Murder Mystery Night

The Big Idea:

This event is a dramatic enactment of a court room drama featuring various members of the youth group where a murder has taken place. The audience watches the staged court room scenes and then gets to reflect on who they think is the murder and what their motive was. The night ends with  gospel message or message on justice.
The Preparation:

* Adapt the script for your youth ministry – changing names of characters and places as needed.

* Print copies of the script for each person.

* Appoint characters for the play

- Prosecutor
- Defence
- Judge

- Court Clerk

- The victim
- A youth leader and victim’s girlfriend
- A youth leader
- The guy in a coma
- A youth leader and the coma guy’s wife
- A young person - guy
- A young person - female
- The Jury (The rest of the youth group)

* Create a court room scene: 

- A Judges chair

- A witness stand

- The jury (members of the youth group)

- Table for the Defense (on the left hand side)

- Table for the Prosecution (on the right hand side) 
* Find a copy of the Law and Order theme song on the Internet to play during the night.
The Program:

The evening starts with a bailiff calling the audience to order as the judge arrives. The group is briefed and divided into groups – we used 3 groups of teens. The courtroom scene is then enacted. While hearing the evidence, the jury should try and complete the quiz sheet. There is a presentation of verdict with reasons for decision. The judge determines which group has presented the best arguments. After the murder mystery the Court Room Gospel Presentation can be used or a talk given about justice. Also, there is a talk below the script that can be used.
Murder Mystery - Script

Introduction
Ladies and gentlemen of the jury and this court, we are here today to hear evidence relating to the murder or John Webb on Monday the 1st September 2008. Mr. Webb (Jesse’s boyfriend) was found dead face down in the lake at Zoo Lake. It is the role of the jury to hear the evidence that is presented today to find out who is guilty of this crime. You as the jury must fairly consider the arguments for the guilt or innocence of Mrs. Priscilla Matthews, Mr. Robert Matthews (who cannot be present due to being in a coma), Miss Jesse Smith and Mr. Mtha Nkonzo. The defending lawyer Mr. Andrew Falkson and the prosecuting lawyer Mr. Mark Tittley have together agreed that the first witness to be called today will be Priscilla Matthews.
Scene 1

	Court Clerk
	Priscilla Matthews, please come to the witness stand.

	Judge
	Please take your oath.

	Priscilla
	I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

	Judge
	OK, Mr. Falkson.

	Defence
	Priscilla, can you in your own words run us through the events that took place on the night of the 1st September 2008?

	Priscilla
	At about 7:30 PM Robert came home and on arriving home he noticed I was visibly pregnant.

	Defence
	Why was it that he only noticed at this time?

	Priscilla
	He had been working away for the last 5 months.

	Defence
	OK, please continue.

	Priscilla
	He got really angry really fast. He never suspected the baby was his… I guess it makes sense really and I was stupid to believe he’d ever fall for it.

	Defence
	Then what happened?

	Priscilla
	He stormed out of the house and slammed the door, and went to his car and drove off. (Starts to look upset)

	Defence
	About what time was this?

	Priscilla
	(Visibly crying) It was probably about 7:45. The adverts were on between the two halves or Isidingo. And I never saw him again…not awake or breathing or… (Bursts into tears)

	Defence
	No more questions.

	Judge
	OK, Mr. Tittley, you may begin your cross-examination.

	Defence
	Your honour, I request that the witness may have a break to recover herself. She is still deeply traumatised by her husbands accident.

	Judge
	Sustained. Call the next witness.


Scene 2
	Court Clerk
	Mtha Nkonzo… (Mtha rises and comes to the witness stand)

	Judge
	Please take your oath.

	Mtha
	I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

	Judge
	Mr. Falkson, I suspect you have some questions for Mtha?

	Defence
	Yes your honour. Mtha, would you tell the court what you were doing on the evening of the 1st of September?

	Mtha
	Yes, sir. I was leading igniteCONNECT and…

	Defence
	igniteCONNECT?

	Mtha
	A small group youth meeting in Parktown North. Anyway, at just a little after eight Robert burst in and started yelling at me.

