Paint The Town Red Week 4
A few weeks ago we launched the series: Paint The Town Red.

In our previous series we learnt that we are not always Okay, but we will be!

Some of my friends are Not Okay
But they will be
When I bring them to Jesus 

How do we bring our friends to Jesus? 

We are exploring a process to do this: Identify, Pray, Chill, Connect, Listen, Share and…

The next step in the process is to Tell God’s story.

Who is this chap? It is Will Wright, the creator of SIMS and SimCity. 

He recently created the game SPORE - a real-time "god" game where players direct the evolution of a species from its multicellular inception to its spread throughout the galaxy. There are 5 stages of evolution in it:
1. The Cell Stage

2. The Creature Stage

3. The Tribal Stage

4. The Civilisation Stage

5. The Space Stage
This is actually the view that many people hold today – I’ll call it Man’s Story.

Everything just happened – there is no intelligent design – this garden does not have a gardener.

But there is another story – I’ll call it God’s Story.
Video: Gospel Grafitti – Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQvTNrS5bJU. You can also download it with this link: http://www.fasm.net/ggpodcast/ggpodcast0208_BillyGraham.mov 

(1) God exists forever – Father, Son and Holy Spirit in relationship.

(2) God creates the world – the sun and the moon, the earth and the planets, the flowers and the trees, the birds and the animals, the birds and and says: ”It is good!”

(3) God creates humans – he creates Adam and Even in his own likeness and says: ”It is very good!”

(4) They sin and reject God’s authority – God told them not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, but they listened to the devil rather than to what God had told them.

(5) They are separated from God. If they had eaten from the tree of life in the garden they would have lived apart from God forever – so God had to banish them from the garden and put an angel at the entrance to stop them returning.

(6) They try to please God through religion - but it could get them re-united with God.

(7) They end up in rebellion – all kinds of wickedness and evil is done by creatures who are moving further and further away from their Creator.

(8) But God has a plan to rescue them - God loves them too much to leave them without hope in the world.

(9) God sends his only son to die in their place – God sent his only Son to become a human being, to live a perfect life, to die as a sacrifice for their sins and rise again to give them eternal life.

(10) They are saved as they repent and believe – All they have to do is trust in Jesus alone for their salvation.

Video: A story of a Father's love, and an unfathomable circumstance and choice – Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tQwI7EY4KM

How do we tell God’s story?

1. Use Words. Just like I did this morning – okay there were a few pictures too!

God exists forever, he creates the world, he creates humans, they sin and reject God’s authority, they are separated from God, they try to please God through religion, they end up in rebellion, but God has a plan to rescue them, God sends his only son to die in their place…They are saved as they repent and believe in Jesus.

2. Use Videos. I used two earlier this morning – the Bridge Master and the Gospel Graffiti. Here is another:

The G.O.S.P.E.L - Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gb7n9B_8m8

3. Use Cartoons
Source: http://trinityurc.wordpress.com/what-is-the-gospel-pt1/.  (1) God made human beings and gave them freedom to choose how they would relate to him. (2) We took full advantage of the freedom God gave us and turned our backs on God and went our own way. (3) But God has been calling us back through his Son, Jesus to find true life back in the arms of God. (4) All you have to do is take one step towards God and he will do the rest. 

4. Use Pictures – use an image and follow it up with a question.
Here is one about how Jesus gives us rest when we are weary. You could ask them whether they feel weary and need someone to carry them through.
Here is one of Jesus and Satan arm wrestling. You could ask them what it says to them. 
Here is a sequence of pictures that I extracted from the video I played earlier – and I have used them to tell God’s story:

(1) God has completed his mission to create a place and a people that will forever live in harmony with himself and each other. 

(2) He has created human beings and he loves them like a father loves his son – but there seems to be a problem – what is that hole in his heart? 

(3) Humans have sadly decided to rebel against their creator and a great chasm now exists between them and their Creator.
(4) But God has a plan – he sends his only son to be born as one of them and to live a perfect life.
(5) Soon he comes of age and begins to tell the world of the Father’s love for his children.
(6) Great crowds begin to follow him and it seems like they are returning to Father. 

