Lordship Notes

As Christ was brought back from death to life by the glorious power of the Father, so we too should live a new kind of life. (Romans 6:4)

Children often say to each other: “You are not the boss of me!” Lordship is making Jesus the Lord of boss of my life!

What is a lord?

It is someone who rules, governs or directs. Someone who is supreme in authority – who has rights over someone who is a subordinate.

When you invited Jesus into your life he became your Saviour – he agreed to pay for the penalty for your sin and save you from the punishment that God needed to give you for the sin you had committed. But he also wants to change you into his likeness and to do that he needs to have a place in your life as Master – or teacher or chief. He wants you to make him Lord of your life.

The Authority of Jesus

After Jesus rose from the dead – he said that all authority in heaven and on earth had been given to him. Matthew 28:18

* How much authority has God given Jesus?

* Where does Jesus have authority?

* Does he have authority over city officials? The United Nationans? Presidents of countries? Satan? Angels? You and me?

God gave Jesus a place of great honour – Philippians 2:9-11

* Who exalted Jesus? (9)
* Who will one day bow to Jesus? (10)

* What will every tongue say? (11)

You can either bow now willingly or be forced to bow one day before Jesus.

We should give Jesus the same place in our hearts that he holds in the universe.

Jesus claimed to be Lord:

Did people in Jesus’ day view him as Lord?

John 13:13

* What did people call Jesus?

* Did Jesus agree with their assessment?

Peter said that God made Jesus both lord and Christ – Acts 2:36

When Jesus returns in glory – he has a sign saying: King of kings and lord of lords! Revelation 19:16
Paul talked about the lordship of Jesus: Colossians 1:16-18

Paul spoke about being crucified with Jesus: Galatians 2:20

Jesus said that if we want to have a relationship with him we have to do three things: Luke 9:23-24

Deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow him.

Denying ourself is a daily act – we want our own way – we want to be the boss of our own lives – but we must turn over the reins of our lives to Jesus – he must control us – he must be the one who decides what we do with every aspect of our lives.

Everyone has a control centre in their lives – a command centre. It controls everything – our relationships, our actions, our use of money, our sexuality, etc.

Jesus must be the centre of our lives!

Jesus said that we must seek his kingdom and his righteousness and then everything else will be given to us. 
In what areas are you struggling to allow Jesus to be boss in your life?

* Your clothes

* Your thought life

* Your use of free time

* Your use of money?

* Your plans for the future?

* Your possessions?

* Your time?
* Your TV watching?

* The food you eat?

* What you choose to read?

* Your choice of friends?

Jesus wants to guide every aspect of your life – but he will not force himself on you – lordship is a voluntary act. You have to invite Jesus to take his rightful place in your life – in each area of your life.

Romans 12:1-2 tells us how to make Jesus Lord. When Paul says to "offer your bodies," he means that we must place our minds, feelings, and desires as well as our physical bodies at Jesus' disposal. The phrase, "as a living sacrifice," means dying to those areas of our lives where we are still putting ourselves before God. 

* Your thoughts (2 Timothy 2:22; Matthew 5:27-28)

Do you read books and magazines or attend movies that stimulate impure thoughts? 

Do you let your mind turn to lustful thoughts of the opposite sex?

* Your relationships (Matthew 5:23-24; 6:12-14)

List the people with whom you have a wrong relationship. Do you hold a grudge toward anyone? 

Do you have a good relationship with your parents, spouse, children, and other family members?

* Your attitudes (Ephesians 4:31-32; Philippians 2:14-15)

Is there anyone toward whom you have a bad attitude? 

Do you complain? Gripe? Criticize? Do you lie, steal, or cheat?

* Your desires (Matthew 6:33; Colossians 3:9-10)

Do you put too much emphasis on material possessions (clothes, cars, making money)?

* Your physical body (I Corinthians 6:19-20)

Are you careless with your body? 

Do you have habits which defile or weaken your body?

