
THE ABSENCE OF GODS PRESENCE

Computer woes - when you cant connect to download email. Frustration. The computer techies speak of a handshake that has to take place between the two computers in order for them to speak to each other. What about times when we find it difficult to connect with God? We spend three weeks recently exploring the doctrine of the presence of God. Why is it that so often we experience the absence of God rather than His presence? If we dont experience Gods presence...what could be wrong? 

When God is absent it could be that...

1. I am Not a Christian
People who are not in a relationship with God cannot expect to experience his presence - unless they are expressing sorry at their lack of relationship. I cannot waltz into our presidents office for a chat! Now, if I was Mark Mandela, I could easily do so! 1 Corinthians 1:21 For God in his wisdom saw to it that the world would never find God through human brilliance, and then he stepped in and saved all those who believed his message, which the world calls foolish and silly. Hebrews 11:6 You can never please God without faith, without depending on him. Anyone who wants to come to God must believe that there is a God and that he rewards those who sincerely look for him. What is it that separates us from God? It is sin!  It may be that you do not enjoy a sense of Gods nearness because you are not in right relationship with God - your sin is separating you from God. Only as you embrace Christ as the one who died to reconcile you to God will you be able to experience Gods presence as His child.

2. I am Living in Sin
In the book of Ezekiel we read about the that God left Israel! The glory had filled the temple, it was a visible manifestation. Yet in chapter 10 it starts to leave. Ezekiel 10:4 (above the ark); 10:18 (threshold); 10:19 (east gate); and 11:23 (mountain to the east of the city). Why? Ezekiel 8:12-16: Idolatry! Images; Infidelity. Later, after the people had repented the glory returned: 43:2 (into the city); 43:4 (into the temple). If you are a genuine believer in Jesus Christ and yet do not feel the nearness of God, your problem could be rooted in sin. Nothing is able to separate us from God like unconfessed sin. The Bible says that when we sin our prayers will not be answered. Isaiah 59:2 But the trouble is that your sins have cut you off from God. Because of sin he has turned his face away from you and will not listen anymore. Micah 3:4 Then they will cry out to the LORD, but he will not answer them. At that time he will hide his face from them because of the evil they have done. When we have been disobedient regarding something God wants us to do we may find that it is hard to experience a sense of his presence. The solution to this dilemma is simple: repent. God offers intimate fellowship for all who will repent and return to Christ as their first love (Revelation 3:14-22).

3. I am out of Relationship
When we are out of relationship with someone, we will find it difficult to experience gods presence - we have to make right, or at least ask God to give us the ability to forgive the person and restore the relationship. Matthew 5:23 So if you are standing before the altar in the Temple, offering a sacrifice to God, and suddenly remember that a friend has something against you, leave your sacrifice there beside the altar and go and apologize and be reconciled to him, and then come and offer your sacrifice to God.
4. I am Too Busy
Sometimes it is experience God as absent because we are just too busy. There are so many things that distract us as we try to focus on God. Luke 10:38-42 As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem they came to a village where a woman named Martha welcomed them into her home. Her sister Mary sat on the floor, listening to Jesus as he talked. But Martha was the jittery type and was worrying over the big dinner she was preparing. She came to Jesus and said, "Sir, doesn't it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here while I do all the work? Tell her to come and help me." But the Lord said to her, "Martha, dear friend, you are so upset over all these details! There is really only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered it ‑ and I won't take it away from her! The secret to overcoming busyness is to practise spiritual disciplines. They put up in a place where God can relate to us. 

