The Mind Matrix
“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and TEACHING THEM TO OBEY EVERYTHING I HAVE COMMANDED YOU. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’” (Matt 28:18-20)

“He said to them, ‘Go into ALL THE WORLD [EVERY SPHERE OF LIFE] and preach the good news to ALL CREATION [EVERY REALM OF EXISTENCE].” (Mk 16:15
· “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy that depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.” (Col 2:8)

· Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-- his good, pleasing and perfect will. (Rom 12:2)

Why worldviews?

· Because ________________________________________________________

· the world is like it is because ______________________________________
“As a man thinks in his heart, so is he.” (Prov 23:7 NKJV)
“Your worldview is not simply a set of ideas floating through your head, with no bearing on the rest of your life. Rather, your worldview largely determines how you live your individual life, how you function within your family, and the role you choose to play in your community and they type of society and nation you choose to build with others.” (Darrow Miller)

"If all the world were Christian, it might not matter if all the world were uneducated. But to be ignorant now, not to be able to meet our opponents on their own ground, would be to throw down our weapons." (C. S Lewis)

What are worldviews?

Presuppositions

· Presuppositions are assumptions or basic premises we make about life. 
· May be true, partly true, or false

· Believe these presuppositions by faith. We do not choose between faith and reason – as though faith is irrational. 
· Our presuppositions are our answers to the basic questions of life, such as origin, knowledge, value, and destiny. These presuppositions form the foundation for our worldview. 

Worldviews

Worldview Definition: Our worldview is ___________________________________________
Glasses illustration

· Every person has a worldview (consistent or inconsistent).

· They have it by either design or default (consciously or unconsciously).

· They hold their worldview by faith (though they probably consider it fact).

· There are only a few worldviews when they are distilled to their basic presuppositions.

The 4 basic questions

Origin
· Where do I come from? 

· _________________
· Evolution
 Knowledge
· How do we know?
· Revelation 
· _________________ 
· Intuition 

Value
· What is of ultimate value? Where do we get morality and ethics from? 

· God.

· _________________
· Matter
Destiny
· Where are things going?
· __________________________
· Kingdom of earth 
The Biblical Christian Worldview

“Historic Christianity saw life in its totality and not in fragments. It was a total worldview.” (John Whitehead)

“Without a Biblical Worldview, all the great teaching goes in one ear and out the other. There are no intellectual pegs…in the mind of the individual to hang these truths on. So they just pass through. They don’t stick. They don’t make a difference.” (George Barna)
1. What is the main idea of Christianity? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How does Christianity answer the 4 questions?

Origin - _______________________________

Knowledge - ___________________________
Value - ________________________________
Destiny - ______________________________
“The Christian church was designed to make aggressive movements in every direction- to lift up her voice and put forth her energies against iniquities in high and low places- to reform individuals, communities, and governments and never rest until the whole Kingdom, and the greatness of the Kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the saints of the most high God, till every form of iniquity is driven from the earth.” (Charles Finney)

3. How does it build the 7 areas?

“For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is BEFORE ALL THINGS, and in HIM ALL THINGS HOLD TOGETHER…he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in EVERYTHING HE MIGHT HAVE THE SUPREMACY.” (Col 1:16-18)
“There is not one square inch of the entire creation about which Jesus does not cry out, “This is mine! This belongs to me!” (Abraham Kuyper, former Prime Minister of the Netherlands and University Chancellor)

 “The idea that the service to God should have only to do with a church altar, singing, reading, sacrifice, and the like is without doubt but the worst trick of the devil. How could the devil have led us more effectively astray than by the narrow conception that service to God takes place only in a church and by the works done therein...The whole world could abound with the services to the Lord - not only in churches but also in the home, kitchen, workshop, field.” (Martin Luther)

Family________________________________________________________________________________

Church________________________________________________________________________________State__________________________________________________________________________________Economics_____________________________________________________________________________
“Earn as much as you can. Save as much as you can. Invest as much as you can. Give as much as you can.” (John Wesley)

Education_____________________________________________________________________________Law__________________________________________________________________________________Arts__________________________________________________________________________________