Ideas:
Living as a soldier – obeying a commanding office – the platoon lieutenant!

Use photos of our home to walk through the My Heart. Christ’s Home story.

Romans 6 – The old landlord
How much do I call “mine”?
Relinquishing our rights so that God can work through us to accomplish his purposes and so that we must experience the reward of relationship with God.
THE CHEESE ON THE PIZZA 

Many Christians divide their life into sections like a pizza. One section is their WORK or study, one section is time with FRIENDS, another section is PLAY or recreation, one section is time a HOME with family. One section is MONEY. And one section is GOD or church. That section is for Sunday. 

But the Bible is not a Sunday book. God is not a Sunday God. God wants to be your God Monday through Sunday. He wants you to listen to Him, to read His book and have your quiet time every day. God doesn't want to be just one slice of pizza of your life. He wants to be the cheese on the pizza. The cheese is on every slice. God wants to be in your work slice and in your friends slice and in your play and at home and with your money. He wants to be in every area of your life. He wants to be in every room of your house, even in that secret closet that you try to hide. He knows all about it. He knows all about you. He knows what you are thinking right now. 

Colossians 1:18 says, "that in all things He may have the preeminence." This means that Jesus must be above everything else. He is to be first place. He must be the center of our lives.

Making Jesus Lord
Dr. Barry St. Clair

Every New Year people make resolutions that usually include bad habits they intend to give up and good habits they plan to begin. But those good intentions are usually forgotten by mid-January. Making Jesus Lord of our lives is far beyond resolving to do better.

Jesus calls us to excellence in our walk with Him. But that excellence comes from His power working in us as a result of our obedience. What will that obedience cost us? Let's take an honest look.

PAYING THE PRICE

Jesus explained to His disciples the cost of following Him. "Then Jesus said to his disciples, If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it" (Matthew 16:24-25). Jesus uses very strong statements to describe what it means to follow Him. He asks us to lose our lives for Him. How can we do that?

Losing our lives involves forgetting ourselves. Several translations of this passage use the phrase "deny yourself." That means we must replace our self-centeredness and personal ambition with a desire to please Jesus Christ. The world says to "look out for number one." But Jesus says forget number one because He has taken responsibility for looking out for us. We don't have to worry (or even think) about our own lives! He knows that when we are preoccupied with our self-interests, then those self interests motivate us.

Losing our lives involves carrying our crosses. The Apostle Paul paints a clear picture of a person who carried his cross. We have already memorized Philippians 2:9-11, which explains how God exalted Jesus. But in the verses before that, Philippians 2:5-8, Paul describes what Jesus did before He was exalted. He made himself nothing. He took on the nature of a servant. He humbled himself. He became obedient unto death. Jesus took up His cross as an obedient servant of His Father. We carry our cross the same way. Seeing ourselves as nothing compared to God, becoming a servant, humbling ourselves, and obeying, even in the face of death.

Losing our lives involves following Jesus. Following Jesus means we walk step-by-step with Him as His companion. To do that we need to agree with Jesus' goals for our lives and to be willing to submit to those goals daily. The more we see how incredible He is, the more desire we will have to submit. 

RECEIVING THE BENEFITS

Forgetting ourselves, carrying our cross, and following Jesus will be the "price of admission" if we are going to make Jesus Lord of our lives. But we will receive many benefits from making Jesus Lord of our lives.
We will make the best decisions. When Jesus is Lord of our lives, we live in the center of God's will. As a result, when we make decisions, God will give us specific guidance (Proverbs 3:5-6).

We will find satisfaction. Think about how your mouth feels when you are really thirsty. Jesus is our spiritual "thirst quencher" (John 4:10-14). Jesus is a "river of life" flowing out of us that satisfies every need we have.

Our character will change. "We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose. For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brothers" (Romans 8:28-29). Being "called according to His purpose" is another way of saying "He is Lord of my life." "Conformed to the likeness of His Son" means Jesus is working in us to express His character through our lives.

