Paint The Town Red Week 5
A few weeks ago we launched the series: Paint The Town Red. In our previous series we learnt that we are not always Okay, but we will be!

Some of my friends are Not Okay but they will be when I bring them to Jesus 

How do we bring our friends to Jesus? 

To bring them to Jesus we use this process: Identify, Pray, Chill, Connect, Listen, Share and Tell. 

Last week we explored God’s story! 

(1) God exists forever – Father, Son and Holy Spirit in relationship.

(2) God creates the world – the sun and the moon, the earth and the planets, the flowers and the trees, the birds and the animals, the birds and and says: ”It is good!”

(3) God creates humans – he creates Adam and Even in his own likeness and says: ”It is very good!”

(4) They sin and reject God’s authority – God told them not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, but they listened to the devil rather than to what God had told them.

(5) They are separated from God. If they had eaten from the tree of life in the garden they would have lived apart from God forever – so God had to banish them from the garden and put an angel at the entrance to stop them returning.

(6) They try to please God through religion - but it could get them re-united with God.

(7) They end up in rebellion – all kinds of wickedness and evil is done by creatures who are moving further and further away from their Creator.

(8) But God has a plan to rescue them - God loves them too much to leave them without hope in the world.

(9) God sends his only son to die in their place – God sent his only Son to become a human being, to live a perfect life, to die as a sacrifice for their sins and rise again to give them eternal life.

(10) They are saved as they repent and believe – All they have to do is trust in Jesus alone for their salvation.

We Explored Ways to Tell God’s story! Through words, videos, cartoon, pictures, websites, drawings, scriptures and stories. 
How Do We Connect The 3 Stories?

The 3 storoes overlap! Look for ways in which they come together and flow naturally. Jesus used a different approach with every single person that he met – so should we!

Listen to Their Story to discover their need.

Share Your Story to connect to their need. 

Tell God’s Story to connect it to their need.


What is the next step in the process? 

8. Invite. The next step is to invite people to accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour.

Why Must We invite?

While we are alive on earth we have to make a decision about where we will spend eternity! 

Jesus is offering salvation to your friends. “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.” (Revelation 3:20) 

Jesus called people to follow him – and he is still calling people today to follow him – but today he is doing it through us.

How Do We Invite People to Accept Jesus as Their Lord and Saviour?

As you weave your story, their story and God’s story together you should ask a question like: (1) What do you think of the story? 

You can ask your friend where they are on the bridge diagram and where they want to be.

You can ask them whether they are ready to trust in Jesus for salvation.

If they are ready, then here is what they need to do: (1) Admit you are a sinner – There is no one righteous, not even one ... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:10,23)

(2) Believe Jesus died for you - To all who receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. (John 1:12)

(3) Confess Jesus is Lord - If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9)

If they are ready to receive Jesus as their Saviour then you can have them pray this prayer – let them repeat each line after you:  “Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I'm a sinner. My good deeds can’t save me. I believe you died for my sins, to save me from sin and death. I receive you as my Lord and Saviour. Thank you for the free gift of eternal life.”

The next thing to deal with is assurance of Salvation. They need to know that God has accepted them because the Bible says: “To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become the children of God.” (John 1:12)

If they are not ready to receive Jesus – just keep loving them and leading them closer to Jesus. 

Keep working with your lost friends until they are Okay for Eternity! 

Practise: Briefly TELL God’s story and INVITE your friend to accept Jesus as their Saviour. 

Challenge: The challenge for this week is to keep working on the process with your lost friends. 