	Defence
	What did Robert say to you?

	Mtha
	He shouted at me that Priscilla was pregnant, which I already knew because it was really obvious, and then started asking me if I was responsible for it. He asked me over and over again. I suggested that we went outside my house to talk about it. He agreed as he could see there were young people around, so we went outside. 

	Defence
	What happened next?

	Mtha
	We talked for the next 10 or 15 minutes. He was really angry all of the time, but I managed to convince him that it wasn’t me who had got Priscilla pregnant. He muttered something about John and Jesse and stormed off in his car, probably there.

	Defence
	And once he had gone you returned to your youth group?

	Mtha
	No, I decided I needed to talk to Priscilla about this. To find out what was going on and sort things out. I was in shock. So I went up to the phone box and made a call to Priscilla. We talked for just over ten minutes on the phone. Once the phone call had finished I went straight back to the Connect group meeting. It was 9:00 by the time I got there and the meeting finishes at about 9:00, so myself and another youth leader took the young people home.

	Defence
	Thank you Mtha. Mr. Tittley…

	Prosecution
	Mtha, you took Robert outside of your house to talk with him. Can you clarify for us why this was?

	Mtha
	I just didn’t think it was appropriate in front of the young people.

	Prosecution
	After Robert had left, you went to a phone box to make a phone call. Surely you have a phone in your house, Mtha?

	Mtha
	Of course I do, but I didn’t want any of the young people to overhear what I was saying.

	Prosecution
	I’m sure a man like you would possess a cell phone?

	Mtha
	I have one, but I don’t use it much.

	Prosecution
	So you instead decided to go to the nearest telephone box?

	Mtha
	Yes

	Prosecution
	Mtha, how far away is the nearest telephone box?

	Mtha
	It’s up near the Mall, so that’s about 10 minutes on foot.

	Prosecution
	Did you wish to get back to your youth group as soon as possible?

	Mtha
	Yes, sir.

	Prosecution
	Then why didn’t you use your car?

	Mtha
	I didn’t think of it at the time.

	Prosecution
	If you were away from 8:20 and didn’t return until 9:00 PM then it appears you have managed to lose between 10 and 15 minutes of time somewhere in your story Mtha. This is very convenient.

	Mtha
	Maybe I spent longer on the phone, or maybe I walked slower than normal.

	Prosecution
	When people are anxious, they tend to hurry rather than dawdle. Would you not agree?

	Mtha
	Yes, sir.

	Prosecution
	Then your apparent loss of the time casts some doubt over your innocence. If you were to have taken your car, would there not have been time for you to follow Robert to John’s?

	Mtha
	There may have been.

	Prosecution
	You swore to tell the truth. Now tell us if there was time.

	Mtha
	(Angrily) How could I know when I didn’t go there?

	Prosecution
	Mtha, what was your relationship with Priscilla like?

	Mtha
	We were friends.

	Prosecution
	What sort of friends?

	Mtha
	Good friends. We enjoyed each other’s company.

	Prosecution
	Maybe you could share with us what kind of company you gave each other?

	Mtha
	We just did…friend stuff.

	Prosecution
	Being single must make you long for a relationship.

	Mtha
	Not really.

	Prosecution
	Priscilla was just the ticket for you, wasn’t she?

	Mtha
	(Getting annoyed) What are you suggesting?

	Prosecution
	That you enjoyed her friendship a little too much.

	Mtha
	(Angrily shouts) No!

	Prosecution
	And one day you didn’t protect yourself as well as you should have.

	Mtha
	(Yells) She was my friend!

	Judge
	Mtha, please calm yourself down.

	Mtha
	(still shouting) He’s accusing me of having sexual relations with my friend!

	Defence
	Maybe that’s enough questions for Mtha right now.

	Judge
	Mr. Tittley, are you in agreement?

	Prosecution
	Yes, your Honour, if he can be recalled later in the case.

	Judge
	So be it. Sustained. Mtha, go and calm yourself. Next witness.


Scene 3

	Court Clerk
	Chris Stauffer, please make yourself present at the witness stand.