Our future will have hope. Many things can make life tough: losing a loved one, being disliked because of your convictions, not having a job, etc. No matter how bad things look right now, we have a bright future! If we remain faithful during our tough times, a time will come when He will fulfill His promises and we will reign with Jesus forever (2 Timothy 2:11-12).

We will be winners. Jesus makes us victorious in life and victorious over death. "Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Corinthians 15:57). When Jesus is our lord, we share in that ultimate victory!

Focus on Matthew 16:24-25. Whoever loses his life will find it. Jim Elliott, a missionary who was killed by Auca Indians in 1955, wrote this in his journal: "He is not a fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose" (Shadow of the Almighty, Elizabeth Elliott, Harper and Row).

Think of it this way: We give Jesus the blank sheet of our lives, and He gives us back a blank check. We let Him write on our blank sheet of paper whatever He desires for our lives. In return, we can use His blank check to "cash in on" promise after promise He has made to us. Check out Romans 8:32, Ephesians 1:3, and 2 Peter 1:3 to discover a few of His promises.

New Year's resolutions don't stick, but laying down our lives for Christ does stick. It's the only way to please Him and the only way to reach our full potential in Him.

ACTION POINT
1. Study Romans 12:1-2. Look for practical ways to make Jesus Lord for you personally. List them below.

2. Romans 12:1-2 also has the answer to how you can stop "looking out for number one." When Paul says to "offer your bodies," he means that we must place our minds, feelings, and desires as well as our physical bodies at Jesus' disposal. The phrase, "as a living sacrifice," means dying to those areas of our lives where we are still putting ourselves before God. Spend at least 30 minutes reflecting on some specific ways that you are still "looking out for number one." Consider the following areas.

Your thoughts (2 Timothy 2:22; Matthew 5:27-28)

Do you read books and magazines or attend movies that stimulate impure thoughts? Do you let your mind turn to lustful thoughts of the opposite sex?


Your relationships (Matthew 5:23-24; 6:12-14)

List the people with whom you have a wrong relationship. Do you hold a grudge toward anyone? Do you have a good relationship with your parents, spouse, children, and other family members?

Your attitudes (Ephesians 4:31-32; Philippians 2:14-15)

Is there anyone toward whom you have a bad attitude? Do you complain? Gripe? Criticize? Do you lie, steal, or cheat?

 

Your desires (Matthew 6:33; Colossians 3:9-10)

Do you put too much emphasis on material possessions (clothes, cars, making money)?

 

Your physical body (I Corinthians 6:19-20)

Are you careless with your body? Do you have habits which defile or weaken your body?

 

3. Read and study Philippians 2:3-11. You have the mind of Christ. What needs to happen in you to transform your thoughts, relationships, attitudes, desires, and physical body into His thoughts, relationships, attitudes, desires, and what He wants for your physical body? Write down one action that you believe God wants you to take in each area. Which action do you need to take first? Write down the immediate result of taking that action.

	ACTION
	PRIORITY
	RESULT


 

 

 

4. Memorize Matthew 16:24 and continue your daily quiet times in Mark.

Remember: as we die to ourselves, God will inject His life into us in return.
How do I make Jesus Lord of my life?


Question: "How do I make Jesus Lord of my life?"

Answer: The key is understanding that Jesus is already Lord of your life. We do not make Jesus Lord. Jesus is Lord. What we are supposed to do is submit to His lordship. Another word for our response to Jesus’ Lordship is “submission.” To submit is to yield to the will and control of another, and, with reference to Christians, it is yielding to the will and control of Jesus Christ. This means that when Scripture commands believers to love one another (John 5:17), that is what is to be done. It means that when Scripture says we are not to commit adultery or steal (Exodus 20:14-15), these things are not to be done. It should be understood that submission, or obedience to the commands of God, is related to Christian growth and maturity, and is not related to becoming a Christian. A person becomes a Christian by faith alone in Christ apart from works (Ephesians 2:8-9).