“The aim and final end of all music should be none other than the glory of God and the refreshment of the soul.”  (Johan Sebastian Bach)

4. What is its dominant attitude, mood & emotion?

______________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is a positive aspect of this worldview?
______________________________________________________________________________________

“Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and if true, of infinite importance. The only thing it cannot be is moderately important.” (C.S. Lewis)

"If all the world were Christian, it might not matter if all the world were uneducated. But to be ignorant now, not to be able to meet our opponents on their own ground, would be to throw down our weapons." (C. S. Lewis)

Secular Humanism

“No deity will save us; we must save ourselves.” (Humanist Manifesto II)

“Without God, what is left? Man and the Universe. That should be enough. That has to be enough because that is all there is.” (Peter Angeles)

“All man’s problems were created by man and can be solved by man.” (President Kennedy)

“Glory to man in the highest for man is the master of all things.” (Poet Charles Swinberg)

6. What is the main idea of Secular Humanism? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. How does Secular Humanism answer the 4 questions?

Origin - _______________________________

Knowledge - ___________________________

Value - ________________________________

“The fundamental question of ethics is, who makes the rules? God or men? The theistic answer is that God makes them. The humanistic answer is that men make them. This distinction between theism and humanism is the fundamental division in moral theory.” (Max Hocutt)

“Darwin’s discovery of the principle of evolution sounded the death knell of religious and moral values. It removed the ground from under the feet of traditional religion.” (The Humanist magazine)

“We affirm that moral values derive their source from human experience. Ethics is autonomous and situational, needing no theological or ideological sanction. Ethics stems from human need and interest. To deny this distorts the whole basis of life.” (Humanist Manifesto 2000)

“I see no reason for attributing to man a significance different in kind from that which belongs to baboon or a grain of sand.” (Oliver Wendell Holmes)

Destiny - ______________________________

8. How does it build the 7 areas?

“Theism, the belief that God is, and atheism, the belief that God is not, are not simply two beliefs. They are two fundamental ways of seeing the whole of existence. The one, theism, sees existence as ultimately meaningful, as having a meaning beyond itself; the other sees existence as having no meaning beyond itself.” (Stephen D. Schwarz)

“Here are all the elements for a religious faith that shall not be confined to a sect, class, or race. Such a faith has always been implicitly the common faith of mankind. It remains to make it explicit and militant.” (John Dewey)

Family________________________________________________________________________________

Church________________________________________________________________________________State__________________________________________________________________________________
“We deplore the division of humankind on nationalistic grounds. Thus we look to the development of a system of world law and a world order based upon transnational federal government.” (Humanist Manifesto 2000)

Economics_____________________________________________________________________________Education_____________________________________________________________________________
“Education is the most powerful ally of Humanism, and every American public school is a school of Humanism. What can the theistic Sunday Schools, meeting for an hour once a week, and teaching only a fraction of the children, do to stem the tide of a five-day programme of humanistic teaching?” (Charles Francis Potter, signatory of The Humanist Manifesto)

Law__________________________________________________________________________________Arts__________________________________________________________________________________

9. What is it’s dominant attitude, mood & emotion?

______________________________________________________________________________________

10. What is a positive aspect of this worldview?

______________________________________________________________________________________

Post-modernism
“Whatever.” (Post-modern motto)

“The major philosophical question is: Why not suicide?” (Albert Camus)

11. What is the main idea of Post-modernism? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Things fall apart, the centre cannot hold” (William Butler Yeates)
12. How does Post-modernism answer the 4 questions?