	Judge
	Please take your oath, young man.

	Chris
	I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

	Defence
	Chris, did you hear Mtha’s testimony?

	Chris
	Yes, I did.

	Defence
	Is the sequence of events Mtha described consistent with what you saw?

	Chris
	The things that I saw match up with those. And it was almost spot on 9 PM when Mtha returned. I know because we had the TV on and a program was just about to start.

	Defence
	Do you have anything to add to Mtha testimony?

	Chris
	No, I do not.

	Defence
	No further questions.

	Prosecution
	Chris, you heard my questions to Mtha about his relationship with Priscilla?

	Chris
	Yes, sir.

	Prosecution
	Chris, if I was to suggest that they had a tendency to flirt with each other, would you agree?

	Defence
	Objection. Leading question.

	Judge
	Sustained. Mr. Tittley, please do not lead the witness.

	Prosecution
	Sorry your honour. Chris, in your own words, how would you describe the relationship between Mtha and Priscilla?

	Chris
	They seemed to spend quite a bit of time together, they were obviously good friends. They flirted together, though more when the majority of the young people were not around.

	Prosecution
	How were you aware of this fact?

	Chris
	I am a teen shepherd so I spend more time with the leaders.

	Prosecution
	Thank you Chris. No further questions.


Break #1 – Time for jury to complete their sheet and ask questions
Scene 4

	Court Clerk
	Jesse Smith, please.

	Judge
	Your oath, madam.

	Jesse
	I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

	Defence
	Jesse, I know this will be hard for you so I will keep my questions brief. Are you John’s girlfriend?

	Jesse
	Yes, I’d been with him for a few years.

	Defence
	Please can you talk us through the events that took place on the night of John’s death?

	Jesse
	Robert showed up at our house at around 8:30 and demanded to see John. He seemed pretty mad; I hadn’t seen him like that before. I was scared but then John came to the door. Robert yelled “So what have you been up to with my Priscilla”. (Jesse looks like she’s going to cry, then pulls herself together) Then they went off for a walk together.

	Defence
	Did John return to your house?

	Jesse
	(flatly) No

	Defence
	Did Mtha appear on the scene or drive past in his car at any time?

	Jesse
	Not that I am aware of.

	Defence
	OK, that’ll be all for now.

	Judge
	Mr. Tittley, I imagine you will have some questions for Jesse?

	Prosecution
	Yes, your honour. Thank you. Jesse, how was your relationship with John going before the time of his death?

	Jesse
	We were doing all right I suppose.

	Prosecution
	You suppose?

	Jesse
	I just meant things were going OK.

	Prosecution
	Maybe things weren’t as good as they always had been between you?

	Jesse
	(falters) Well, no, but…

	Prosecution
	Maybe they were not at all good?

	Jesse
	(Pause the stammers) Well…

	Prosecution
	Maybe things were falling apart badly. Tell me, Jesse, did you ever suspect that John was having an affair?

	Jesse
	(Shakily) No, well, not really…

	Prosecution
	Then when Robert showed up and made his accusation it all became clear in your mind? And you were jealous because you wanted John to yourself. You felt really angry against him. Did John really not return?

	Jesse
	(Starts to get upset and hysterically shouts) I told you he didn’t!

	Prosecution
	You were in the house all alone. Your family were all out. You knew they wouldn’t be back until late. You had the perfect opportunity…

	Jesse
	(shouts) I didn’t kill him!!!

	Prosecution
	Jesse, I never suggested you did. I was simply going to say you had the perfect opportunity to work things out with him. But maybe the thought of killing John was on your mind?

	Jesse
	I told you, I didn’t! 

	Prosecution
	Did you ever feel any anger against John that night?

	Jesse
	(says nothing)

	Prosecution
	Jesse, I asked you if you ever felt any anger against John that night?

	Jesse
	(still says nothing)

	Judge
	Mr. Tittley, I don’t think Jesse has suffered temporary deafness. She heard your question the first time. Jesse, please will you answer Mr. Tittley’s question truthfully as you swore to do?