We should realize that complete obedience cannot be accomplished simply by willing it to be done or in the strength of one’s inner being. It will not happen simply because we “decide” to do it. This is because even believers are prone to sinful conduct and thoughts apart from the work and power of the Holy Spirit. In order to be obedient, we must rely on the power provided by the indwelling Holy Spirit (John 14:16-17). This in itself is an act of obedience, for we are commanded in Ephesians 5:18 to be filled with the Spirit. This doesn’t mean that a believer gets more of the Spirit, but rather that the Spirit gets more of the believer—which is the whole idea of submission. Being filled with the Spirit is yielding to the Spirit’s control. Practically speaking, this happens as a believer responds positively to the leading of the Holy Spirit. By this is not meant feeling that one is being lead into full-time Christian ministry and obeying that feeling, although this may be included. Rather, it refers to the day-to-day decisions we make, such as responding kindly to someone who has mistreated us (Romans 12:17); being truthful in our communication with others (Ephesians 4:25); being honest in our business dealings (Ephesians 4:28); spending time in prayer and studying God’s Word as we are commanded (2 Timothy 2:15). These are a just a few examples of daily decisions that demonstrate submissiveness to Christ.

It is also important to note that even when we fail to obey, God has made a provision for that so that we can remain in fellowship with Him. First John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” Even this is part of submission and obedience—to confess our sins to God so that we can remain in fellowship with Him. It is important to note that when tough decisions arise, the first thing we should do is pray, asking the Lord to help us to make the right decision and/or be obedient to what we already know is right from the Word.

To sum up the idea of the Lordship of Christ, it does not consist of one act of obedience but rather is measured by the sum of our obedience, and it cannot be accomplished in our own strength or power, but by the power available to us by the indwelling Holy Spirit. We are strongest when we are relying on Him (2 Corinthians 12:10).

When Does Jesus Become "Lord"?
 By Rev. Sam Harris
Question: I have been reading in Philippians and came across these verses in chapter 2: "that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth, and under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (10,11). When I was a teenager, I accepted Jesus as my Savior and Lord. I understood what it meant to receive Jesus as Savior, but how do I know when He is Lord of my life?
Receiving Jesus as Savior is a one-time act; allowing Jesus to be the Lord of my life is a life-long process. Allowing Jesus to be the Lord of my life means that I yield or submit my life to Him and His leadership in all areas of my life. It means that I want Him to sit on the throne of my life. 
Let me give you a "bottom-line" answer to your question. 
When is Jesus Lord of our lives? Consider the following: 
1. When we obey the initial prompting of the Holy Spirit without arguing with Him about it.
2. When I am committed to following His will even when I don’t know what His will is.
3. When I am available to serve Him no matter what He requires of me or when He requires it.
4. When pleasing Him takes precedence over pleasing any other person on earth.
5. When I recognize that He is the source of all that I need in life and I go to Him as that source.
6. When I recognize His ownership of all that I am and all that I have.
7. When I learn to turn difficulties and failures into opportunities for growth.
8. When knowing Him becomes the obsession of my life.
No doubt, others could be added, but I have listed eight for you (as I like even numbers!) Remember, however, Lordship and Christian growth are a life-long process. It is a constant struggle as we are always having to fight the "enemy." Ask the Holy Spirit to help you keep Jesus on the throne of your life on a daily basis. God bless!
Spiritual Ground Zero: Christ – Epicenter of Our Faith!

Colossians 1:15-20

We are Christians. That one word distinguishes us from every other world religion and system of belief. What does it mean? What does it imply about our lifestyle? We must explore these questions both in theological and in practical terms. In theological terms, we could say that:

 Christ is the central figure in Biblical revelation – Dan DeHaan

 Jesus Christ is the meeting place of time and eternity, the blending of deity and humanity, the junction of heaven and earth – Anonymous

 Most men are notable for one conspicuous virtue or grace. Moses for meekness, Job for patience, and John for love. But in Jesus you find everything – J. Oswald Sanders
 He stands absolutely alone in history; in teaching, in example, in character, an exception, a marvel, and He is Himself the evidence of Christianity – A.T. Pierson
Perhaps our Scripture reading has articulated it best of all. Paul says that Jesus is the “image of the invisible God,” that “all things were created by him and for him,” that “he is the head of the body, the church,” that “in everything he has the supremacy,” and finally that “God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him.” It is difficult to imagine a more comprehensive set of statements about our Lord. In short, he is Lord of all of life! This has some far-reaching practical implications that we must explore.

