off.

He finds a ship heading in the opposite direction – to Tarshish!

But before long there is a huge storm and the sailors throw him overboard to appease the gods.

As Jonah is about to die he sees a huge fish

He finds himself falling into it’s wide open throat

And next minute he is sitting in the dark and smelly belly of the fish.

But suddenly he is spat out onto the land – very smelly but alive at least.

Here is the question: “Jonah: Y U No Go To Ninevah?”

Long before the days of Facebook the Assyrians posted images on their Wall of their cruel deeds! They were among the cruellest nation on planet earth. They would sin their enemies alive, impale them on poles to die and gouge their eyes out.

God told Jonah: “Go and tells these people, your enemies, to repent and follow me or I will wipe them out.”

So what does Jonah’s running away from God have to do with us?

(1) My happiness is not God’s highest priority! God’s priority for my life is that I fulfil His purposes!

(2) Things go well when we disobey God…for a while…but soon it all goes horribly wrong! The moral of the story? Obey God when He speaks!

(3) God will always give us a second chance to obey him!

Will you accept God’s call when it comes and obey him…

In case you did not get this message from last week: “You can’t run from God!”

Our theme this week is: Jonah Raps for God. Jonah does what God wanted him to do all along – he preaches to the Ninevites that God is going to punish them if they don’t repent and they listen to his Word.

Text: Jonah 3 – read the chapter from the Bible!

Video: Jonah Line Art. Get it on YouTube:  http://vimeo.com/4629270

Here is Jonah chapter 3 in the Action Bible: Once again God tells Jonah to go to Nineveh, this time Jonah obeys. He says: “Turn away from your sin, or the whole city will be destroyed. This is what God says!” 
Jonah thinks aloud: “And when God does punish you like you deserve, don’t say I didn’t warn you!”

But to Jonah’s shock and dismay, the people actually listen to him. To show how sorry they are, they put on black clothes, even the King! The king says: “This is a royal order, Call out to God with all your hearts. Stop doing evil. Then God might take pity on us.” Gods sees that the people of Nineveh have turned away from their sin. Then, true to his holy word, he does not destroy them after all.

Jonah’s message was simple: Repent and sin no more!

The Ninevites believed in God and turned from their evil ways.

So what does Jonah experience of rapping for God have to do with us?

(1) Even if we’re stubborn and slow to do what God wants us to do, he can still work through us.

Jonah warns the people about the coming destruction.

Jonah calls the people to repent.

They repent of their sin

(2) God is a God of mercy and compassion – he wants us to speak up so everyone can repent!

God’s will is to save us and nothing pleases him more than our coming back to him with true repentance!

What kind of a God do you serve?

Is he a God of War!

Video: God of War – No Mercy – Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtbIxNKClGg

Or is he a God of Mercy!

Video: Casting Crown - Mercy – Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WNMYfP869-U

There is a great example of true repentance in this story. The people heard the message, they trusted God (believed what he said about them), took action (proclaimed a fast and dressed in sackcloth), cried out to God for help, turned away from their wicked ways – and relied on the mercy of God.

Repentance is U-turning from Sinful Ways to God’s Ways!

It is the one time when doing a U-Turn is encouraged!

(3) If we obey God He will do wonders through us - in the lives of our friends, our community, school and country.

Testimony by one of the youth who are obedient like Jonah!

Will you speak for God?

You are the voice of God. You are the Jonah in your generation!

Will you speak?

or be silent?