	Jesse
	I was angry and upset, but I’d never kill him! I loved him.

	Prosecution
	That will do for now. (To Judge) Your honour, may I request that Jesse is not discharged? I may have further questions for her.

	Defence
	Objection. I don’t see that there is anything else that she can tell us.

	Prosecution
	Your honour, we haven’t yet heard all of the evidence.

	Judge
	OK, objection over-ruled. Jesse may be questioned further if Mr. Tittley can show a purpose. For now, she may be dismissed from the witness stand.

	Judge
	Will Cheryl Pillay please step forward and read the pathology report.


Scene 5

Pathologists Report

	Report By: 
	 Doctor Vincent Van Rensburg

	About The Body Of: 
	 John Webb


The deceased was in reasonable form at the time of his death. All limbs were present, and all external organs were intact. He had large quantities of water inside his lungs and stomach, however did not show signs of having drowned. Therefore the cause of death was not drowning.

The time of death was established to have been the night of Monday the 1st September 2008. Chemical tests were also carried out and it is likely that the deceased’s life ended later between 9-10 PM.

The deceased received at least 5 blows to the head with blunt objects, perhaps the same object. These caused cracking or denting of the skull however two of these caused sharp fragments of the skull to break away. These fragments then embedded themselves into the brain, one deeply. This resulted in a brain haemorrhage and several large blood vessels were burst. The brain haemorrhage was in the area of the brain used for control of organs such as the heart, and the damage was significant enough that the brain could not have recovered successfully alone, and even if surgery had taken place there would have been extreme loss of memory and sensation.

Therefore, the cause of death was a brain haemorrhage induced by the shattering of the skull in a number of places after several blows of a blunt object.

End of report.

Signed:  V. Van Rensburg
Scene 6

	Judge
	Mr. Falkson, is there any witness you wish to recall or any further witnesses you wish to call?

	Defence
	I have a further witness, your honour, but I would like to recall Priscilla first.

	Judge
	Any objections?

	Prosecution
	(Shakes head)

	Court Clerk
	Priscilla Matthews

	Defence
	Priscilla, earlier you testified to the court about the events that took place on the evening of the 1st February. Do you have anything you wish to add?

	Priscilla
	No, sir.

	Defence
	OK, thank you. Priscilla, please could you describe the nature of your relationship with Mtha?

	Priscilla
	We were friends. We’d known each other for years. We’d always been a bit flirtatious together, but there was nothing serious in it.

	Defence
	Were you ever involved with sexual conduct with Mtha?

	Priscilla
	No.

	Defence
	OK, that’s all. Mr. Tittley, I suspect you will have some questions for Priscilla?

	Prosecution
	Indeed I do. Priscilla, when did you come to know John?

	Priscilla
	It was a couple of years ago when I first met him.

	Prosecution
	And how did you meet him?

	Priscilla
	He was Jesse’s boyfriend, and we are friends, so I got to know him through her.

	Prosecution
	What was your opinion of him?

	Priscilla
	He was a nice guy. A likable guy, so I liked him I guess.

	Prosecution
	You liked him a lot?

	Priscilla
	We were friends.

	Prosecution
	Friends in the same way you were friends with Mtha?

	Priscilla
	No, well… yes… but..

	Prosecution
	Maybe you were somewhat closer to John than you were to Mtha?

	Priscilla
	(Cautiously) What do you mean, sir?

	Prosecution
	I mean that maybe it was more than just innocent flirting. Priscilla, did you ever spend any time alone with John?

	Priscilla
	From time to time.

	Prosecution
	For what purpose?

	Priscilla
	None really…just to… well… do friend stuff.

	Prosecution
	You liked being with him?

	Priscilla
	Yes…but…

	Prosecution
	But what? But it had to be secret?

	Priscilla
	(Shrugs)

	Prosecution
	(Raising voice) Well did it? What did you really do with John? Priscilla, who is the father of the baby inside you?

	Priscilla
	(Quietly) Robert

	Prosecution
	How?

	Priscilla
	(Angrily) I don’t know, but it is!

