The Time Travellers Series - Week 2
Time Travellers and the Creation of MAN
Who of you have watched the TV series, Heroes?  Who was your favourite character on the show? My favourite character by far was Hiro Nakamura who had an incredible gift – the ability to stop time and even to travel through time – into the past and into the future – just by blinking his eyes – really tightly!!!

Share: If you could have stopped time once this past week, when would it have been and why?

Welcome to week 2 of the Time Travellers Series! Last week you experienced a fresh revelation of GOD.
We saw that God is Great and Good! And we learnt that…

1. We can know God
2. We can be great! 
3. We can be good! 
Today, fellow Time Travellers, you will experience the awe-inspiring creation of the universe, the world and mankind.

So fasten your seatbelt, our destination is Before Creation!

Genesis 1:1 says:” In the beginning God created heaven and earth!”

1. God is artistic. The earth was formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep water. The Spirit of God was hovering over the water. (Genesis 1:2). What was created at first was without form and void – a clump of wet mass like play dough that God was going to shape into what He wanted it to be. The Spirit was hovering to give life! God the artist was about to sculpt it. 

2. God is powerful.  Like an artist God used a tool to create everything. How did he do it? In verse 3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, and 26 – eight times the tool God used is mentioned – “God said!” The tool is his Word. God just speaks and things come into existence. Can you do that? Speak to a lump of play dough and say: “giraffe”. Will it work? God did it! God speaks and life happens! Light! Etc. No one else can do this!

God spoke and it was done (Psalm 33:9).

By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. (Hebrews 11:3)

3. God is intentional. Nothing is haphazard – an intentional order. First 3 days – spaces and places for habitation. Day 1 day and night; Day 2 sky and water; Day 3: land – all places. Last 3 days inhabitants to fill the spaces : 4 – sun and moon and stars, Day 5: birds for the sky and creatures for the sea, Day 6: animals and insects and humans to inhabit the land. Like new parents getting the baby room ready for the arrival of the newborn. God got the house of the universe ready for the inhabitants before they arrived. 

Day 1: God made Night and Day (Genesis 1:3-5) - Then God said, “Let there be light!” So there was light. God saw the light was good. So God separated the light from the darkness. God named the light day, and the darkness he named night. (Genesis 1:3-5)

Day 2: Sky and Water (Genesis 1:6-8) - Then God said, “Let there be a horizon in the middle of the water in order to separate the water.” So God made the horizon and separated the water above and below the horizon. And so it was. God named what was above the horizon sky. (Genesis 1:6-8)

Day 3: Land and Plants (Genesis 1:9-13) - Then God said, “Let the water under the sky come together in one area, and let the dry land appear.” And so it was. God named the dry land earth. The water which came together he named sea. God saw that it was good. (Genesis 1:9-10)

Then God said, “Let the earth produce vegetation: plants bearing seeds, each according to its own type, and fruit trees bearing fruit with seeds, each according to its own type.” And so it was. (Genesis 1:11)

Day 4: Sun, Moon and Stars (Genesis 1:14-19) - Then God said, “Let there be lights in the sky to separate the day from the night. They will be signs and will mark religious festivals, days, and years. They will be lights in the sky to shine on the earth.” And so it was. God made the two bright lights: the sun to rule the day and the moon to rule the night. He also made the stars. (Genesis 1:14-16)

Day 5: Birds and Fish (Genesis 1:20-23) - Then God said, “Let birds fly through the sky over the earth.” (Genesis 1:20)
Then God said, “Let the water swarm with swimming creatures. God saw that they were good.” (Genesis 1:21)
Day 6: Animals and Man – Genesis 1:24-31
Wow – what a creation – it is spectacular – but it is not finished yet – God is about to add His masterpiece!!!
On day 6 God creates Mankind: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness”. Up until this point it is And God said – and a command for something to appear. On the other side of “and God said”: There is a conversation – “let’s us make man”. He is having a conversation with God – and he is not schizophrenic – he is triune! There is one God who eternally exists in 3 persons: distinct persons who are co-equal in power and glory, God the Father and God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. They are discussing how to purposefully and intentionally create the first man. 
God breathed his life into his creation and man became a living being.
Day 7 – God Rested - On the seventh day God stopped the work he had been doing. (Genesis 2:2)
Why did God make man?
1. We were made to Please God. As God looks and evaluates things he sees that things are good. At the end, verse 31 – and he said it was very good! As God looks at all he has created he is pleased. The creation was made to please the Creator. That is what we are here for! Made to please God! Made to please our Creator. He looks at our lives and says, “Good, I like that!” It is not about me…it is all about HE! We are here to please our Creator. The twist in the story is that those who try and live their own way, end up miserable! But those who live their lives in God’s way for His please find they are fulfilled and joyful! 
And God saw everything that he had made and that it was very good. (Genesis 1:31)
So what? Make God happy
2. We were made to Reflect God. We please God when we reflect him! He created us, male and female, in his image to be a reflection of His image. When God sees his image reflected through our lives he is pleased. All of Creation exists to make much of it’s creator. Psalm 19:1 says: “The heavens declare the glory of God”. We have been made to make much of the one who made us. God is holy, righteous, honest, wise and just – we show him off when we are just like him!
So God created humans in his image. (Genesis 1:27)
So What? Show God off
3. We were made to Serve God. We were made to experience an intimate relationship with God – this separates Adam and Eve from the rest of creation. God interacts with them uniquely – he blesses them, speaks to them, gives them a mission, gives them rank and responsibility over the rest of creation. He made them on purpose, with a purpose! We are here to know God and to make God known!
Man was given the responsibility to name all the animals and to take care of them! “God blessed them and said, “Be fertile, increase in number, fill the earth, and be its master. Rule the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that crawl on the earth.” (Genesis 1:28)
So What? Serve God well
Here is a great example of serving God well – Our very own Dimakatso took part in the silent protest against sexual violence at WITS on Friday the 19th April 2013. They were protesting against the unacceptable levels of rape in South Africa.
Video: Passing on acts of kindness. Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU
Let’s pray!
Next week we will be travelling back in time to experience the horror of SIN.