Origin - _______________________________

Knowledge - ___________________________

Value - ________________________________

Destiny - ______________________________

The Friedrich Nietzsches and Michel Foucaults of the world do not have the answers. Nietzsche ended his life in a mental ward, and Foucault ended his life in misery and disgrace. Before dying of AIDS, he gave the disease to all his “lovers” so they, too, could experience new pleasures beyond sex. Here is Foucault’s nihilism: “Every trace of ourselves that is shaped by others must be destroyed: our political , cultural, and sexual identities, our notions of right and wrong, sanity and madness, even what is true and false, all vanish.” (Tim Lahaye & David Noebel)  

13. How does it build the 7 areas?

Family________________________________________________________________________________

Church________________________________________________________________________________State__________________________________________________________________________________Economics_____________________________________________________________________________Education_____________________________________________________________________________Law__________________________________________________________________________________Arts__________________________________________________________________________________

“I feel like I have a duty. I as an architect have a need to impose my worldview on the culture.” (Courtney Love)

“The ways in which sound affects the human organism are myriad and subtle. The loud sounds and bright lights of today are tremendous indoctrination tools.” (Life Magazine) 

14. What is its dominant attitude, mood & emotion?

______________________________________________________________________________________

“A truly sane person would be socially insane. Functionally, sanity means being deluded sufficiently to believe that life is worth living and that the human race is worth preserving. In our really sane moments we realise that life is but a “poor player that struts and frets his hour upon the stage and then is seen no more”; that “it is a tale told by an idiot full of sound and fury signifying nothing.”” (Herbert Tonne)

15. What is a positive aspect of this worldview?

______________________________________________________________________________________

Communism

“The Communists disdain to conceal their views and aims. They openly declare that their ends can be attained only by the forcible overthrow of all existing social conditions. Let the ruling classes tremble at a Communist revolution. The proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win.” (Karl Marx, Communist Manifesto)

“Even if for every hundred correct things we committed 10 000 mistakes, our revolution would still be – and it will be in the judgment of history – great and invincible” (Vladimir Lenin)

“We have once and for all declared war on religion and religious ideas care little whether we are called atheists or anything else.” (Frederick Engels)

16. What is the main idea of Communism? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. How does Communism answer the 4 questions?

Origin - _______________________________

Knowledge - ___________________________

Value - ________________________________

Destiny - ______________________________

18. How does it build the 7 areas?

Family________________________________________________________________________________

“The family deprives the worker of revolutionary consciousness.” (Aleksandra M. Kollontai)

Church________________________________________________________________________________
“Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the sentiment of a heartless world, as it is the spirit of spiritless conditions. It is the opium of the people.” (Karl Marx)

“Religion is opium for the people. Religion is a sort of spiritual booze…” (Vladimir Lenin)

“Every religious idea, every idea of God, even flirting with the idea of God, is unutterable vileness…vileness of the most dangerous kind, ‘contagion’ of the most abominable kind. Millions of sins, filthy deeds, acts of violence and physical contagions…are far less dangerous then the subtle, spiritual idea of a God decked out in the most ideological costumes…” (Vladimir Lenin)

State__________________________________________________________________________________
“The state is a special organisation of force; it is an organisation of violence for the suppression of some class.” (Vladimir Lenin)

“Our cause is sacred. He whose hand will tremble, who will stop midway, whose knees will shake before he destroys tens and hundreds of his enemies, he will lead the revolution into danger. Whoever will spare a few lives of enemies, will pay for it with hundreds and thousands of lives of the better sons of our fathers.” (Nikita Khrushchev) 

Economics_____________________________________________________________________________Education_____________________________________________________________________________Law__________________________________________________________________________________
“The revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat is rule won and maintained by the use of violence by the proletariat against the bourgeoisie, rule that is unrestricted by any laws.” (Vladimir Lenin)

Arts__________________________________________________________________________________

“I cannot listen to music, it excites my nerves. I feel like talking nonsense and caressing people who, living in such a filthy hell, can create such beauty. Because today one must not caress anyone: They will bite off your hand. One must break heads, pitilessly break heads, even if, ideally, we are opposed to all violence.” (Lenin to Gorky, 1924)

19. What is its dominant attitude, mood & emotion?

______________________________________________________________________________________

20. What is a positive aspect of this worldview?

______________________________________________________________________________________

New Age Movement

“Om” (Meaningless meditation repeated to empty the mind)

“There is only one question. And once you know the answer to the question there are no more to ask…Who am I? And to that question there is only one answer – I am God.” (Mother Baba)

“I am God” (Shirley MacLaine)