	Prosecution
	I’ve got a different theory. Robert was away, and you got lonely. Hunger built up inside you. You saw a man in difficulty in his relationship with his girlfriend and, posing to be there to help them through it, you used him to satisfy your hunger. You…

	Jesse
	(From off stage) NO! NO!! They wouldn’t do such a thing…

	Judge
	(Roars) Jesse, if you have something to say, you will say it on the witness stand and under oath. Do you hear me?

	Jesse
	(While all this is going on, Priscilla is holding her head in her hands) (Quietly) Yes.

	Judge
	Mr. Tittley, continue your cross examination.

	Prosecution
	Thank you, your honour. Priscilla, you seem disturbed by my suggestions. Maybe you would like to explain why this would be.

	Priscilla
	(Remains silent)

	Prosecution
	Let me ask you a simpler question. Is John the father of the child you carry?

	Priscilla
	(Quietly) I’ve told you, the child belongs to Robert.

	Prosecution
	How, Priscilla, how?

	Priscilla
	(Almost crying) I don’t know, but it does. It does!!!

	Prosecution
	No further questions.


Scene 7

	Judge
	Mr. Falkson, do you have any further witnesses to call?

	Defence
	No.

	Judge
	Mr. Tittley?

	Prosecution
	I have one more witness your honour. Chloe Smith.

	Court Clerk
	Chloe Smith, please come to the witness stand.

	Judge
	Please take your oath.

	Chloe
	I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

	Judge
	Mr. Falkson, do you have any questions for Chloe?

	Defence
	No, your honour. In fact, I don’t even know what she has been called for.

	Judge
	Maybe Mr. Tittley will be able to share this with us.

	Prosecution
	Yes, your honour, I can. Chloe, in a statement you gave you stated that you had seen Priscilla with John at the Zone in Rosebank. Is this correct?

	Chloe
	Yes, sir.

	Prosecution
	Can you describe what they were doing?

	Chloe
	Shopping, I would imagine, they…

	Defence
	(Butts in) Objection. I don’t see the relevance of this question.

	Prosecution
	My apologies. I believe my question was not as clear as it may have been. 

	Judge
	OK, Mr. Tittley. Objection sustained. Continue.

	Prosecution
	Chloe, what I was really meaning to ask is how they were acting towards each other.

	Chloe
	How do you mean?

	Prosecution
	Your honour, I fear if were to use an example to make my question clear, it may be taken as leading the witness.

	Judge
	(Thinks for a moment, looking wise, then asks softly) Chloe, were Priscilla and John walking closely to each other?

	Chloe
	Yes, in fact they were holding hands.

	Prosecution
	(Smiles at judge thankfully) Did they talk to each other?

	Chloe
	Yes, they seemed to be laughing and joking together. I didn’t get that close to them though, so I can’t be sure.

	Prosecution
	And about how long ago was this incident?

	Chloe
	About two months ago. 

	Prosecution
	OK, thank you Chloe. That will be all.

	Judge
	OK Chloe, you may leave the witness stand. Congratulations for not leaving this one in tears, Mr. Tittley.

	Prosecution
	Thanks your honour.

	Judge
	Do either of you wish to recall any witnesses?

	Prosecution
	Your honour, I wish to question Jesse further.

	Defence
	Your honour, I believe it would be beneficial for the court to hear Mr. Tittley’s reasoning for this.

	Prosecution
	The evidence gained from my cross examination of Priscilla and Chloe has given rise to a few questions in my mind about what Jesse knew or suspected about the possible relationship there may have been between Priscilla and John. I also have questions about her earlier outbreak.

	Judge
	OK, Mr. Tittley. After a short break we will call Jesse to the witness stand.


Break # 2
Scene 8

	Court Clerk
	Jesse Smith, please come to the witness stand.

	Prosecution
	Jesse, did you hear the testimony given by Chloe?

	Jesse
	Yes sir.

	Prosecution
	Does it surprise you in any way?

	Jesse
	How do you mean?

	Prosecution
	To hear that Priscilla and John were seen together, holding hands and being affectionate towards one another?

