Personal Evangelism 

The first chapter of this course is designed to help you to become a Christian who wins people to Christ. One of the greatest hindrances to evangelism among youth is that youth are not seeing examples of adults winning their peers to Christ. When we encourage youth to lead their friends to Christ, we must be able to show them how it is done. That means that we must be winning our friends and neighbours to Christ. We will be drawing on material from a Willow Creek curriculum designed to motivate and equip people for evangelism. It is entitled: Becoming a Contagious Christian.

1. MOTIVATION FOR PERSONAL EVANGELISM

In Luke 15 we find that while Jesus was hanging out with a group of sinners, he overheard the religious leaders expressing their displeasure at his mixing with sinners. Jesus told three stories to teach the religious leaders of his day that lost people are valuable to God. There are three common threads that run through the stories:

A. Something of Great Value Was Missing

The missing sheep was important to the shepherd because it represented a significant part of his livelihood. The coin was vital to the woman's survival - it was a tenth of her entire estate. It is obvious that the son was valuable to his father. I remember losing my son once in a mall and we nearly went frantic trying to find him! 

I wonder at which point the religious leaders realised that Jesus was actually getting at them for the attitude they had toward the "sinners" that Jesus was hanging out with. Jesus was showing them - and us that the lost have great value to the father. Just how great is the love of the Father that he looks beyond the sins of lost people and still wants to see them return to him?

When I was growing up, my oldest sister ran away from home when she was 14 - she was gone for about two weeks. It nearly tore the heart out of my parents. When she returned instead of punishing her for the pain and hurt she had caused them, they lovingly embraced her and told her how they had missed her and that they still loved her! How much more does our Heavenly Father love people who are away from the security and comfort of His embrace?

Do you remember the robbers on the cross - one mocked Jesus but the other asked to be remembered. Jesus assured him that he was valuable and that they would meet up later in paradise. Lost people, even bad people matter to God! I guess the question to ask is just how much they matter.

B. That Which Was Missing Was Important Enough to Warrant an All-out Search

When the sheep went missing the shepherd went out and looked for it until he found it. When the coin went missing the woman tore the place apart and did not give up until she found it. In the story of the prodigal son, the father exercised restraint because he respected his son's right to find freedom and to live on his own, but his eyes kept scanning the horizon hoping to see him returning home. 

If you really value something, you will look for it until you find it. Have you lost something recently? Did you start looking for it? Did you give up easily? If you did, I can assure you that the thing that went missing was not important to you! If you really value something you will keep looking until you find it. When my son went missing in the mall, my wife and I did not stop looking for him until we found him.

Jesus stated his mission statement in Luke 19:10: He said that he had come to seek and to save the lost. Just before he left earth to go to heaven he said: As the Father sent me, so I am sending you! We have the same mission: to look for lost people and help them find their way back to God. Why are we on earth? Is it just to get through life? To earn lots of money? To find a wife and have two kids? These things are okay if they help us accomplish our mission - which is to help those who are lost to find their way back to God.

Lost people matter so much to God that it warrants an all-out search to find them. He has invited us to join him in his rescue mission to find people who are lost and bring them back to him. He is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to know him in a personal and intimate way. This is why he has sent us into the world to make disciples of all people. 

People matter deeply to God! So much so that he was willing to give his only Son to die for each person - to ensure that they could become a child of God. What a sacrifice Jesus made - he was willing to hang on a cross for me because he loved me so much. But what about all the people in the world who don't know Jesus yet? He loves them just as much as he loves you and I. In fact, he wants to involve you in the search and rescue mission to help find and retrieve the other lost people.

There is one more common thread in the three stories that Jesus told:

C. When That Which Was Lost Was Found There Was Great Rejoicing

The shepherd found the sheep and threw a party! The woman found the coin and threw a party. The son came home and the father threw the biggest party of all. In Luke 15:10 we read that when one spiritually lost person comes back to God there is great rejoicing in heaven. It does not say that only when Billy Graham has a huge crusade and a thousand people respond that there is rejoicing in heaven! When just one person is found, there is great rejoicing! When my family found my sister - we rejoiced together. When my wife and I found my son in the mall we could have danced all night! Do lost people matter to you? If so, how much? Is it enough to get you involved in the rescue mission? 