(7) But sadly these very people that God created turn against him and they murder his only Son. Is this the end? 

(8) No, after three days the Son is raised from the dead and proclaims that a way has been opened up for humans to return to Father. 

(9) The gulf between God and humankind had been bridged by the death of the Son. 

(10) And all humankind has to do is repent and believe in what Jesus did on the cross. 

(11) And they can cross the chasm that has kept them away from their Creator. 

(12) And they spend eternity with God. 
(13) They will live for all eternity in perfect harmony, with no hole in their heart! 
5. Use Websites – there are some great websites on the Internet with the gospel message.

Here is a good example that uses just one verse and videos: http://peacewithgod.jesus.net

God so loved the world - “I have loved you with an everlasting love.” (Jeremiah 31:3)

That He gave His only Son - While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

That whoever believes in Him - "I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me? (Jeremiah 32:27)

Should not perish - I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. (John 10:28)

But have everlasting life - Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved. (Acts 16:3)
Here is another good example: http://www.destined4eternity.com/ 

Another example: http://goodnewsiowacity.com/resources/steps-to-peace

The igniteYOUTH Facebook site has all of todays material available for you to share with your friends. Look in the photo albums for Gospel stories that you can show to your friends…

And also look in the Notes section for stuff you can use.

6. Use Drawings.
You can tell God’s story by drawing a picture of a Bible verse - Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Here is a way to draw the gap that exists between God and humankind: (a) On one side of the bridge is God. On the other side are people. Between God and people is a great chasm, a division that exists because of people’s inclination to rebel against God’s way and go their own way instead. This is what the Bible calls “sin.” (b) The dilemma that people face is that we want to get to God, but we know that we can’t simply leap over the chasm. So we try using human effort to get a bridge built until we finally realize that all the human effort in the world will never be enough to get us to the other side. (c) Thankfully, God sympathized with our dilemma and because he loves us so much, he intervened so that we can have a means of getting close to him. (d) His solution was to choose Jesus to serve as a bridge. This illustration is based upon the words of Jesus in John 5:24: “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life” (NIV). 

You can also draw the D.O vs D.O.N.E diagram:
Religion is spelled D-O, and is all about trying to DO enough to please God. The trouble is we don’t know if we ever do enough, and the Bible tells us we never can do enough (Romans 3.23). But Christianity is spelled D-O-N-E. Jesus has done what we could never do. He lived the perfect life and died on the cross to pay for all the wrong stuff we have done. But it’s not enough just to know this; we have to receive what he has done; we have to ask Jesus to forgive us and to be the leader of our lives. What do you think? Do you understand the difference? Do you see how you need Jesus?
7. Use Scriptures.
The Roman Road is an approach that uses a number of verses from the book of Romans to tell the gospel. It uses the following verses: Romans 3:23, 6:23, 5:8, 10:13 and 10:9-10.
8. Use Stories.
If you commit a crime
And stand before a judge
And you are found guilty 
You will be sent to prison to pay for the crime you have committed.
But if someone else is arrested for the crime and sentenced…
You would be declared Not Guilty and set free.
The Bible says that we have all sinned or done wrong in the sight of God. That law is quite clear that the person who sins will die (Ezekiel 18:20).
God is holy and sin must be punished!

God gave his only son – who lived a perfect life, kept the law and pleased the Father.

Jesus died in our place – he did what we could not do for ourselves.

God is just – he accepts Jesus’ sacrifice and gives us eternal life.

You broke the law, but Jesus paid your fine!
Practise: Let’s practise sharing the gospel with a friend. You can use any of the approaches we have explored this morning. 
Challenge: The challenge for this week is to tell God’s story to at least one person on your list.

Here is a summary of the process so far: Identify and Pray, Chill and Connect, Listen, Share and Tell.

Next week we will look at the next step in our process of bringing our friends to Jesus.
