LOVING LOST PEOPLE

Have you ever lost something? Boy I sure have. I remember losing my rifle when I was in the army. Now, if there is one thing you don’t want to do when there are bullets flying around your head – that’s lose your rifle. Well, I did. For a whole day I had to duck and dive my superiors from discovering that I was not so armed and dangerous anymore! Now, here’s a hard question…do you think I tried to find it?  Put it this way, I certainly did no go out and play volleyball that afternoon with the boys! When I found it – I had left it in a tent that I had visited – I actually kissed it. I don’t know whether it developed any long term attachments to me as a result, but I was so overjoyed at finding it that I was all over it. 

What thing of great value do you remember losing? Turn to the person next to you and tell them about the experience.

Refer to Luke 15

One day while Jesus was hanging out with a group of sinners, he overheard the religious leaders expressing their displeasure.  Jesus told three stories – not just one – to teach the religious leaders of his day that lost people are valuable to God. There are three common threads that run through these three stories:

1. Something of Great Value was Missing

The missing sheep was important to the shepherd because it represented a significant part of his livelihood. The coin was vital to the woman's survival - it was a tenth of here entire estate. And we don't have to think too long to figure out that the son was valuable to the father. I remember losing my son once in a mall and we nearly went frantic trying to locate him! 

I wonder at which point did the religious leaders realise that Jesus was actually getting at them for the bad attitude they had toward the "sinners" that Jesus was hanging out with. Was it during the first, second or third parable - I am sure by the end they were feeling rather guilty!

Jesus was showing them - and us today, that the wanderers, the lost, the spiritually confused actually have great value to the father. Just how great is the love of the Father that he looks beyond the sins of lost people and still wants to see them return to him?

When I was growing up, my oldest sister ran away from home when she was just 14 - she was gone for about two weeks. It nearly tore the heart out of my parents. When she returned you would that they would have killed her for the pain and hurt she had caused them - instead they lovingly embraced her and told her how they had missed her and hat they still loved her! How much more the Father loves people who are away from the security and comfort of His family.

Do you remember the robbers on the cross - one mocked Jesus but the other asked to be remembered. Jesus assured him that he was valuable and that they would meet up later in paradise. Lost people, even bad people matter to God! I guess the question to ask is just how much they matter to God.

2. That Which was Missing was Important Enough to Warrant an All-out Search

When that dumb sheep went missing the shepherd went out looking for it until he found it. When the coin went missing the woman tore the place apart and did not give up until she found it. In the story of the prodigal son, the father exercised restraint because he respected his son's right to find freedom and live on his own, but his eyes kept scanning the horizon hoping to see him return. 

If you really value something, you will look for it until you find it. Have you lost something recently? Did you start looking for it? Did you give up easily? If you did, I can assure you that the thing that went missing was not important to you! If you really value something you will keep looking until you find it. My wife and I did not stop looking for our Son, Keegan, until we found him - which was incidentally at the games arcade where he was trying to play computer games - at 3 years of age!

Jesus once stated his mission statement - Luke 19:10: He said that he had come to seek and to save the lost. Just before he left earth to go to heaven he said: As the Father sent me, so I am sending you! We have the same mission: to look lost people and help them find their way back to God. We are on a mission!!! Why are we on earth? Is it just to get through life? To earn lots of money? To find a wife and have two kids? That's not enough! Those things are okay if they help us accomplish our main mission which is to help those who are lost to find their way back to God.

Lost people matter so much to God that it warrants an all-out search to find them. He has invited us to join him in his great big rescue mission to find people who are lost and bring them back to him. He is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to know him in a personal and intimate way. This is why he has sent us into the world to make disciples of all people. That is why he wants us to be his witnesses - those who will tell others about what he has done in our lives.

People matter deeply to God! So much so that he was willing to give his only Son to die for each person - to ensure that they could become a child of God. What a sacrifice Jesus made - he was willing to hang on cross for me because he loved me so much. But what about all the people in the world who don't know Jesus yet? He loves them just as much as he loves you and I. In fact, he want to involve you in the search and rescue mission to help find and retrieve the other lost people.