One of the ways that I keep myself focused on reaching the lost is by keeping my mission statement in front of me all the time. My mission in life is to be a God-reflector who makes disciple-makers. Everyday when I open my diary I am forced to ask myself: “How are you doing with winning the lost? “ Let me ask you: “What’s your mission in life?” Take some time to develop a written statement.

Another way to focus on reaching the lost is to make a list of people that you are hoping to impact for Christ. Think prayerfully of three friends who do not know Christ in a personal and intimate way. Write their names down on a piece of paper and keep it with you all the time.

Finally, you should pray regularly that God will help you to cultivate a significant friendship with each person on your list; to plant a seed by steering the conversation towards eternal matters and to reap a harvest by leading them to Christ or bring them to an event that will give them an opportunity to hear the gospel and to respond.

2. GUIDELINES FOR PERSONAL EVANGELISM

Bill Hybels, in Becoming a Contagious Christian, presents the following guidelines:

A. Authentic

Evangelism flows naturally out of a genuine relationship we have with Christ - where his love for lost people passes through us to people. We are called to be good news before we share good news!

B. Natural

Relational evangelism reflects our own personality and design. It fits who we are! In the next section you will learn how to discover a style that suits you best! 

C. Personal

There are a lot of impersonal methods of evangelism that we could use - like tracts, radio or TV, bumper stickers, posters, email, etc. But people are most open to talking with a personal friend.

D. Verbal

Relational evangelism involves more than just forming a friendship with someone. Paul said in Romans 10:14, "And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?" For people to get the message, someone has to go and explain it to them! Our living the good news will back up our telling of the good news!

E. Process-Orientated

It is process-orientated rather than event-orientated. We must never push or rush a person. It takes time to understand and apply the message. Seldom do people hear a message the first time and commit their life to God straight away. We must patiently take people along with us.

F. Team-Orientated

A person's coming to faith in Christ is like a chain with many links. There are many links that play a part in the person responding to God. God has not always called us to be the last link. Sometimes we plant a seed - sometimes we do the watering - and other times we may reap the harvest.

G. Putting Others First

If we hope to win someone's trust we will have to put them first. This may mean listening to their opinions before we give ours. We must take an interest in the whole of their life if we are to earn the right to speak to them about God.

3. STYLES FOR PERSONAL EVANGELISM

Bill Hybels in Becoming a Contagious Christian, Page 119‑132, shows that the New Testament reveals different approaches to evangelism and that each matches the nature of the person who used it:

A. Confrontational Approach

Peter was a confrontational person. He revealed who Jesus was (Matthew 16:15); he challenged Jesus; and he walked on the water. As an evangelist he showed the same directness and boldness as he confronted people with the fact that they had crucified the Messiah (Acts 2).

B. Intellectual Approach

Paul was highly educated; an intellectual, as evidenced in his letter to the Romans. As an evangelist he presented a well‑reasoned argument to the philosophers in Athens (Acts 17). Seekers need to hear the gospel not only declared but also defined and defended.

C. Testimonial Approach

When the Blind man was healed by Jesus, he had something worth talking about (John 9). He did not start a theological debate with people ‑ he simply spoke from his own experience with confidence.

D. Interpersonal Approach

After Matthew was called to be a follower of Jesus he put on a banquet for his tax collecting friends (Luke 5:29). He invited them into his home, spent time with them and ate with them. He genuinely cared about them and wanted to influence them towards considering the claims of Christ.

E. Invitational Approach

After the woman at the well had encountered Jesus, she went into the town and invited a group of people to hear Jesus for themselves (John 4). This approach involves inviting people to a seeker-orientated event. Andrew was an example of the invitational approach (John 1:41‑42).

F. Service Approach

Dorcas was a woman well-known for her loving acts of service which she performed in the name of Christ (Acts 9:36). She used a service approach to evangelism as she made clothing for widows and needy people in her town.