21. What is the main idea of The New Age Movement? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

22. How does the New Age answer the 4 questions?

Origin - _______________________________

Knowledge - ___________________________

“It [is] not possible to judge another’s truth.” (Shirley MacLaine)

Value - ________________________________

Destiny - ______________________________

23. How does it build the 7 areas?

Family________________________________________________________________________________

“An individual’s sexual preference should be viewed as neither good nor evil.” (Kevin Ryerson)

“People who divorce almost inevitably feel that they have failed because they assume all marriages should last forever. In most cases, however, the marriage has actually been a total success – it has helped each person to grow to the point where they no longer need its old form.” (Shakti Gawain) 

Church________________________________________________________________________________
“Christ is the same force as Lucifer…Lucifer prepares man for the experience of Christhood.” (David Spangler)

State__________________________________________________________________________________Economics_____________________________________________________________________________Education_____________________________________________________________________________Law__________________________________________________________________________________Arts__________________________________________________________________________________

24. What is its dominant attitude, mood & emotion?

______________________________________________________________________________________

25. What is a positive aspect of this worldview?

______________________________________________________________________________________

Islam

“Allah’s apostle was asked, ‘What is the best deed?’ He replied, ‘To believe in Allah and his Apostle.’ The questioner then asked, ‘What is the next?’ He replied, ‘To participate in Jihad in Allah’s cause’” (the Hadith, Al Bukhari, Vol 1 # 25)

“The conduct of God, who disposes all things kindly, is to put religion into the mind by reason and into the heart by grace. But to put it into the heart or mind by force and threats is not to put religion there but terror: terror that is more powerful than religion.” (Blaise Pascal)

26. What is the main idea of Islam? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“My contention is that Islam’s founder Muhammad, and the Quran, its holy book, condone violence as a legitimate tool for furthering Allah’s goals. And that those who use violence in the name of Allah are following a tradition that began with the very birth of Islam.” (Don Closson) 

“While living in Medina, having escaped from persecution in Mecca, Muhammad supported himself and his group of followers by raiding Meccan caravans. His fame grew after a stunning defeat of a large, well-defended caravan, at Badr. Muhammad was also willing to have assassinated those who merely ridiculed his prophetic claims. The list of those killed included Jews, old men and women, slaves, and a mother of 5 children who was killed while she slept. Also, in order to violate a long-standing ban against warfare during the sacred month, he claimed a new revelation that gave him permission to kill his enemies…Suspecting that a local Jewish tribe had plotted with the Meccans to destroy him, Muhammad had all the men of the tribe killed and the women and children sold into slavery.” (Don Closson)

“The history of Islam has essentially been a history of conquest and re-conquest. The seventh century “breakout” of Islam from Arabia was followed by the rapid conquest of North Africa, the invasion and virtual conquest of Spain and a thrust into France that carried the crescent to the gates of Paris.” (Paul Johnson)

27. How does Islam answer the 4 questions?

Origin - _______________________________

Knowledge - ___________________________

Value - ________________________________

Destiny - ______________________________

“Whether good or evil, all beings are subject to Allah, and in the final analysis do his bidding. The universe is ultimately under the control of its creator. Allah is all-powerful! No wonder this leads to a sense of fatalism among Muslims. God’s will must be done! If a person dies, or suffers misfortune, it is the will of Allah. Likewise if a person has success it is also the will of Allah.” (David Burnett)

28. How does it build the 7 areas?

Family________________________________________________________________________________

Church________________________________________________________________________________
“Whoever changes his Islamic religion, kill him.” (The Hadith Vol, 9:57)

“No Muslim should be killed for killing a kafir (infidel) (the Hadith Vol, 9:50)

“I shall God willing, shortly after saying these words, be meeting my God with pride, dignity and having avenged my religion and all the martyrs who precede me on this route.” (Last words of Islamic suicide Bomber who died killing 12 Israeli soldiers in Southern Lebanon on 25th May 1995) 

“We shall never call for or accept a negotiated peace. We shall only accept war – Jihad – the holy war. We have resolved to drench the lands of Palestine and Arabia with the blood of the infidels or to accept Martyrdom for the glory of Allah.” (Abdul Aziz Ibn Saud)

