The Time Travellers Series - Week 5
Time Travellers and the Mystery of SPIRIT
Have you ever heard of the Butterfly Effect? A movie was made about the concept in 2004. It has been said that something as small as the flutter of a butterfly’s wing can ultimately cause a typhoon halfway around the world. (Chaos Theory)

When one thing is changed – everything is changed.

We are going to watch a great animation that explores the idea of the Butterfly Effect.

Video: The Butterfly Effect Cartoon available on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2_qpLGwknw

Did you notice the butterfly that caused the skateboard to fall over that started the mayhem – and the bubblegum on the ground and the newspapers that kept obscuring people’s vision, and that one gas bottle that caused the explosion?

As I was preparing this message during this week I got to think about some butterfly effect moments in my own life…

1. A near death experience at 8 years of age - a man of God flew from Joburg to Durban to pray for me and I was healed. Do you think that changed my future? You bet!!!

2. Getting married to Debbie - that changed my life big time!!!

3. Opening our hearts and lives to three incredible kids - nothing will change you life like having kids!

4. Joining His People Church – a coffee date with Pastor Iain Shippey turned into a role as youth pastor that I have never considered at this church before.

Share: What are some of your butterfly effect moments in your life so far?

So we are half way through the Time Travellers Series at igniteYOUTH on Sunday mornings. Let’s rewind time and review our journey so far…

In week one we experienced a fresh revelation of GOD as Great and Good!

In week two we experienced the awe-inspiring Creation of the universe, the world and mankind.

In week three we experienced the Horror of SIN as Adam and Eve sinned against God.

In week four we marveled at the wonder of JESUS.

Today we are going to be going on a journey to explore a true mystery!

Let me give you some clues as to it's identity…

It can’t be seen even though you can feel it’s effect!

It is something that leaves no footprints in the sand.

It is like fire!

Do you get it, or do you give up? Let me give you a few more clues…

It’s a bird…

It’s a secret agent….not so much like Johnny English…more like James Bond

It’s God’s secret agent!

It’s the person in the empty frame (Father, Son and Who?)

In fact, it is not an it at all – I did that to mislead you – it is a person!!! The Spirit of God!

Today in our Time Travellers series we are looking at the mystery of SPIRIT.

So what do we know about the Spirit? Fasten your seat belts, we are going to go from Genesis to Revelation!

1. He Lived Forever: He is called the eternal Spirit in Hebrews 9:14. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. (Genesis 1:2)

2. He Gave Life: God breathed the breath of life into Adam and made him a living being. (Genesis 2:7)

3. He Energised People: The phrase used is Came Upon – He visited a person so they could complete a task and then He left. Some examples are: (1) Bezalel – Exodus 31:3, 35:31; (2) Elders: Numbers 11:25; (3) Balaam: Numbers 24:2; (4) Samson: Judges 14:6,19; (5) Othniel: Judges 3:10; (6) Gideon: Judges 6:34; (7) Jephthah: Judges 11:29; (8) Saul: 1 Samuel 10:10, 16:13; (9) Amasai: 1 Chronicles 12:18; (10) Azariah: 2 Chronicles 15:1; (11) Jehaziel: 2 Chronicles 20:14; (12) Zechariah: 2 Chronicles 24:20; and (13) Eldad and Medad: Numbers 11:26.

4. He Inhabited People: (1) Joseph - So Pharaoh asked them, ‘Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God? (Genesis 41:38). (2) Joshua - Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the Lord had commanded Moses (Deuteronomy 34:9). (3) David - So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came upon David in power. (1 Samuel 16:13). (4) Elijah and Elisha - When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?” “Let me inherit a double portion of your Spirit,” Elisha replied.… He picked up the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. Then he took the cloak that had fallen from him and struck the water with it. “Where now is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” he asked. When he struck the water, it divided to the right and to the left, and he crossed over. The company of the prophets from Jericho, who were watching, said, “The Spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha.” And they went to meet him and bowed to the ground before him (2 Kings 2:9, 13-15).

5. He Sent Prophets: (1) Isaiah - And now the Sovereign LORD has sent me, with his Spirit.” (Isaiah 48:16-17). (2) Ezekiel - As he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to me.” (Ezekiel 2:1-3). (3) Daniel - “I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you and that you have insight, intelligence and outstanding wisdom.” (Daniel 4:8-9,18, 5:11). (4) Micah - “But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the Lord, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin” (Micah 3:8).

6. He Taught People: You gave your good Spirit to instruct them. But it is the Spirit in a man, the breath of the Almighty, that gives him understanding. (Nehemiah 9:20, Job 32:8)

7. He Warned People: For many years you were patient with them. By your Spirit you admonished them through your prophets. Yet they paid no attention, so you handed them over to the neighboring peoples. (Nehemiah 9:30)

8. He Introduced Jesus: Through people like Elizabeth: John the Baptist’s mother (Luke 1:41-42); Zacharias: John the Baptist’s father (Luke 1:67-79); Simeon: He saw the infant Jesus when presented in the Temple. (Luke 2:25)

