The Journey of Faith

My Faith Journey:

This morning I believe that God wants me to speak about the Journey of Faith so I thought it would be appropriate to introduce myself by charting my faith journey: State vs Markers
* Conversion (7)

* Baptism (12)

* Church Leadership (17)

* Bible College Student/Lecturer (24/31)

* J-Life Director (39)

* Youth Pastor (44)

* Preacher in a Movie house (45)

* Rapture (any time) 

I don’t think so!

All of these took place, but if that is all my faith journey involved then my life has been spin doctored – airbrushed and sanitised! Let me fill in some of the gaps:
* A young conversion and growing up in a Christian family (almost born in a church)

= am I really saved? What is it like to not be saved?

= why don’t I have a big testimony of my BC days like other people?
* A short experience clubbing with the potential of slipping away from the Lord – a time of questioning my beliefs and whether I would embrace my parents version of Christianity.

* Two years of military service, staring death in the face on many occasions – torn between whether it was ethically the right thing to do and the impact I was having on lives.

* Leaving a denomination in which I had been ordained as a pastor and to which I had given 40 years of my life (a mid-life crisis???) – this led me on a search for a church that embraced people of all cultures and in which God was free to move in power - HP.

* The experience of hiring and then firing a Christian brother in a Christian missionary organization I was directing and feeling like I was a total failure as a leader – and feeling like God had abandoned me in my hour of need.

Your Faith Journey

What about your faith journey? How would you draw your journey? Has it been a smooth straight line or one filled with many challenges along the way?

What does the faith journey look like? 

Peter’s Faith Journey:

My favourite Bible character is Peter. What did his Faith Journey look like? Let’s chart the journey of one of the first people to meet Jesus.
1. Peter Follows Jesus
Matthew 4:18-20

 2. Peter Walks on Water 
Matthew 14:22‑33

 3. Peter Confesses Faith in Jesus
Matthew 16:13‑17

 4. Peter Rebukes Jesus
Matthew 16:21-23

 5. Peter Advises Jesus at the Transfiguration
Matthew 17:1-4

 6. Peter Defends Jesus in the Garden
John 18:10‑11

 7. Peter Denies Jesus at the Trial
Matthew 26:69-75

 8. Peter Deserts Jesus and Goes Fishing
John 21:2‑3

 9. Peter is Restored by Jesus
John 21:15-17

10. Peter Preaches at Pentecost
Acts 2:14, 37, 38

11. Peter Heals a Beggar
Acts 3:1-8

12. Peter Defends His Faith
Acts 4:1-21

13. Peter Overcomes Prejudices
Acts 10:9-35

14. Peter Practises Hypocrisy
Galatians 2:11-14

15. Peter Writes Letters



       1 & 2 Peter
What do we learn about the faith journey from Peter’s experience?

… responding to Jesus

… stepping out in faith

… making public confession

… facing tough challenges

… experiencing restoration

… accomplishing great things

Read: The Race

Let me narrow down our focus this morning and suggest on key insight that I believe God wants you to take away this morning:

Following Jesus is not a spectator sport!
You can’t do it from the safety of a couch or with a remote control in your hands!

Following Jesus involves leaving!!!!

For Peter this meant that he had to:

1. Leave the Nets 
– 
He left his nets to follow Jesus


- A Call to Follow

2. Leave the Boat 
– 
He left the boat to walk on water to Jesus
- A Call to Grow

3. Leave the Room
–
He left the room to tell others about Jesus
- A Call to Minister

How is Jesus calling you to follow him today?

* Will you leave your nets to start your journey of following him?

* Will you step out of the boat to experience a new level of growth?

* Will you leave the safety of the upper room to make your faith known?

Guided Meditations: 

Let me take you personally through three of the stories that you have heard from Peter’s life – allow yourself to enter the story and respond to Jesus as he challenges you:

1. You are down by the sea of Galilee, fixing your nets with your brother Andrew. Suddenly you hear footsteps and you look up and Jesus is coming towards you. You have seen him before, you know that his teachings are true and that he backs up his teaching with signs and wonders. Jesus says just three words, “Come, follow me”

…How will you respond?

...Will you leave your nets to become his disciples?

Jesus is calling some of you this morning to follow him – to make a declaration, to put a marker on the journey that you are going to become a Christ-follower! 

2. You are out on a boat one night on the lake when a figure comes walking towards you – everyone is in a panic, thinking it is a ghost, but you believe that it could be Jesus. You call out to him, “Jesus if that is you, tell me to come to you”. Jesus replies, “It is me, come.” 

…What will you do? 

…Will you get out of the boat and walk on the water? 

…But what if you fail, if you sink in front of your friends? They’ll mock you forever! 

…Will you risk everything to obey the voice of Jesus?

Jesus is calling some of you this morning to a new stage in your journey – to make a new commitment to pursue spiritual growth. 

3. The death of Jesus was a terrible experience for you and the rest of the disciples but Jesus had risen from the dead and even appeared to you personally. When he ascended he promised to send his Holy Spirit to empower you to be his witnesses. And it finally happened! You have been filled with power right in that upper room where you have been hiding out for 40 days.

…Will you leave the upper room to make Jesus known?

…What if the Roman soldiers arrest you? 

…Will you have the courage to make a difference in the world around you?

Jesus is calling some of you this morning to a new level in your journey – to commit to be used by God in whatever way he calls you to serve him.

If you have felt Jesus calling you in any one of these three challenges, then I would like to invite you to make a public step of faith – come and stand in front as a sign of your intention to take the next step in your spiritual journey!