4. STRATEGY FOR PERSONAL EVANGELISM

Consider the following guidelines for winning people to Christ:

A. Finding People

There are three groups of people to consider: (1) People You Already Know - Look at your family, neighbours, school friends, etc. (a) Include Them in Activities You are Already Doing - like invite them to dinner, or help them with school work. (b) Organise a Matthew Party - this is a social event designed to mix unchurched friends with churched friends. (c) Socialise First - Spend time interacting socially with them to build trust before you talk about God or spiritual matters. (2) People You Used to Know - You could renew relationships with non-believers that you used to know. Most people are open to renewing friendships that have grown cold. (3) People You Would Like to Know - This would include people at clubs, or other places we might go to because of some hobby or interest that we have. You should start to frequent the same place regularly to get to know people there.

B. Starting Relationships

Consider the following guidelines for starting a relationship: (1) Pray - Ask God who he wants you to make friendships with. (2) Listen - Show genuine interest in people by listening more than you speak. (3) Bond - Build on areas of common ground that you are both interested in. (4) Communicate - Mention spiritual matters early on so you don't surprise them later on. 

C. Starting Spiritual Conversations

Consider the following principles for starting spiritual conversations: (1) Focus on their interests and concerns; (2) Be willing to take risks; and (3) Make the most of split-second opportunities. There are three methods you can use: (a) Direct Method - This takes the form of a questions or a statement, ie. (i) Do you ever thing about spiritual matters? (ii) Where do you think you are on your spiritual journey? (iii) If you ever want to know the difference between religion and Christianity, just let me know. (b) Indirect Method - This approach uses the conversation that is already happening as a bridge to a related spiritual topic. (c) Invitational Method - This method makes the transition by inviting the person to a Christian event that relates to the topic you are discussing. You should offer to pick them up and arrange to do something before and after the event.

D. Telling Your Personal Story

Your personal story is important for three reasons: (1) Our Friends are Interested - If we are building a genuine friendship with them and finding out about their whole lives, they will want to reciprocate and find out more about our thoughts, values and backgrounds. (2) They can Relate to It - Because we normally create friendships with people who have similar interests and backgrounds like us it is likely that they will relate to our experiences. (3) It is Hard to Argue With - When people see the way God has changed our lives, it becomes harder to deny the evidence that Christianity is true. Chuck Swindoll said, "The skeptic may deny your doctrine or attack your church, but he cannot honestly ignore the fact that your life has been changed."

In Acts 26 Paul tells his story - it provides a helpful structure for a personal testimony. There are three sections to the story - three handles that we can use to build our own story around. It is also helpful to add two additional features to the story.

(1) Before Christ: This is the story of our life Before Christ. We see it in verse 4-11. Paul tells us about his life growing up. He was a Pharisee and was convinced that he needed to destroy those who followed Jesus' teachings.

(2) Conversion: This is our Conversion. We see it in verse 12-18. Here Paul tells of how he came to Christ. He was on the way to Damascus to persecute Christians when Christ appeared to him.

(3) After Conversion: This is our life After Christ. We see it in verse 19-23. Here we read of Paul's life since coming to Christ how he preached that people should repent and tun to God.

(4) Concluding Question: In verse 27 we read of how Paul asks the King a questions: "Do you believe the prophets?" He was asking his listener to respond to his story.

(5) Unifying Theme: We find in Paul's story a unifying theme. It was his zeal for serving God.

Use the following questions to help you write out your story:

(1) Before Christ

* Where were you spiritually before receiving Christ, and how did that affect your feelings, attitudes, actions and relationships? (If you became a Christian as a child start with question #2)

* What caused you to begin considering Christ as a solution to your needs?

(2) Conversion

* What realisation did you come to that finally motivated you to receive Christ?

* Specifically, how did you receive Christ?

(3) After Conversion

* How did your life begin to change after you trusted Christ? (If you became a Christian as a child you can answer question 5 and 6 by contrasting your life to what it may have been like without Christ)

* What other benefits have you experienced since becoming a Christian?

(4) Concluding Question

* How could you end your story to ensure that people are encouraged to think further?

(5) Unifying Theme

* What theme sums up your story most accurately?

