Pimp My Uniform Night
The Big Idea:

This event is based on the popular, Pimp My Ride, TV show and allows teens to pimp their school uniforms. In South Africa, uniforms are worn by teens at all public schools so teens are encouraged to bring a uniform – just one per group of 8 kids is all that is needed – and they are given numerous items with which to pimp the uniform – including material to stitch on, scissors to reshape, fabric paints, and various accessories.

The Preparation:

Get all the supplies that are needed for the event:

* Scissors

* Fabric paints

* Sewing machines

* Accessories

The Program:

Divide the group into smaller teams and give each group one complete uniform to pimp. Give them time to decide on their plan and then time to do the design work. Allow each group to present on a ramp their final creation.

Here are some notes on personalizing school uniforms:
How can students add some personality to their uniforms? 

That will depend upon the school's rules and flexibility regarding the uniforms. Differences in material, construction, fit, and finish can be accomplished relatively easily, but can cause additional problems. Allowing too much customization creates problems similar to allowing normal street clothing. Different colored accessories - blouses or shirts, vests, socks, and shoes - could allow for some expression of personality within normal boundaries and without encouraging a return to an over-dependence on expensive or designer items. 

What advice would you give to students in schools with very rigid dress codes? 

Find ways to express your personality within the rules of the dress code. If certain items of clothing can be customized or altered, consider that first. A school uniform that fits your particular body frame as if made for you will give a better impression than a sack-like garment that's made to fit anybody. Small changes in the color of a shirt or blouse can also flatter a student's natural coloring in a way that an ordinary school uniform could not. 
Aside from clothing, are there other ways students can express their individuality? 

Within reason, accessories like earrings and hair ornaments for girls, ties for boys, and hairstyles for both genders can help students express their individuality and still adhere to school rules. 

More Ideas for Personalization

Rigid school dress codes may not offer any room for personalization. Less strict schools, however, may allow the following: Unique tights, leggings, or socks. Unusual shoes or boots. Fashion-forward belts. Broaches or pins. Colorful scarves.  Colorful, creative ties for boys and girls. If allowed, ties can make great, stylish belts! 

Make sure to check your school's individual policies before attempting personalization. 

