The Treasure Hunters Series: Week 2
Welcome to week 2 of the Treasure Hunters series.

Video Intro: An edited version of the trainer for Uncharted: Drake’s Fortune Trailer 1 PS3. Get it on Youtube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blyjqAliAtg

Last week we looked at finding our passion.

We learnt that passion is a God-given desire to make a difference in some area of life or ministry and involves your greatest emotional energy.
You worked through 7 clues to finding your passion: (1) What topic excites you Most? (2) What do you daydream about most? (3) What are your top 5 achievements in life? (4) What activities make you lose track of time? (5) What difference do you want to make in the world? (6) What activities leave you energised? (7) Does it glorify God and edify people?

Finally, you wrote a passion statement for your life.
Today you are going to Find Your Mission in life!

Sharing: Have you ever created a mission statement for your life? If No, “Why not?” If Yes, “So what?”

What is Mission?
Peter Senge, a business leader once wrote: “Mission is what you want to create of yourself and the world around you.”
Today we will define mission like this: “Mission is what you want to be and do to others to impact them positively during your life-time.”
Who had a mission? Here are some examples of people who lived with a clearly defined mission for their lives.

* Adam and Eve had a mission to be fruitful, to multiply and have dominion over the earth.

* Jesus had a mission to seek and to save the Lost.

* Martin Luther King Jr. had a mission to see equality and racial harmony existing among all people.

* Nelson Mandela had a mission to see a democratic and free society where people live in harmony.

Why should you write a Mission statement?
There are many benefits to writing a mission statement. Here are three benefits: (1) To Determine Priorities - Helps you focus on what is important. (2) To Inspire Progress - Keeps you moving forward when the going gets tough. (3) To Limit Distractions – it helps you say no to things that will get in the way of you living your mission.
How do you find your Mission?
There are 4 steps to finding your mission.
Here is the template we are going to use to craft our mission statements. There are four parts to the mission statement: (1) A Lifetime Noun; (2) Verbs of Impact; (3) Groups to Impact and (4) Result of Impact.
Here is an example – not to be copied of course – of my mission statement that uses this format.
Okay, so grab your handout and let’s start working on our mission statements – one line at a time.
1. What must you BE to impact people?

Remember your mission should not change throughout your life – even when you are old and on your death bed it should still be possible to be and do it!

Your mission should not change when you graduate high school, nor when you change jobs, nor when you get old!

As you write down what you want to be for a lifetime think about the kind of person you want to be – choose a noun that reflects what you want to be throughout your life – this is like the best version of yourself – what God meant you to be!

2. What can you DO to impact people?

Think of yourself as Bob the Builder fixing people or things through your life.

So write down three ways in which you will impact lives – these are verbs and not nouns – i.e. doing or action words.

3. Who do you want to impact?

We are talking about people in your sphere of influence.

Think about people in the circles in which you live your life.

So think about three different groups of people in your sphere of influence that you will impact through your mission.

4. What will be the result of your impact?

Think about what will change, in people’s lives or the world, when you live out your mission

In fact (in the words of Kid President, a YouTube phenomenon), “if it doesn’t make the world better – don’t do it!”

So, write down what you believe your impact will accomplish in the lives of the people groups or in the world in general.

Now you can put key words into the various blocks on your handout.
Write out your missions statement, using as few words as possible, in a single sentence!

Share your mission with people in your group. If we have time, one person from each group will share their mission statement with the whole group.

Now it is up to you to live your mission: (1) Ask God to help you live your mission. (2) Allocate time, energy and resources to it. (3) Act in line with your mission.

Prayer

Next week in the Treasure Hunter’s series you will Find Your Destiny.