E. Telling God’s Story

The Gospel message can be viewed as a drama with four characters (God, Us, Christ and You):

(1) God

There are three things that you need to know about God: (a) God is Loving (1 John 4:16b) - Most people want to believe this about God, but they only see God as a loving grandfather type. But this is not enough because…(b) God is Holy (1 Peter 1:15-16) - God is absolutely pure - he is without sin or any impurity. His holiness rejects anything that falls short of his perfect standard. (c) God is Just (2 Thessalonians 1:6) - This means that God is a good and perfect judge. His justice has to deal with the sin that his holiness exposes. He must punish sin because a good judge does not let a criminal get off without punishment.

(2) Us

We are the lawbreakers who have rebelled against the loving Father. (a) We were Created Good, but Became Sinful (Romans 3:23) - The human race was created good but became sinful as a result of Adam and Eve's rebellion against God's law. It did not stop with them as all of us continued to rebel against God. (b) We deserve Death, both Physical and Spiritual (Romans 6:23) - The debt we owe God requires payment, and that payment is our death. It is separation from God for all eternity in a place that the Bible refers to as hell. (c) We are Spiritually Helpless, or Morally Bankrupt (Isaiah 64:6) - We have incurred a debt that must be paid, and there are no funds in our moral bank account to pay our way off death row. This is bad news. But there is good news…

(3) Christ

Christ is the hero in the play. He has provided the opportunity for forgiveness and reconciliation between the Loving Father and Us, the lawbreakers. He is the only one who can solve our dilemma. (a) Christ is God, who also Became Man (John 1:14) - God is not only the creator of the universe, but he also became a human being. He actually became one of us and lived among us. (b) Christ Died as our Substitute (1 Peter 2:24) - The debt of death that we owed was paid for by Christ who died in our place. He can give us His righteousness, forgiveness and life in exchange for our sins, guilt and death sentence. (c) Christ Offers his Forgiveness as a Gift (Ephesians 2:8-9) - In spite of the enormity of our debt and the high cost Jesus paid to buy us forgiveness and new life, the while package is offered to us freely. It is a gift waiting to be opened.

(4) You

Each of us must individually decide the outcome of our own story line in the play, which is whether or not we will end up being reconciled to the Loving Father. We can know the first three points but will not be taken off death row until we respond to the Gospel. (a) You and I must Respond (John 1:12) - We must receive the gift that has been offered to us. We only enter into a relationship with Jesus when we accept the gift that he has offered. (b) You and I must Ask Christ to be our Forgiver and Leader (1 John 1:9; 1 Peter 3:15) - We must respond in two ways: ask Christ to take away the death sentence and give us eternal life; and ask him to take control of our lives. (c) The result is a Spiritual Transformation by the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 5:17) - When we respond and ask Christ to be our forgiver and our leader we are transformed by the Holy Spirit. He comes into our lives and changes us from the inside out so that we begin to desire to follow Christ.

E. Leading a Person to Christ

There are four steps in helping someone receive Christ as their Lord and Saviour: 

(1) Assess Readiness 

We need to find out whether they are ready to make a commitment to Christ. There are three questions we can use: (1) Have you come to the point of trusting Christ, or are you still in the process of thinking it through? (2) Where would you say you are right now in relationship to Christ? (3) Is there any reason you wouldn't want to ask God for his forgiveness and leadership right now?

(2) Pray With Them

If someone is ready and willing to receive Christ you need to pray with them. You can pray together with them, prompting them with the words to say. They should ask for God's forgiveness and for God's leadership, and give thanks to God that he has forgiven their sins and begun to change them from the inside out. If they do not want to pray then encourage them to do so on their own and talk about it with you, or agree to talk more about the gospel message at a later stage.

(3) Celebrate their Commitment

Not everyone will react in the same way - some will cry, other will be overwhelmed with joy. What matters is that they took the step of faith - not that some feeling was evoked. You may want to share Luke 15:10b, "there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."

(4) Take the Next Step

Now they are ready to hear about the next steps they must take. (1) Get involved with other Christians by attending church, youth group or a small group; (2) Pray, ie. talk to God on a daily basis; (3) Read the Bible regularly; and (4) Relate to Non-Believers by telling them about Jesus. From now on you have two options with the new convert: parenting or adoption - they cannot be abandoned!

