Starting a Connect Group at Your School
What is the Challenge?
As the igniteTEAM we believe that God has promoted us to challenge each member of our youth ministry to take up a God-sized challenge and start a connect group at their school. 

Where Did The Idea Come From?
We believe that if we are going to transform our city we have to take our influence outside of the four walls of the church and start a movement in our city – and who better to lead the movement than the members of the igniteYOUTH ministry at His People Joburg. 
There is a massive difference between addition and multiplication – we will never change the world by addition but we can do so through multiplication. Imagine if each one of you were to impact 5 other people and if they impacted 5 other people – imagine the impact on our city.
What is a Connect Group?

A weekly meeting where we connect with:
1. Each Other

2. Our God

3. Our Selves
4. Our World

This is what the early church guys did when they met each week:

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. (Acts 2:42-47)
These four priorities interconnect with each other.

What Do You Do in a Connect Group?

It could last as long as 60 minutes and even take place in 15-20 minutes (like during big break). Here is an outline of how the group can run:
1. Connect with Each Other

The goal of this stage is to get to know each other more deeply. You could use a warm up question. You could explore each other’s lives using one of these ideas:
A. My Life as a River – give each person a piece of paper on which they can draw their life journey.

B. Heroes and Influences – give each person a chance to talk about who and what has impacted their lives.

C. My Life as a House – explore insights into a person by walking through their life as a house: front door, living room, dining room, bedroom, etc.
2. Connect with Your God
A time to share something about God. This could be looking at what the Bible says about a topic that your friends might be thinking about with.
3. Connect with Your Self

This involves hearing the word and acting on it. Doing something with the truth. You might use an application question like: Are you personally experiencing tough times? This could lead into a short prayer or you might like to ask: What can I pray for you? You could also have each person think of a strength, joy, weakness and a pain and share it with the group – here connecting with self merges into sharing with each other.
4. Connect with Your World

As the group develops you might like to consider how the group can make an impact on the world around them. This might be a practical expression of love at school by doing deeds of love
The group could end with a brief wrap up that is appropriate to what has been explored.

Let God show up, just be normal
What Can We Use For Teaching?
You might like to consider using some of the His People resources:

* the One-to-One booklet 

* the Foundations follow up material

* the purple book

* choose a book that you can work through together

* share what you have learned during an igniteYOUTH event on the weekend or at a camp

* or take the four step structure and create your own weekly program

How Can We Make It Effective?
Brainstorm: If I had a group of 3-6 of my friends willing to meet each week in a connect group, what could I do creatively in each of these four areas:

1. Connect with Each Other
2. Connect with Your God

3. Connect with Your Self

4. Connect with Your World

Who Do We Target to Invite to the Connect Group?
- find people with common interests or hobbies to you

- friends in the school 

- class mates

- a few other believers that you know in the school

- intentionally invite people who do not yet know Jesus personally

How Do We Invite People?

- pray about who God wants you to invite

- ask people – either face to face, via sms or email, on MXit

- share the vision – mention that one of the goals is to impact our school

- brand the group with a funky name, send out a flyer, create a logo, make a video, etc.
When Does the Group Meet?

- Once a week

- During break times or after school, if necessary

What Should We Do Practically?
- get permission from the school – from a teacher

- look for a suitable venue and ask for permission
- partner with other organisations

- ask the school head what needs you can pray about or help to solve

What Else Can We Do Along the Way?

- get other people involved: youth workers, Champions guys, celebrities

- give roles to different people as the group grows – based on strengths and gifts

- consider meeting with a few key guys to pray about the group during the week

- report back to your youth leaders – share testimonies and photos and share prayer needs
- believe God for greater things and expanding impact and multiplication

- invite group members to igniteYOUTH events at church – Friday, Sunday and special events
- consider hosting events outside school for your group – at your home, at a mall, a camp, etc.

