Unashamed Week 1
Last term we spent 6 weeks on a series called: Paint The Town Red.

We explored 9 steps in helping our lost friends be okay for eternity!

This term we are going to launch our Unashamed series!

A funny clip about not being ashamed to admit that you play Yugioh! Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6shdtnXf110

Find a friend and answer this question: What are you ashamed of?

So the Census was launched last week – where every citizen of our country will be counted. I gave an hour of my time when one of the counters knocked on my door. 

We have been challenged to stand up and be counted as South Africans. 

These fans are not ashamed to show their support for their team!

They are proudly South African!

A few years ago this advert was created about our amazing country: South Africa – Alive with Possibilities.

Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Df6GHz7mfx4

You may remember a famous speech by our past president, Thabo Mbheki – I Am An African.

Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0pKrpj-Loc

But I wonder how many of us, who claim to be followers of Jesus Christ are as proudly Christian as we are proudly South Africa?

How many of us have nailed our colours to the mast! Have you heard this phrase before?

Here is a short video clip of a famous maritime battle – it tells the story of Jack Crawford who in a battle between the English and the Dutch was on a ship that had its flag shot down and in case the enemy thought they were surrendering, he climbed up the mast and nailed the flag to the mast. The English won a decisive victory in this battle! This is where we get the English phrase: Nail Your Colours to the Mast. Get it at YouTube at (the part I have used is around the 7th to 8th minute of the video): http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JsPi6ytvXKs

There is a memorial to Jack Crawford remembering his heroic act in the battle.

It reminds me of someone else who nailed his colours to the mast on our behalf! Jesus was nailed to a cross as he gave his life for us!

Jesus challenges us in Matthew chapter 10 – “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.”

I found another translation that makes it even more plain: If anyone tells people that he knows me, I will also tell the Father in heaven that I know him. But anyone who tells people he does not know me, I will also tell my Father in heaven that I do not know him. (Matthew 10:32-33)

In 1 Peter 4:16 we also read: “If you suffer for being a Christian, don’t feel ashamed, but praise God for being called that name.”

There is a powerful verse in Romans 1:16 that is our key verse for this series: I am NOT ASHAMED of the GOSPEL because it is the POWER of GOD that brings SALVATION to EVERYONE who BELIEVES.

Wow – Not Ashamed – really?

Would you wear a T-Shirt like this?

Or like this?

Are you unashamed? When your friends ask you whether you are a Christian, how quick are you to answer that you are?

In Hebrews 2:11 we read that Jesus is not ashamed to be called our big brother!

We should not be ashamed of Jesus!

In this series I am going to challenge you to step out of the closet!

Do you spend your time trying to blend in?

Those who change the world are those who stand out!

Jesus called his followers to be salt and light in the world, a city on a hill that cannot be hidden – unashamed!
Jesus was not ashamed of us – he died on a cross on a hill for you and for me.

Are we ashamed of Jesus?

You are ashamed if you don’t: (1) Show with Actions and (2) Tell with Words. This is Show and Tell. 
1. We Must Show – show people that we are Christians by the things that we do, by our lifestyle, but the way in which we serve and love people.
St. francis of Assissi said: Always preach the gospel, use words if necessary.
2. We Must Tell – We need to tell our friends about Jesus – they need to know that he died for them to restore them into relationship with Father God and wants them to spend an eternity with him.

It’s all about introducing our friends to Jesus.
Here is a final video challenge for the morning: Get it at YouTUBE at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSxT9UlW46U

