The Spiritual Discipline of Service
The Heart of Service:
Service is a natural response of holy obedience that flows from our passion for God. It is a concrete expression of our love for Jesus and our desire to be more like Him.
The Importance of Service:

1. We are called to serve – John 13:15

2. We are gifted to serve – 1 Peter 4:10
3. We are privileged to serve – Matthew 25:31-46
We actually serve Jesus; we develop intimacy with Jesus; we become more like Jesus; we receive grace from Jesus.
Improving Your Serve:
1. Ask God to bring you someone to serve
2. Evaluate a recent service opportunity:

    * Did I serve a need or my own need to serve?
    * Did I look for control, merit or appreciation?
3. Volunteer for an area of ministry

4. Live out Matthew 25

    * Feed the Hungry 
    * Visit the Sick 
    * Visit the Prisoner 
    * Clothe the Naked 
    * Welcome the Stranger 
5. A week of devotional readings:
    * Wednesday: The call to service – Matthew 20:20-28

    * Thursday: The sign of service – John 13:1-17

    * Friday: The challenge of service – 1 John 3:16-18
    * Saturday: The attitude of service – Colossians 3:23-25

    * Sunday: The practise of service – Romans 12:9-13

    * Monday: The reality of service – Matthew 25:31-39

    * Tuesday: The model of service – Luke 10:29-37
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