5. I am Living in the Past
There is a lesson for us to learn from Elijah after he fled from Jezebel and sought to find God and be reassured of His presence at Mount Horeb, where Moses had such a dramatic encounter with God (1 Kings 19:2-14). Elijah had been instructed by God to simply inform the king that the drought would shortly end because it was about to rain (1 Kings 18:1). Elijah seems to have thought up the great confrontation on Mount Carmel by himself. It was a dramatic display of the power and presence of God, but it completely failed to bring the nation Israel to repentance. Elijah was devastated. He wanted to die. He was no better than his fathers, the prophets who had gone before him. It is clearly stated that Elijah ended up on Mount Horeb, the mountain of God (1 Kings 19:8). In the strength of the food which the angel of the Lord provided (19:5-8), Elijah made his way to Mount Horeb. Did Elijah want a rerun of the events of Exodus 19:16-20? It would seem so (Exodus 19:16-20). Moses and the Israelites had a spectacular view of Gods glory as He manifested His glory from the holy mountain. It would seem that Elijah wanted to reproduce this experience for his own reassurance (1 Kings 19:11-13). I believe Elijah thought if he could but get to that holy mountain and reproduce the experience of Moses he would be overwhelmed by the presence of the Lord in a spectacular way. But even though Elijah saw some of the same things Moses did, God was not in any of these dramatic events. Gods presence was revealed in a small, still voice. Occasionally, God may reveal Himself to us as He did to Moses but most often He will disclose Himself to us in the difficult times of our lives in ways that we would not necessarily anticipate. 

6. I am Experiencing Despair
In Psalm 42:6 the psalmist speaks about despair. The word means sunk down. Despair brings a sinking feeling in our hearts. In our despair we see no hope of any relief. Despair Distorts The Facts - verse 1 and 2 - Thirsting for God seems like a noble pursuit, but the picture is of a deer who is thirsting for water where there is no water to be found. The famine in the land has dried up the water source. So the Psalmist succumbs to the distortion that God is missing. The despair of the Psalmist assumed the absence of God, when God wasn't absent at all. His despair assumed that until his circumstances changed, he would always be cut off from the presence of God. Deep down the Psalmist knew that this was not true. He had too many memories of God's presence and power in the past, so asks himself repeatedly, Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why have you become disturbed within me? (5). In those moments he knew that despair was only a blurring of the facts. Only by reminding ourselves of the truth can we experience the freedom of life even in the midst of undesirable circumstances. What can we do about it? (5,11) We cannot continue to allow the tormentor to oppress us and to keep our minds captive with distorted facts. We have to look again the God who has been faithful in the past and will deliver us into the future. We have to hope in Him and believe that He is able, and praise Him in spite of the circumstances. Then despair will flee.

7. He is Withholding the Sense of His Presence
While the mother of a small child will make every effort to be with her newborn every moment possible, especially when it cries, as the baby grows, the mother will need to give the child both here presence and her absence if it is to grow. A child has to learn about the permanence of objects - that they exist even when they are taken away from their sight. A very small baby will not look for an object that we hold up to it when we take it away - it concludes that the object no longer exists. As it gets older it starts to look for it, because it has learnt that objects have permanence. The Christian life is a life of faith - we walk by faith and not by sight! We have to learn to believe that God is with us even when we dont have  feelings to back up our belief. As parents, Debbie and I need to bless our children both with our presence and with our absence. They grow when we are with them and they grow in different ways when we go away from them for a day or a weekend. 

Refer to Oswald Chambers: The Divine Withdrawal (Song of Songs 5:5)

What do we do in these times? Isaiah 50:10 Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the word of his servant? Let him who walks in the dark, who has no light, trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God.
Be encouraged by Jobs testimony: Job 23:1-10: Then Job replied: Even today my complaint is bitter; his hand is heavy in spite of my groaning. If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go to his dwelling! I would state my case before him and fill my mouth with arguments. I would find out what he would answer me, and consider what he would say. Would he oppose me with great power? No, he would not press charges against me. There an upright man could present his case before him, and I would be delivered forever from my judge. But if I go to the east, he is not there; if I go to the west, I do not find him. When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him. But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold.
Hell!
The ultimate experience of the absence of God will be Hell! C. S. Lewis proposed as a possibility. He wrote that what is most characteristic of hell is not physical flame and attendant suffering. Instead what really makes it hell is the absence of God, with the consequent loneliness, anguish, and longing (whereas God's presence is what makes heaven heaven). Thus sin is a human being saying, "God, go away and leave me alone," and hell is God finally saying, in effect, "All right, you shall have what you wish." In the final analysis it is not God who sends individuals to hell, but those persons themselves.