9. He Impregnated Mary: Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 1:18)

10. He Anointed Jesus: When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. (Luke 3:21)

11. He Led Jesus: And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness. (Luke 4:1)

12. He Empowered Jesus: Jesus returned from His temptations in the power of the Spirit to teach in the synagogues. He cast out demons by the power of the Holy Spirit. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. (Luke 4:14-15, Matthew 12:28, Acts 10:38)

13. He Raised Jesus: The Spirit raised Jesus from the dead. (Romans 8:11)

14. He Entered Disciples: Jesus breathed on his disciples and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’ (John 20:22)

15. He Fell at Pentecost: When the day of Pentecost arrived, there came heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind…and tongues as of fire appeared to them…and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues. (Acts 2:1-47)

16. He Fell in Jerusalem: After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. (Acts 4:31)

17. He Fell in Samaria: When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:14-17)

18. He Fell in Caesarea: While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. (Acts 10:44-46)

19. He Fell in Ephesus: When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. (Acts 19:6)

20. He Guided Leaders: While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul….”(Acts 13:2)

21. He Inspired Scripture: All Scripture is breathed out by God. (2 Tim 3:16)

Wait…there’s more! There is so much more I could share about this mystery – you will have to visit our Facebook site this week to get more details…

He is called by many different names: (1) The Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 3:16), (2) The Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9), (3) The Eternal Spirit (Hebrews 9:14), (4) The Spirit of Truth (John 16:13), (5) The Spirit of Grace (Hebrews 10:29), (6) The Spirit of Glory (1 Peter 4:14), (7) The Spirit of Life (Romans 8:2), (8) The Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation (Ephesians 1:17), (9) The Comforter (John 14:26), (10) The Spirit of Promise (Acts 1:4-5), (11) The Spirit of Adoption (Romans 8:15), (12) The Spirit of Holiness (Romans 1:4) and (13) The Spirit of Faith (2 Corinthians 4:13).

He is like... Many metaphors are used for the Holy Spirit in the Bible: (1) Dove (Matthew 3:16); (2) Wind – He is unseen, yet His influence and activity can be seen (John 3:8); (3) Water - He is the source of life, ever flowing as fresh, living water (John 7:37-39); (4) Clothing (Acts 1:8); (5) Fire - He purges & refines us and also imparts God’s zeal into us for His work (Acts 2:3); (6) Oil - He anoints us or empowers us to do God’s work (Acts 10:38, 2 Corinthians 1:21), (7) Seal - He spiritually marks us as God’s property (1 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13) and (8) Guarantee/Pledge (Ephesians 1:14).

He is Personal: (1) He makes choices (1 Corinthians 12:11); (2) He teaches (John 14:26); (3) He convicts (John 16:8); (4) He can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30); (5) He can be blasphemed (Matthew 12:31); (6) He has a rational mind (Romans 8:26-27); (7) He can be lied to (Acts 5:3-4) and (8) He can be resisted (Acts 7:51).

Share: What new truth have you learnt today?

So we saw that God created Perfect Man on day six of creation but tragically due to the Horror of sin he became Fallen Man. Last week we learned that God was not finished with man and he had an ace up his sleeve: New Man.

Can you be a New Man? By the Spirit You Can!

1. Let Him Invade You

﻿He is the perfect gentleman so you do need to let him work in you! He does not force himself on you! A. He Will Adopt You: The Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. (Romans 8:15) B. He Will Own You: Do you not know that you are the temple of the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 6:19

C. He Will Fill You: Be filled with the Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18)

2. Let Him Grow You

A. He Will Change You: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. (Galatians 5:22-26)

B. He Will Equip You: There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them:  word of wisdom; word of knowledge, faith, gifts of healing, working of miracles; prophecy, ability to judge between spirits; ability to speak in different kinds of tongues; ability to interpret tongues. (1 Corinthians 12:4,8-10)

C. He Will Empower You: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses. (Acts 1:8)

3. Let Him Help You

A. He Will Teach You: The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things. (John 14:26)

B. He Will Guide You: When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth. (John 16:12)

C. He Will Comfort You: But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I don’t go away, the comforting Counselor will not come to you. (John 16:7)

I stumbled across an amazing poem that has really inspired me to build an intimate relationship with Holy Spirit:

Some say there is a man who dwells in the invisible,
Whom tens of thousands have testified has been present with them in their darkest hour.

Though others may be present, only those in desperate need have felt his presence.
He makes himself known to the lonely, the sad, the oppressed and the dying.
He holds them in his arms and whispers comfort in their ears.
He talks like an old friend, knowing the most secret thoughts.

He urges men to push on and not give up.
He gives strength to the weak and hope to the dying.

He stays with them all through the night.
He never gives up and he never tires.

His passion is for the lost and the needy.
Others say he doesn’t exist, or that he leaves when the trouble has passed,
but those who know him know that he is always there, urging them forward.
He has been felt by dying men on battlefields

and has been with prisoners on death row.

He has been with orphans on street corners
And with widows left alone.

He urges the broken back into relationships of trust.

He never condemns, but convinces the redeemed of their right standing with God.
He reminds the oppressed that their enemy now stands condemned and defeated.

He has promised to teach the children of God all things concerning their hope and to remind them of the truth.
He testifies of a Saviour to all mankind.
His name is The Comforter.

He is the Holy Spirit

Let’s pray

Next time we will be looking at the gift of SALVATION.