State__________________________________________________________________________________Economics_____________________________________________________________________________Education_____________________________________________________________________________Law__________________________________________________________________________________Arts__________________________________________________________________________________

“It can be seen that the Islamic worldview is one in which an external, immutable law has been given to humankind. This law touches every part of life, and yet it fails to meet the inner needs of the human heart.” (David Burnett)

29. What is its dominant attitude, mood & emotion?

______________________________________________________________________________________

30. What is a positive aspect of this worldview?

______________________________________________________________________________________

Traditional African Worldview

“You are a person because of others” (African Bank slogan)

“I am well if you are well.” (African greeting)

“If you follow the old people, you will not get bitten by the dog.” (Animist proverb)

31. What is the main idea of the Traditional African Worldview? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Human beings exist in a complex and dangerous world of seen and unseen powers and beings. Nature is influenced by these various spiritual beings and forces, which are capricious and able to disturb the balance of nature. Humans must therefore ally themselves with the forces of good, which cause the annual cycle of nature to bring forth its harvest. Failure to do so would disturb the balance of nature and bring disaster upon the whole tribe. (David Burnett)

“Because people live in a capricious world of hostile spirits they must follow the well-worn paths of their ancestors. People in traditional societies have learned to live in the world, and have passed on their wisdom in terms of mythology and rituals...An important aspect of knowing how to live within the hostile world is to know how to avoid disturbing the spirits, and how to manipulate spiritual powers. The cultic prohibitions (taboos) passed on by the ancestors provide rules that regulate human behaviours so as to avoid upsetting the spirits. If the equilibrium within the world is disturbed it may be restored by rituals that often involve blood sacrifices. In these ways, the non-material reality can be manipulated and influenced by means of religion and magic.” (David Burnett)

32. How does the Traditional African Worldview answer the 4 questions?

Origin - _______________________________

Knowledge - ___________________________

Value - ________________________________

Destiny - ______________________________

33. How does it build the 7 areas?

Family________________________________________________________________________________

Church________________________________________________________________________________State__________________________________________________________________________________Economics_____________________________________________________________________________Education_____________________________________________________________________________Law__________________________________________________________________________________Arts__________________________________________________________________________________

34. What is its dominant attitude, mood & emotion?

______________________________________________________________________________________

35. What is a positive aspect of this worldview?

______________________________________________________________________________________

Heirs of the World

It was not through law that ABRAHAM AND HIS OFFSPRING received the promise that he would be HEIR OF THE WORLD, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. (Rom 4:13)
Ask of me, and I will make the NATIONS YOUR INHERITANCE, the ENDS OF THE EARTH YOUR POSSESSION. (Ps 2:8)
Group Questions

1. What are worldviews?

2. Why is it important to know about worldviews?

3. How can you go about learning more about worldviews?

4. What is the connection between worldviews and spiritual warfare? Worldviews and evangelism? Worldviews and leadership?

5. Name some experts on worldviews. Name some books that are very good on worldviews.  

6. What would you say are the most dominant worldviews competing for the youth of South Africa? Describe the main effects of the worldview on kids. 

7. What is the main idea of Christianity? 

8. How does Christianity answer the 4 questions?

9. How does it build the 7 areas (family, church, state, economics, education, law, and arts)?

10. What is the main idea of Secular Humanism?

11. How does it answer the 4 questions?

12. How does it build the 7 areas?

13. What is the main idea of Post-modernism?

14. How does it answer the 4 questions?

15. How does it build the 7 areas?

16. What is the main idea of Communism?

17. How does it answer the 4 questions?

18. How does it build the 7 areas?

19. What is the main idea of the New Age?

20. How does it answer the 4 questions?

21. How does it build the 7 areas?

22. What is the main idea of Islam?

23. How does it answer the 4 questions?

24. How does it build the 7 areas?

25. What is the main idea of the Traditional African Worldview?

26. How does it answer the 4 questions?

27. How does it build the 7 areas?

28. How do you think we should train youth workers in worldviews?

29. How do you think we should train Christians in schools about worldviews?

30. How can we effectively reach people with other worldviews?
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