The first and most obvious implication is that we must have no other gods before us if we are going to be able to say that, “He is Lord,” with any credibility. We must be able to say with Martin Luther, “No other God have I but Thee; born in a manger, died on a tree.” The second implication is that we must all be willing to examine ourselves in order to discover whether or not we have been giving place to other gods. Is our faith and trust truly in Christ and in Christ alone? As Roland Allen puts it, “What is necessary is faith. What is needed is the kind of faith which uniting a man or woman (italics my insertion) to Christ, sets him or her on fire.” Has the spark of life that resides at the core of our humanity been kindled and fanned into a flame by Christ as He resides at the center? Is Jesus on the throne of our life, or have we allocated to Him a lesser place at the periphery? We might well ask such questions of ourselves as these:

 Am I trying to serve both God and wealth? Jesus said that it cannot be done!

 If one were to review my spending habits, would they show that I am making a significant investment in the Kingdom of God in accordance with what Jesus has prescribed, or would those spending habits reveal that my investment in the Kingdom is marginal?

 Have I accorded the pursuit of pleasure the topmost position in my life? Then Jesus has been bumped out of first place!

 Is it my own ambition or agenda that drives me? Then I am no longer responding obediently to the voice of Jesus or to the promptings of the Spirit of God!

 How do I manage my time? Do I find myself propelled through each week from meeting to meeting, activity to activity, event to event, only to discover that invariably by the end of the week little or no time has been spent with the Master? People who are deeply involved in church work can fall into this soul-sapping trap. It is a monstrous irony that we should have little or no time for the One we are supposedly serving. We may begin well, focusing on Jesus, walking and talking with him as we expend our energies in doing the “good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Phil.2:10). But some day we may awaken to the awful realization that it is the works themselves that have the centrality – not Christ!

When Jesus addressed the church at Ephesus in Revelation 2:1-7, he grieved over the fact that they were as busy as ever doing church work and upholding their doctrines, but they had wandered away from their initial passion for the Lord and their love of Christ. Such a church cannot endure. In fact, Jesus said that if they did not repent and return to their first love, he would remove their candlestick! 

The third implication of Christ having the centrality in our life, as A. W. Tozer reminds us, is that we will learn to consider that everything in life is good to the degree that it conforms to the nature of God. Conversely, things are evil to the degree that they fail to conform to the nature of God. In other words, the Lord becomes our reference point as we take the measure of all things.

It is not a case of how the world thinks of things, but of how Jesus thinks of them. It’s not how our actions compare to those of our neighbors; rather, how do they compare to the behavior of Christ as glimpsed in the Scriptures?

When E. Stanley Jones questioned Mahatma Ghandi about how Christianity could be more acceptable in India, Ghandi said, “I would suggest, first, that all of you Christians … begin to live more like Jesus Christ.” 

In one of his noted sermons, Charles Spurgeon challenged his congregation with these words: “A Christian should be a striking likeness of Jesus Christ … We should be pictures of Christ … There is nothing that can so advantage you, nothing can so prosper you, so assist you, so keep your eyes radiant with glory, like the imitation of Jesus Christ.”
When Jesus has the place of centrality in our lives, when the Master is on the throne of our lives, his character will begin to permeate our thought-life, our speech, and our actions. He will be increasingly in control of our allegiances, our agendas, our schedules, commitments, our worship, and our service. In short, he will increasingly become Lord of all!

