Understanding Submission and Authority
Book notes from Honor’s Reward: How to Attract God's Favor and Blessing by John Bevere

Chapter One 

Where is honor in today’s society? In our everyday lives? Honor has the power to greatly enhance your life. 
2 John 8  says: “Look to yourselves, that we do not lose these things we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward.”  
“Look to yourselves…” means to heed, examine, and watch out for ourselves. Don’t lose your inheritance; extensive labor can be lost in a moment through wrong choices.
· Matthew 10:22, 24:3, Mark 13:13- “Endure to the end…”
· Hebrews 3:14- “We have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end.” 

· Revelations 2:26- “He who overcomes; keeps my works until the end.” Christianity is not a sprint, but an endurance run.

Life Defining Moments

The story of King Rehoboam: His life defining moment came and the patterns in his life decided his actions which cost him his kingdom. 

We create patterns in our lives that cause us to make certain choices. If you’ve already developed the pattern of heeding wise counsel, you will naturally follow suit and find yourself greatly rewarded.

We don’t need to merely obey God, we need to catch His heart!

God is a rewarder!
· Hebrews 11:6, Genesis 15:1, Psalm 19:9-11, Psalm 57:2

· FULL Reward! 2 Corinthians 5:9-10 (Rewarded) 

There are “Eternal judgments” – What we do with the cross of Christ determines where we’ll spend eternity, however, the way we live there after as believers determines how we’ll spend it. 

Chapter Two 

Often God will send us what we need in a package we don’t want. Why? To let us know He’s God and we cannot second guess Him. We cannot search for answers merely with our heads, we must seek Him and His provision with our hearts. 
God is spirit and those who would know Him and His ways must know Him by His spirit who reveals truth. 

· Honor- Greek meaning: Time (tee-mee)/ a valuing, precious, weighty, appreciation, esteem, favorable regard, respect. 

· Partial Reward/ Full reward/ No reward 

With Jesus and the town of Nazareth -  They didn’t see Him as One divinely sent to fulfill God’s will, but as an ordinary man and because of this they only received a partial reward. Jesus was restrained from doing any mighty works. (Only a few were healed.) 

Remember, honor or dishonor can be displayed in deed, word, or thought, but all true honor originates from the heart. The Pharisees received no reward because of the dishonor in their heart. They never said anything out loud, but their dishonor revealed itself in the flesh. 
Chapter Three 
The centurion recognized the authority in Jesus and so he experienced full reward. The root of his motivation was honor. The Gentile woman whose daughter was possessed had determination and was not easily offended and so she experienced full reward! 

The honor principle is seen in 1 Samuel 2:30 “Those who honor Me I will honor and those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.” 

God considers those who dishonor Him as beneath His notice. 

The Woman and the alabaster box; Jesus lived out the honor principle…He honored her because she honored Him. 

Jesus said He would Manifest Himself when we bless or honor the ones He sends. (John 13:20) 

Matthew 10:40-42 - First, authority of the Father, then a prophet or the spokesperson for God (Whoever that may be in your life).
If we honor those above us, we receive a reward. As well as honoring those on our level and those in authority. 

Chapter Four 

There are examples in this chapter of missionaries who are preaching all over the world and hundreds of thousands are healed of diseases and major sicknesses. Those same people speak the same message in America and nothing happens. Why? (Honor) By honoring those above us we are rewarded by God through their position. Honor each person speaking into your life as if it were God Himself speaking to you. 

Chapter Five 
There are four divisions of authority:

· Civil

· Church

· Family 

· Social 

There are three levels of humans that we encounter 

· Those above us 

· Those on our level 

· Those entrusted to our authority 

1 Timothy 6:1 - Authority in the church 

Ephesians 6:2-3 

1 Thess. 5:12-13
The kingdom of God has rank. Why don’t we get and understand this? 

“We are a people trying to understand Kingdom principles with a democratic mind-set!”

This mind-set is the cause of most church splits. 

Home churches are full of hurt or offended people who don’t want accountability in their lives. 

He who has no honor in his heart for authority is not saved!!!!!!!!

To know God is to know authority. When we oppose God’s delegated authority, we oppose God Himself. 
There are two persecutions we will face as believers. 

· 1 Peter 2:20 (Self Inflicted) 

· 1 Peter 2:20-21 (For Righteous sake) 

Galatians 5:13 

All authority is of God, but not all authority is godly. 

David and King Saul: If there was any needed vengeance, David trusted God for it. David was tested with Saul in a deep sleep. He refused to touch God’s anointed and believed that God would take Saul down Himself. 

Chapter Six 
God is the originator of authority, but He is not the author of the cruelty. (1 Peter 2:18)

Most of us say to our leaders in our hearts… “ You will have to earn my respect before I can honor you.” 

So then, why did God give authority to cruel leaders? 

There are three benefits of honoring cruel leaders: 

· By submitting, we give it over to God and we can be assured that God will judge justly

· We are set up for a great reward!

· Godly character is being built

Submission- Attitude 

Obedience- Actions

Hebrews 13:7
Only when authority tells us to sin does the Bible say we shouldn’t listen. 

