The Time Travellers Series - Week 3 - AM1
Time Travellers and the Horror of SIN
Message prepared and presented by Stephen Law, youth pastor at Grace Covenant Church in Virginia, USA.
All sin is choosing to be our own god. 

Adam and Eve's father, God, was perfect and loving and they are answerable to him but they choose to ignore all he had commanded them. 

We often try to excuse our sin and make it out to be less than what it really is. We minimize it. 

We know God's commandment but we choose to be the ultimate authority in our own lives. We choose our own plan. 

Have you ever been to a place where you get to shoot with a proper bow and arrow – like at an archery range? So many people miss the mark – the target! Some people even just choose another target all together instead of what they should be aiming at – their own target. 

Sin is not just something we do - individual acts. It is a part of who we are. When Adam and Eve sinned it entered the whole world and became part of our nature. Our natural inclination is to sin. 

Vs 6. Sin is enticing. We choose sin because it is delightful to our eyes. We first choose sin because we think it is good for us or it will fulfill our needs. But it does not bring fulfillment. 

God wanted to be in fellowship with Adam and Eve but they chose to disobey Him. 

The book of Hebrews warns us about being hardened by sin. We keep telling ourselves that our sin is not a big deal. But it is a big deal. And things that used to convict us don't convict us anymore. Compromise is a slow process sometimes. 

There is hope that Christ can pull us out of our addiction. We can't do it on our own strength. It is our nature to fail, to rebel against God.

The greatest horror of sin is separation from God. Vs 7-10. 

The sound of God walking in the garden was the most glorious thing before they sinned. They could talk to God face to give. It was the highlight of their day. But today they hid themselves because of their sin. Sin makes us retreat from God and run and hide from God. Immediate separation and hiding in fear.

Our pride stops us from telling the truth. God will convict us but will stop speaking to us until we confess. He won't let us continue in sin because he loves us so much. 

It was not just that they ate. They knew God's commanded and broke it anyway.

Most people today say they believe in God and are a Christian. But most people believe in Jesus plus something else to save them. But there is nothing in us that can save us. All we can do is repent and believe. We bring nothing to the table. God did all the performing for us. We can't trust in anything other than Christ to save us. Roman 6:23 says that the wages of sin is death - separation, shame and guilt. 

Most of us have a story to tell of how we got lost as a child because we wanted to do things our own way and not obey our parents.  Maybe some of us today are in a state of being lost. 

This is the horror of sin - an eternal lostness. There is eternal separation from God if we don't know Jesus Christ. Eternity is a long time to be separated from God!

At the end of the chapter in Genesis 3:23-24, God drove them out of the Garden of Eden. They were supposed to live forever but now they have physical death as well as eternal death because of sin. 

Those who don't know Jesus are kicked out of paradise for eternity. 

But there is hope for those who believe in Jesus and we can spend eternity with Christ. 

We have to get to a place where we admit we are stuck and can't escape on our own and need Christ to deliver us. 

God offers grace to us.

