Paint The Town Red Week 6
A few weeks back we launched the series: Paint The Town Red.

Some of my friends are Not Okay but they will be when I bring them to Jesus.

So far we have explored 8 steps in the process: Identify, Pray, Chill, Connect, Listen, Share, Tell and Invite.
Why invite because… 

While we are alive on earth we have to make a decision about where we will spend eternity!

Jesus called people to follow him – and he is still calling people today to follow him – but today he is doing it through us.

How Do We Invite People to Accept Jesus as Their Lord and Saviour?

You can ask your friend where they are on the bridge diagram and where they want to be.

If they are ready, then here is what they need to do: (1) Admit you are a sinner – There is no one righteous, not even one ... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:10,23)

(2) Believe Jesus died for you - To all who receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. (John 1:12)

(3) Confess Jesus is Lord - If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9)

If they are ready to receive Jesus as their Saviour then you can have them pray this prayer – let them repeat each line after you:  “Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I'm a sinner. My good deeds can’t save me. I believe you died for my sins, to save me from sin and death. I receive you as my Lord and Saviour. Thank you for the free gift of eternal life.”

What is the final step in the process? 

Step 9 is to help them grow.

Why must we grow new believers? 

1. They can’t grow on their own! A newborn baby would not survive if after it was born it was left alone. It has to be cared for and nurtured. It is the same with a new believer!

2. They can’t defend themselves! Jesus told a parable about a farmer who went out to plant his seed. (Mark 4:15). The birds come and steal some of the seeds before they can grow. The birds in the story are the devil who steals God’s word away from people before it can take root in their lives. The Devil is like a roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8) and he is looking to attack the weakest or the youngest.

3. They need strong foundations! Do you remember the story of the wise and the fooling builder. The wise man built his house on the rock, while the foolish man built his house on the sand! Guess which house collapsed? Would you rather live in a sandcastle or a house built on a rock?

 4. They need to reach their friends! Jesus has called us to be disciplemakers! Disciples make disciples!

How do we grow new believers? There are 5 Pillars to a strong foundation:
1. Lordship. They need to see Jesus as resident and as president in their lives. Jesus as Resident: God wanted his people throughout the world to know the glorious riches of this mystery-which is Christ living in you, giving you the hope of glory. (Colossians 1:27). Jesus as President: Why do you call me Lord but don't do what I tell you? (Luke 6:46)
2. Grace. We are saved by grace (Rom 3:23-24) and we live by grace (Titus 2:11-12). When we sin (which will happen) we can confess and God will forgive us because he is filled with grace (1 John 1:9). Saved by Grace: For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:23-24). Live by Grace: For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age. (Titus 2:11-12)

3. Repentance. There are two aspects to repentance: Turning from sin and turning to God. Repentance is being sorry for our sins…AND turning away from a lifestyle of sin to the way God wants us to live! Turn from Sin: Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. (2 Corinthians 7:10). Turn to God: Change the way you think and act. Turn away from all the rebellious things that you have done so that you will not fall into sin. Stop all the rebellious things that you are doing. Get yourselves new hearts and new spirits. (Ezekiel 18:30-31)

4. Baptisms. There are baptisms that believers need to experience – Water Baptism and Spirit Baptism. Water Baptism: Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19). Spirit Baptism: When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. (Acts 2:1-4)
5. Church. New believers need to start attending church and also start serving with their spiritual gifts at church. Attending Church: And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25). Serving in Church: Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 4:10-11)
What else can they do? Read the Bible, Pray and Share with others.

How do we remember all this? Easy! Just use the Encounter God book – or the Red Book as we call it at His People. You can get one for your friend who has come to know Jesus as their Lord and Saviour and take them through it over a couple of weeks.

The book is divided into 2 main sections: Chapter 1-4 can be used to lead your lost friend to Jesus while Chapter 5-12 can be used to help your friend grow in their relationship with Jesus.

So, let’s review the journey for helping our lost friends be okay for eternity!

Keep working with your lost friends until they are Okay for Eternity!

