Open Mic Night
The Big Idea:

The Open Mic night is an event designed to train youth in various speech or singing public presentation styles and give them a chance to perform on stage. The following skills are targeted: Beat Boxing, Poetry, Debating, Rapping, Standup Comedy, Singing and Preaching.
The Preparation:

* Decide on the skills to be covered on the night
* Invite experts in each area to be trainers on the night
The Program:

The evening starts with a selection of video clips that introduce each of the areas. These are all taken from YouTube and are chosen for their entertainment value. Teens are then asked to sign up for each area and then sent to their group for about 30 minutes of training and preparation for their time at the mic. Each team is given a chance to perform their activity on stage. A gospel message ends the evening. In fact, this event was so popular that it was repeated with a different ending. Both talks are included below.
Video Clips Used:
See the PowerPoint Presentation notes areas for a list of the videos that can be downloaded to introduce each category of performance as well as a clip for the talk at the end.

Open Mic Night Talk 1: Words Have Power

Wow! words have power…So  tonight we have been focusing on the word, the spoken word, poetry, beat boxing debating, preaching, rapping, and who knows that our words have the power to become real? When we speak , we speak things into being.

Jesus Himself was the word: In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the word was God. John 1:1
Jesus used words to command the storm to stop,  he preached to the 5000 ….can you imagine… that is about 5 times as many people as fills the auditorium on a Sunday morning. He knew how to use words for effect. Words have power:  “But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God”  (Matthew 4:4). 
God’s Word is the spiritual food that nourishes your inner man and enables you to win the battles of life. As you provide food for your physical body, remember the spiritual nourishment of God’s Word. Words have power. 
One talks about making things before doing it, or making things happen, about dreams and visions and things that you would like to happen in your life. If you want a new hoody you find the style that you want and then it takes expressing that in words to your parents and asking for the money or for the hoody or as a birthday present.

 If you want to ask someone out on a date, you get on Mxit  you make that happen with words, you need to formulate some sentences, hopefully poetic ones that will impress the person enough to want to go along with you.

 And like we heard tonight, images and scenarios are depicted by words. We can conjure up emotions of love, hate, anger, joy, sympathy and despair in the words that we use.  

Sticks and stones will break my bones but words will never hurt me…we’ve heard that before, eh…

But as we have seen …words have power…

In fact he Bible has a lot to say about words:

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths but only that which is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. Ephesians 4:29 

If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless.  James 2:26
We can get very good at dissing others or bringing them down, especially guys who always rip each other off as if it was a sign of affection. How much of today’s rap is about bringing people down?

I used to sing along to a lot of sings and one day I was cleaning my room and singing and Smashing pumpkins song which sang ”emptiness is godliness and godliness is emptiness and God is empty just like me” I couldn’t get the tune out of my head and I was distracted form cleaning. I asked God what to do and changed the words from what they were to “Godliness is cleanliness and cleanliness is godliness and I am cleanly just like he”…I cleaned my room in a couple of minutes. 

There was another time in my life when I was suicidal and used to drive home in despair IT was the Lords’ prayer that saved me I used to repeat it over and over again. Our father which at in heaven hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done…those were gave me a sense of safety and hope. 

We want to pray with you as you become a vessel of his holy spirit and like Steven that you would speak the words of God and be a walking talking epistle of the word that would live in and through you and bring life to others. 

You saw that beautiful poem earlier by Sarah Kay. It brought life don’t you think. There was something about the way that she described her and her Father’s relationship through hands that was life giving. 

The Bible says that God’s word never returns void and so can you imagine that as you create poetry, raps, songs, beat boxing, debates and sermons using the word of God, that you can be assured that you words will have power and impact people for good. That you can become and vessel for God, bringing God’s word and light into every and any situation and conversation.
And you never know, those God given, life giving words that you say or sing or recite might give someone the courage to carry on. 

This is what President Barak Obama of the USA say about words. He himself is a great speech maker and orator. Listen to the video.

Open Mic Night 2: Courage

Some of you may have come tonight and thought to yourselves, I can’t do that. You may have been shy or scared that people would laugh at you and think you are silly or funny or sounded bad. But Fear of man is a trap and we know that God has placed things inside of us that need to come out. How many of you sat here and really wanted to come and sing or beat box or rap but were just too shy...that shyness comes from a fear of man.. What will they say, what will they do? But we are here in a place where it is safe to experiment to do something and see who we do, try and feel what it I like… when we do this we can see how we do. If we fail that is fine we can stand up and do it again to glorify God through the gifts H e has given us. 

A true believer is 

Strong enough to be weak

Successful enough to fail

Wise enough to say I don’t know

Serious enough to laugh

Rich enough to be poor

Right enough to say I am wrong

Mature enough to be childlike

Planned enough to be spontaneous

Controlled enough to be flexible

Free enough to endure captivity

Knowledgeable enough to ask questions

Loving enough to be angry

Great enough be anonymous

Responsible enough to play

Assured enough to be rejected

Stable enough to cry

Victorious enough to lose

You know guys it takes courage to do the things that we want to do in life. Some want to sing, some dance, some fly…I want to fly…I love the idea of flight and I believe that we can because Jesus said that we would do even greater things than He did and He ascended on high I a cloud, he flew..

Many used to say that the four minute mile was impossible but then there was a guy named Bannister who came and broke the record and within a year there were four others who followed…it was having the mindset that allows us to overcome the things that would keep us down...we can walk on water…Jesus did it, Peter even did it… .

Anything worthwhile doing is done by having courage… and there is a fine line between courage and foolishness. For Example within I was younger I did a lot of things and on go hard or go home and do it for the story. 

That was with faith and so I took drugs, slept with prostitutes, went jumping off waterfalls and drank myself silly where I was almost eaten by a hyena and crocodile and nearly lost my life in several gang related incidents but there was no faith…

Since then I have had awesome adventures with God going on mission to Mozambique and Namibia …I have a mission trip to Mozambique that I would love to do…up north where there are people who have never heard the gospel as well as may kid who are dying of water-born disease. W e have a friend who is helping lay down pipeline to help get water to the people there….

Guys, it is good to make mistakes, when they are base on faith…like Peter you may step out of the boat and head towards Jesus when He calls you must then lose sight of Jesus and end up sinking in the water but Jesus is there to help you up again…you might end up in the worm with Jesus on the boat, thinking you are going to die but he is there to calm the storms. 

We need to learnt to laugh at ourselves, not take ourselves so seriously and laugh a little. Life is too short to be serious and when people laugh at us we should be sure enough to laugh with them. That disarm them and they will stop eventually because bullies want to get a response out of people. 

But the key is that we need to do things based on faith, to hear a word and God speaking to us in a very clear way, to know that it is He that is calling us to something. 

But everything we do takes courage, faith Is about being brave and stepping out and doing something an knowing that God will get you through, Peter was called to walk on the water and he did fine until he looked at the water and the waves and the storm as around lost sight of Jesus. 

You can do amazing things with the gifts you have been given. The Bible says that we should use our talents for the Master’s purpose and that He will give us more, bit if we do nothing with them then he will take away even those that He gave us. 

Here is a clip about an amazing guy that used what he had to glory of God in an amazing way. There are subtitles but take a look and get inspired.(Ton y Mendez Clip). Play the video clip.

