Resisting The Resistance Of The 5 Kings

By Pastor Norm Willis 

Joshua 10

The Apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians 2:10 that we are the workmanship of God created in Christ Jesus for the works prepared in advance for us to do. When a people are in pursuit of work prepared in advance, their purpose unfolds. Life becomes a divine orchestration where Father is the producer; Holy Spirit is the director and Jesus stars in the leading role.

That relegates man to the role of “key grip.” Have you ever wondered what the “key grip” was? The key grips are those of us holding on for the ride of our lives. The key grips are those who take hold of Jesus and never let go when risk makes its demand.

So we find ourselves right now in an orchestration of dominion. It is an orchestration that requires a recalibration. It is an orchestration that requires the necessity of having ears to hear the voice of God, eyes to dream the dreams of God and courage to risk it all on the will of God.

Risk is the greenhouse of the champion spirit. In the void of risk the warriors wane and those born to battle forget. But risk has the power to awaken the “herd emergers.” Risk has the power to activate the “limb livers.” Risk has the power to release the “freedom fighters.” When risk is present all “best boys” become “key grips.”

Holy Spirit is always calling us to take that next step of Kingdom advance. The question though is who do we allow to answer the call? If faith answers the call keys are given and we pass through the gate into our next phase of dominion.

If risk answers the call keys are given and we are equipped to destroy anything blocking our passing through the gates.

How we answer the call of the orchestration will determine what level we are permitted to play.

Four years ago Alistair Petrie us a key when he equipped us to pull down the 4 powers that were keeping us from crossing over into a territorial presence. So like all the other cities in transformation we began to war against:

1. The Powers of Hope Deferred

2. The Powers of Past Hurts

3. The Powers of Small Thinking

4. The Powers of Self Doubt

Today the Lord will give us another key. To add to the orchestration of these 4 powers, I want to address how to pull down the strongholds of the 5 Kings found in Joshua 10. I want us to see these 5 Kings represent 5 spirits that resist our entering in to possess the fullness of the Promised Land. Like they aligned to resist Joshua’s advance, they seek to align to resist our advance as well.

Joshua 10:1-10; 16-18; 24-26

While in Colorado Springs a few weeks ago Jane Hamon shared a dream her father in law Bishop Bill Hamon had back in October. In the dream he heard the Lord saying over and over “Makkeda is the Key.”

At the time they had no idea what Makkeda was. It was only later through a number of orchestrations that they tied Makkeda to Joshua 10 and the place where these 5 Kings of resistance were defeated.

As Jane shared the meanings of these 5 Kings and their spiritual significance for us today, both Marc and I said that is another key to equip this House of Prayer and to take us to that next level of dominion.

So I want you to hear the explanation of these 5 Kings as representative powers that seek to hinder our advance but are being exposed, isolated and destroyed.

We want to resist these 5 Kings in prayer and then overcome them through releasing the opposite spirit.

Keep in mind these were Amorite Kings who occupied the cities before Israel was given the land. Amorite means pride rooted in rebellion. So though we know the cities they ruled to be great cities, this was before they were redeemed by God.

1. Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem
Commentators tell us Adoni–zedek’s name means lord of justice. Through corruption he came to be known as the false lord of justice who became the thief of righteousness, peace and joy.

Adoni-zedek represents the spirit of oppression, the antichrist spirit that resists incarnation and wars against divine grace. It is a spirit that encourages us to operate in the power of the soul and not the spirit.
This is the power that produces fear, worry, poverty and confusion. It is an antichrist spirit so it comes in attack of the demonstration of truth not necessarily the proclamation.

We overcome this false lord of justice through binding him in prayer, cultivating the opposite spirit through the release of divine justice and the incarnating of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.

We must become strong in spirit and not trust in the strength of the soul, or of personality. We must risk all to incarnate the truth in our lives and walk in a greater fullness of what God has ordained.

2. Hoham, king of Hebron
Commentators are uncertain of the meaning of his name but he came to represent the spirit of religion, performance and perfection through legalism. This power represents passivity and retreat, peace at the cost of freedom, exhaustion, weariness, broken relationships and a critical spirit. One writer said, this is the power that wars against reformation.

It is a source of hopelessness and the inability to move forward. It chokes out intimacy, friendship and relationship. It breaks down relationships so they are no longer organic but functional. 
We overcome this false spirit of religion through binding it in prayer, cultivating the opposite spirit through friendship with God, intimacy with Christ and covenant relationship with man.

Loving God is an aggressive tactic of spiritual warfare. We place our foot on the neck of the enemy through intimacy with God. We win because he has already won. We are called to live covenentally and relationally. We must confess and forgive offenses that we cause or that are caused to us. We will hurt people if we take risks but we must deal with the risks right. We must not shoot our wounded!
3. Piram, king of Jarmuth
This king represents a spirit of besiegement; it is a confining spirit, a breath robbing spirit represented by the python that chokes out vision through the disappointment of delay.

It has come to represent barrenness, poverty and isolation. Jarmuth means wild, so it is the picture of an unbridled, too proud to submit, wild spirit that cuts off the flow of life.

We overcome this false spirit of confinement through binding it in prayer, cultivating the opposite spirit through relationship with Baal Perezim (the God who breaks out), humility, accountability, vision, outreach and risk. Celebration breaks confinement!

4. Japhia, king of Lachish
The name Japhia means bright. In his corruption he has come to represent the spirit of blindness that wars against revelation and the prophetic dimension. This spirit seeks to shut down the voice of God and silence the supernatural.

This power gets its strength through entitlement and the demand for rights. It is the power at work when a godly desire becomes a reactionary demand. It is a power that is particularly at work in the second generation who are susceptible to entitlement.
It sees what God sees but because of entitlement it can’t wait, so righteous desire turns into carnal demand.

We overcome this false spirit of blindness through binding it, cultivating the opposite spirit of revelation, seeking after that preceding word, living by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God and rejecting the demand. We must stay in sync with what God wants for us, when he wants it for us. We must reject the demand of our own personal way and timing. We must not force our way into what God has for us.
5. Debir, king of Eglon
The name Debir means the oracle or shrine. In its corruption it has come to represent the spirit of accusation. It is a self enshrined oracle that discredits leaders; it wars against rulership and dominion seeking to silence the decree of the saints.

Debir is the power behind false prophets and self appointed leaders. Debir is the power behind that fault finding spirit that wreaks havoc in the Body of Christ through accusation and discreditation.

We overcome this false spirit of accusation through binding it in prayer, cultivating the opposite spirit of blessing. We become spirit-led oracles of gratefulness, governmental intercession and the word of reconciliation.

Makkedah is the place where these 5 kings were identified, isolated and destroyed.

We need to:
* Examine ourselves and repent of any likeness in our lives.
* Be vigilant in prayer and decree the demise of these 5 kings.
* Overcome the effect of these 5 kings with their opposite spirit.
* Celebrate our victory and possess the promise of the land.