	Jesse
	I was not surprised to hear they had been spending time together ‘cus I knew they talked and so on, but I didn’t think they would hold hands, especially…

	Prosecution
	(Very softly interrupting) Especially at the mall where they could be seen.

	Jesse
	(Nods slightly, but then realises she shouldn’t have).

	Prosecution
	Jesse, did you know that John and Priscilla had been having or were having an affair the night that Robert came to your house?

	Jesse
	I thought he might be up to something but I didn’t know he’d be…you know…

	Prosecution
	(Again, softly) Engaging in sexual conduct?

	Jesse
	(Remains silent and tries to look blank)

	Prosecution
	Then when Robert came banging on your door you knew your suspicions were true, right?

	Jesse
	I…I would have thought Mtha was more the guy Priscilla would go after…

	Prosecution
	Making you even more shocked that it was John?

	Jesse
	(Loudly) I wanna say something. (Pauses a moment) My boyfriend is dead. I loved him. And now you (points at prosecution) are trying to make him out to be all bad. How dare you do such a thing, how dare you.

	Defence
	(Rushes over to witness stand to console Jesse and says softly…) Now, now…

	Judge
	Jesse, this is a court of law. The prosecution are putting forth hypothetical situations to attempt to work out what really happened and how your boyfriend was killed. I know this is an ordeal for you, but please just answer the questions asked of you and we can have it over with quickly. Mr. Tittley…

	Prosecution
	Thank you, your honour. Jesse, when Robert arrived at your house and accused John of impregnating Priscilla, how did you feel?

	Jesse
	I didn’t believe it.

	Prosecution
	Maybe you just didn’t want to believe it? Did the idea sink in while John was gone?

	Jesse
	A little, but…

	Prosecution
	And then when he returned, you’d decided to get your revenge?

	Jesse
	I…no…he didn’t return, I told you that.

	Prosecution
	How long was it before you saw John again after he’d disappeared with Robert?

	Jesse
	He didn’t get back to the house.

	Prosecution
	But did he have to? Jesse, you swore to tell the whole truth. Did you or did you not have an argument or fight with John on his return that culminated in his death?

	Jesse
	(Shakily and starting to get upset) No! I loved him.

	Prosecution
	Loved him and wanted him to yourself and only yourself? Couldn’t bare the thought of having to share him?

	Jesse
	No! I mean…yes.

	Defence
	Objection! That question was misleading.

	Judge
	Agreed, but it’s a little too late to object once the witness has given the answer, Mr. Falkson.

	Prosecution
	Jesse, you don’t seem too sure of what you mean now. 

	Defence
	Objection. Browbeating the witness.

	Judge
	Mr. Tittley…

	Prosecution
	Your honour, I have no more questions for Jesse.

	Defence
	Your honour, I object to Mr. Tittley’s conduct against my client.

	Judge
	Mr. Falkson, I agree that Mr. Tittley has been hard on the witnesses today, but his questions have been allowable in the eyes of the law. Jesse, you are dismissed. Mr. Falkson, Mr. Tittley, do you wish to call any further witnesses?

	Defence
	No, your honour, but I have a theory to put forward to the court.

	Judge
	Very well.


Scene 9

	Defence
	Ladies and Gentlemen, the one man who is key to this case who is not available for question today is Robert. It is very possible that Jesse may be telling the truth and that John never did return from his walk with Robert. Instead Robert, being satisfied that John was responsible for Priscilla’s pregnancy, may have decided to take his own revenge. After all, they were alone and Zoo Lake is very quiet at that time of night. Then Robert, not being able to cope with what he had just done, got himself involved in a fatal car crash on his way back to Sandton.

	Prosecution
	In a previous case it was determined that Robert’ crash was an accident.

	Defence
	Well, things are not always as they seem. It is a possible theory.

	Judge
	Very well. Mr. Tittley, do you have anything to say?

	Prosecution
	Your honour, I believe it could be helpful to have Mtha back on the witness stand.

	Judge
	Very well, Mr. Tittley. (Defence looks hacked off). But make it quick. Mtha…

	Prosecution
	Thank you your Honour.