This has been difficult for human beings from the beginning. In Old Testament times, life was very pluralistic and polytheistic. There were numerous gods, innumerable deities, demons, and angels who were thought to rule over various spheres of life. Many of them were malevolent beings who had to be appeased. Offerings would have to be made to the river goddess; other offerings would have to be made to the god of the field. Gnarled trees were often thought to contain nasty spirits called dryads, so once again a ritual would have to be performed in order to appease a dryad that had been stirred as one passed by the tree. Life was so complicated. There were deities that presided over every sphere of life including politics, the family, war, fertility, and even the weather. That is why when Jehovah called out a people for Himself, wanting to set them free from superstition and enslavement to false gods, the first commandment He gave them was, “You shall have no other gods before me” (Exod. 20:3). Later, speaking through Moses, He said, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord, our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength” (Deut. 6:4).

But mark this, it is not enough to know that there is one God. Even the Devil knows that! Christians are required to do what Satan refuses to do. We are called to put our faith in God, trust in his power, hope in his promises, and obey his commands. We are called to give our allegiance to God and to no other! That means following Christ, to whom all authority and judgment has been committed by the Father.

This is what the first Christians did, and this is why they were hauled into the arena and fed to the lions. Under Roman rule, a conquered people were allowed to keep their tribal gods only as long as they were willing to acknowledge that Caesar was Lord over them. But the Christians said, “No! Jesus is Lord!” They determined that they would bring all of life under the lordship of Jesus. They would have none of the lordship of Caesar!

This is what we must do today. Caesar is still with us. He rears his ugly head in many forms. He orders us to keep the sacred separate from the secular. We are told to keep our faith private. I find it ludicrous that religion used to be out in the marketplace while human sexuality used to be in the private place of the marital bedroom. Now sex is everywhere, on billboards, in movie theatres, on prime-time television, while the Christian faith is not welcome outdoors. We live with what has become known as the Sunday-Monday divide. The sacred part of our life is experienced on Sunday. As soon as Monday morning arrives, however, we make the transition into the real world, the realm of the secular! But with our God, there is no sacred versus secular! He is the Lord of all of life! He takes an interest in how we conduct our business affairs; he cares whether or not we are an honest employee or a fair and just employer; he knows what kind of entertainment occupies our leisure-time, including the kind of movies we view, television programs we watch, and books we read; he knows whether we spend our time witnessing to people or talking about them.

This morning, I am compelled to say that there can be no non-God area in our lives. Our task is to make all aspects and dimensions of life sacred, including family, work, worship, play, and whatever else our hands find to do. We cannot relegate the presence of God only to church buildings and “worship hours.” If we really believe what Paul wrote here in Colossians 1:15-20, then Jesus will be our spiritual Ground Zero, our Touchstone, and the Epicenter of our life, as well as our Founder. He really will be Lord of all!

Recently I joined a fitness club. I happened to notice one of the windows at the club. On it there are two silhouettes. They are of a man and a woman running. As I stood before the silhouette of the man, I thought, “I wish I fit that shape!” I’ve been working out for several weeks now, and I still don’t fit that shape. My girth, while decreasing, still overflows the silhouette. Some day, through discipline and determination, I’m going to be conformed to the image of the silhouette. But it will take time! It takes time and work for us to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ. It is the discipline of suffering and sorrow, of obedience through times of trial and pain that eventually conforms us to His image. The starting point is that moment when we decide to make Jesus Lord of all our life, placing Him at the epicenter instead of the margins. Today, we can make that decision together and have Jesus at the epicenter of our church. Let’s pray!

