Paint The Town Red Week 3
Two weeks ago we launched the series: Paint The Town Red.

Some of our friends are Not Okay on Earth 

Some of them are Not Okay for Eternity!

Don’t assume that your friends are Okay!

You can help them get to Okay!

You can’t leave your friends in the dark!

You have to lead them to the light. 

You need to bring them to Jesus! Like the guys who brought their lame friend to Jesus who was healed and saved by Jesus.

So far we have explored 4 steps in doing this: (1) Identify; (2) Pray, (3) Connect and (4) Chill. What is the next step?

5. Listen. The next step is to listen to their story.

We need to find out what their story is before we go any further. 

Ask them: “Are you a Christian?” 

Then ask: “Why?”
Practise: Turn to the person next to you and ask them the question: “Are You a Christian?” Then ask them “Why?”

Challenge: Ask the questions of someone on your list and listen to their story! 

Video: Listen 

6. Share. The next step is to share your story.

So what is your story?

It is the before and after story of your life!

Video: A Before/After Testimony. The video is entitled: What’s the Deal with Christians. We used just the part where the guy shares his testimony. Get it on the Internet at: http://www.ransom.tv/videos/whats-the-deal-with-christians 

What my life was like before I met Jesus and how it changed after I met Jesus.

Here are some examples from The Action Bible

The Blind Man (John 9): I was blind BUT now I see! 

The Adulterous Woman (John 8): I was ashamed BUT now I’m accepted! 

The Crooked Tax-Collector (Luke 19): I was greedy BUT now I’m generous! 

What is the one thing that has changed in your life since you started following Jesus?

Why is your story powerful?

They triumphed over Satan by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony. (Revelation 12:11) 

1. It’s a Story. Everyone loves a good story.  It is hard to argue with a story.

2. It’s a Testimony. It is an eye-witness account of something that actually happened to you!

3. It’s a Tool. It is something you use to help bring your friends closer to Jesus.

The skeptic may deny your doctrine or attack your church, but he cannot honestly ignore the fact that your life has been changed. (Chuck Swindoll) 

How do you write your story?

Some guidelines for writing your story: (1) Short (keep to to less than 100 words); (2) Simple (avoid Christianese or religious language); (3) Clear (use just one main theme) and (4) Humble (don’t come across arrogant or proud).

Some questions to help you write your story: (1) Before I Met Jesus – What were you struggling with  before you met Jesus and how did that affect your feelings, attitudes, actions and relationships? What made you turn to Jesus as a solution to your needs? (2) After I met Jesus - How did you begin to change after you met Jesus?  What other benefits have you experienced since becoming a Christian? Do it! Spend the next 15 minutes writing .your story!

Practise: Let’s practise sharing our story by dividing into pairs and sharing it with each other.

Challenge: The challenge for this week is to share your story with at least one person on your list.

Our journey so far! Identify lost friends, Pray for them, Chill with them, Connect with them, Listen to their story and Share your story.
Next week we will explore the next step in the process.