Scene 10

	Prosecution
	Mtha, you knew both Priscilla and John quite well?

	Mtha
	Fairly well, yes. Priscilla best.

	Prosecution
	What did you know of the relationship between Priscilla and John?

	Mtha
	I knew they got on OK and so on.

	Prosecution
	And so on?

	Mtha
	Well…

	Prosecution
	You see, like Mr. Falkson, I have a theory. We have already heard about your relationship with Priscilla, and I will leave everyone in this court to draw their own judgement on the evidence that we have heard. Let us imagine for a moment that you were having an intimate relationship with Priscilla. Also let us imagine that you knew John was also having an affair with Priscilla. Obviously, you knew Robert was her husband too. It seems to me a little co-incidental, if this were to be the case, that John has ended up dead and Robert had a near miss.

	Mtha
	Coincidences can happen.

	Prosecution
	This seems a pretty rare coincidence to me. Maybe there was more to it than that? With Robert throwing his weight around, who would suspect it if you were to knock John off. It would look like it was Robert. But of course, Robert would deny it, so you had to deal with him too to be completely safe. With both of them gone, Priscilla could be all yours. There was time while you were away from the youth meeting to dispose of John, and afterwards to plan Robert’s car accident.

	Defence
	Mr. Tittley, you have already argued that the car accident was shown to be an accident.

	Prosecution
	And you, Mr. Falkson, have also argued that things may not always be as they appear. Maybe you’d like to withdraw your theory too?

	Defence
	This is absurd…

	Prosecution
	Life is full of absurdities. Mtha, you seem somewhat worried by my suggestions?

	Mtha
	(Raising voice) Who wouldn’t be? (Shouting) You’re sick, making me out as some kind of…sex murderer!

	Judge
	Mtha, calm yourself at once.

	Prosecution
	Your honour, anger is sometimes a sign of guilt. However, I have no further questions for Mtha as he seems to be getting a little…hot under the collar, should we say?

	Judge
	Mtha, you are dismissed.


Scene 11
	Judge
	Mr. Falkson, do you have anything to add?

	Defence
	Not unless Mr. Tittley has any further theories to present or witnesses to call.

	Judge
	Mr. Tittley?

	Prosecution
	No, your honour. I believe all the evidence has been heard and the jury know enough to be able to do justice.

	Judge
	Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen of the Jury, we have tonight heard evidence relating to the murder or John. You yourselves have heard the evidence and motives of each one. It is now down to you to deliver your verdict. May God help you find the right person guilty of this horrific crime.


The Jury will now deliberate in small groups and then present their verdicts. 
Break # 3
Presentation of Verdict with reasons for decision.
Judge determines which group has presented the best arguments.

	Murder Mystery Jury Sheet
	Name
	

	

	Part 1 

	On what night did the murder take place?
	

	What time did Robert storm out of the house?
	

	Which youth group was Mtha leading when Robert paid him a visit?
	

	Why did Mtha and Robert go outside?
	

	What did Mtha do after Robert had left?
	

	Which other leader was at Mtha’s house?
	

	Mtha said that he and Priscilla were just…
	

	What time did Chris say Mtha returned home?
	

	

	Part 2

	At what time did Robert arrive at Jesse and John house?
	

	How was Jesse and John relationship going before his death?
	

	How did Jesse feel on the night of the death?
	

	What did Priscilla admit to doing with Mtha?
	

	What did Priscilla think about John?
	

	Did Priscilla and John spend time alone together?
	

	Who does Priscilla say the baby belongs to?
	

	Where did Chloe see Priscilla and Warren?
	

	What were Priscilla and John doing whilst shopping?
	

	How long ago was it that Chloe saw Priscilla and John?
	


	Part 3

	Who did Jesse think Priscilla was most likely to sleep with?
	

	At what time did John arrive home?
	

	What happened to Robert after he left Zoo Lake?
	

	What was Mtha accused of being by the prosecutor?
	

	What is anger sometimes a sign of?
	


	Verdict

	Who do you think is the murderer?
	