Lord of All or Not Lord at All
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Luke 6:46-49
	


Robert Munger wrote a famous little book called, "My Heart, Christ's Home. He compares his life, his body to a house with many different rooms. And he invites Jesus to comes into his house, his life to live. In his house there is a library, a dining room, a living room, a work room and a recreation room. And Robert lets God into all the rooms of his life except one small closet. The closet was a mess and it smelled bad. You see, Jesus does not want you to give him just one room of your life to Him. He wants to be the Lord of your house. 
     In both English and Greek, the word "Lord" in our New Testament is a word that can mean (1) simple respect or it can mean (2) Jesus is the king of kings, Lord of Lords, the controller of everything. He is God. This is why early Christians would not say "Caesar is Lord." Who controls your life? Who is the Lord of your life? There are two passages of Scripture that we will look at today that talk about the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
     One is found in Luke 6:46-49. It says. 
	

Genesis 1:18

	"But why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and not do the things which I say? Whoever comes to Me, and hears my sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like:. He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock. But he who heard and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great" 


     Jesus is surprised that people who would call Him Lord, would agree to what He has been saying without obeying Him. "How can I be your Lord if you don't obey?" He asks. "How is it that your words say "Yes, you are my Lord's but your life doesn't?" Jesus asks. 
     And then Jesus tells us three characteristics of someone who has Jesus as their Lord. Verse 47 shows the 3 steps to Lordship. "I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice." 
1. COME TO CHRIST 
     The first THING that characterizes Lordship in life is that we come to Christ. Jesus tells us here that Lordship demands that we must first look turn to Christ. It is so easy to turn to many other places. Many people will not come to Christ and become a Christian because their family is not Christians and they don't want to upset the family. Other people do not come to Christ because of their friends. One girl told me, "I agree what you are saying. But I cannot come to Jesus because if i do I know I will have to stop drinking with my friends." Some people put their family first, some put friends first, others put themselves first. But Jesus says come to me first. In Matthew 6:33 Jesus says, "Seek you first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be added unto you." 
2. LISTEN TO HIM 
     Then verse 47 says "I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words ..." The second characteristic of one who makes Jesus his Lord is one who listens to God. Some people have come to Christ. They are Christians. They believe in Jesus. But they don't read His word. They don't listen to Him. They listen to many other voices on television and radio and the internet and many other places. Jesus wants you to come to Him. And He wants you to hear what He has to say. 
3. OBEY HIM 
     Then there is a third step. "I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice." After we hear what God wants how are we going to act? What will we do? Lordship is more than words. It is life. And Jesus is surprised at how many don't do that. Jesus tells us about another group in Matthew 7:21-27 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 
     The first thing we learn is that... 1) Saying the right words will not get us into heaven. Somehow we have this idea that all we have to do is say the right words and we will get into heaven. Jesus tells us here that if you believe that you are going to get a surprise. 
     The second thing we learn is that ... 2) Doing good works will not get us into heaven. Good works and obedience are not the same thing. In this scripture the people say they have done incredible, wonderful, spiritual things. But Jesus tells them that doing good works will not get them into His kingdom. 
     The third truth we learn from this passage is that ... 3) Obeying is the key to get into the kingdom of heaven. There are really only three kinds of people in the world. There are those who don't call him "Lord" and don't do what He asks. There are those who do call him "Lord" but don't do the things He asks. There are those who do call him "Lord" and do what He asks. 
THE CHEESE ON THE PIZZA 
     Many Christians divide their life into sections like a pizza. One section is their WORK or study, one section is time with FRIENDS, another section is PLAY or recreation, one section is time a HOME with family. One section is MONEY. And one section is GOD or church. That section is for Sunday. 
     But the Bible is not a Sunday book. God is not a Sunday God. God wants to be your God Monday through Sunday. He wants you to listen to Him, to read His book and have your quiet time every day. God doesn't want to be just one slice of pizza of your life. He wants to be the cheese on the pizza. The cheese is on every slice. God wants to be in your work slice and in your friends slice and in your play and at home and with your money. He wants to be in every area of your life. He wants to be in every room of your house, even in that secret closet that you try to hide. He knows all about it. He knows all about you. He knows what you are thinking right now. 
     Colossians 1:18 says, "that in all things He may have the preeminence." This means that Jesus must be above everything else. He is to be first place. He must be the center of our lives. 