I watched a movie a while ago on TV in which a young couple got lost in the snow and the mountains. They believed that they were going to die. But fortunately, there was one person, a pilot of a small aircraft who refused to give up on them, even though a big storm was approaching, and he kept searching until he found them down in the snow, half dead and half alive. When the credits rolled up we discovered that it was a true story and that they were real people who are still alive today - because of the persistence of the pilot. He was willing to give up his time and keep searching. 

There is one more common thread in the three stories that Jesus told:

3. When Something that was Lost is Found there is Great Rejoicing

The shepherd found the sheep and threw a party! The woman found the coin and she threw a party. The son came home and threw the biggest party of all. In Luke 15:10 we read that when one spiritually lost person comes back to God there is great rejoicing in heaven. It does not say that when Billy Graham does a huge crusade and a thousand people respond that only then there is rejoicing in heaven! When just one person is found, the is great rejoicing! A party in heaven in honour of the person who is saved!

When my family found my sister - we rejoiced together. When my wife and I found my son in the mall we could have danced all night!

Do lost people matter to you? If so, how much? Enough to get involved in a rescue mission? There's a party waiting to happen - but it won't take place unless we get out there and start looking for lost people.

Summary

* Lost people matter to God!

* They matter so much that he has started a search and rescue mission for them!

* When they are found, the whole of heaven joins in with the celebration!

I have spent most of my holiday wondering how I can get you to develop a passion for the lost. One of the ways that I keep myself focused on reaching the lost is by keeping my mission statement in front of me all the time. My mission in life is to be a God-reflector who makes disciple-makers. Everyday when look at my diary I am forced to ask myself – so, Mark, how are you doing with winning the lost?

What’s your mission in life? Take a moment to think it through – take a stab at it. I recommend that you write your mission statement in pencil so you can keep working on it.

Another way that I have been using with myself and youth is to keep a list of people that I am hoping to impact for Christ – take a few moments to think prayerfully of three friends who do not know Christ in a personal and intimate way. Write their names down on your worksheet.

Turn to a person next to you and spend a minute praying that God will help you to cultivate a significant friendship with each person on your list; to plant a seed by steering the conversation towards eternal matters and to reap a harvest by leading them to Christ or bring them to an event that will give them an opportunity to hear the gospel and to respond.

Final challenge – for some of you this will mean that you will have to give up being a closet Christian and become a contagious Christian.

LOVING LOST PEOPLE

Have you ever lost something? Losing my rifle 

Do you think I tried to find it? 

What thing of great value do you remember losing? Share!

Refer to Luke 15

Jesus hanging with a group of sinners, religious leaders displeased.

Jesus told three stories – three common threads

1. Something of Great Value was Missing

missing sheep - significant part of his livelihood

coin - vital to the woman's survival - a tenth of here estate 

son - losing my son in a mall - frantic

Jesus was showing them - the lost have great value to the father

Illustration: Jenny’s experience

2. Important Enough to Warrant an All-out Search

Shepherd searched for the sheep until he found it - same for woman

Father waited by the gate each day – giving son his freedom 

Think of something you lost recently – did you give up looking?

Illustration: Keegan – lost at Cresta

Jesus’ mission statement - Luke 19:10: to seek and to save the lost. 

We have the same mission: As the Father sent me, so I am sending you! 

Part of God’s plan to find and restore the lost

Illustration: TV movie – couple lost in snow. 

One person, a pilot, refused to give up the search 

Credits said it was a true story – people are alive because of pilot 

3. When the Lost was Found there was Great Rejoicing

Shepherd and woman threw party’s. Son had huge party at home.

Luke 15:10 – when one lost person returns to God there is rejoicing

When my sister came home we rejoiced! When we found my son….

Do lost people matter to you? If so, how much? Rate yourself

Do you love them enough to get involved in a rescue mission? 

You can start the party in heaven by finding a lost person. 

Summary

* Lost people matter to God

* They are so valuable that he started a search/ rescue mission

* When they are found, the whole of heaven celebrates

How can you develop a heart for the lost?

1. Keep a mission statement in front of you – mine in diary

Write your mission

2. Keep an impact list - pray, write on handout

3. Pray for the lost – in pairs

Closet Christian to Contagious Christians

