Unashamed Week 3
A few weeks ago we launch this series: Unashamed!

Some of us are proudly South African…

But how many of us are proudly Christian?

According to Jesus: If anyone tells people that he knows me, I will also tell the Father in heaven that I know him. But anyone who tells people he does not know me, I will also tell my Father in heaven that I do not know him. (Matthew 10:32-33)

There is a powerful verse in Romans 1:16 that is our key verse for this series: I am NOT ASHAMED of the GOSPEL because it is the POWER of GOD that brings SALVATION to EVERYONE who BELIEVES.

We watched a movie about the five missionaries (Jim Elliot, Ed McCully, Roger Youderian, Pete Fleming, and their pilot, Nate Saint) who died while trying to bring the gospel to the Waodani tribe. 

If you thought there was a chance that you would be killed because you follow Jesus – what message would you leave behind for your friends and family to find and read once you had gone?

Video: Fellowship of the Unashamed. Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZKuKPMq8r0

Here is the full text from the poem: I'm a part of the fellowship of the unashamed. The die has been cast. I have stepped over the line. The decision has been made. I'm a disciple of His. I won't look back, let up, slow down, back away, or be still. My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, my future is secure. I'm finished with low living, sight walking, small planning, smooth knees, colorless dreams, tamed visions, mundane talking, cheap living and dwarfed goals. I no longer need preeminence, prosperity, position, promotions, plaudity, or popularity. I don't have to be right, or first, or tops, or recognized, or praised, or rewarded. I live by faith, lean on His presence, walk by patience, lift by prayer, and labor by Holy Spirit power. My face is set. My gait is fast. My goal is heaven. My road may be narrow, my way rough, my companions few, but my guide is reliable and my mission is clear. I will not be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned back, deluded or delayed. I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice or hesitate in the presence of the adversary. I will not negotiate at the table of the enemy, pander at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity. I won't give up, shut up, or let up until I have stayed up, stored up, prayed up, paid up, and preached up for the cause of Christ. I am a disciple of Jesus. I must go til he comes, give til I drop, preach til all know, and work until He comes. And when He does come for His own, He will have no problem recognizing me. My banner will be clear!
This morning I want to read a story that happened at the time that Jesus was arrested: When Jesus was arrested Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. In the courtyard the gatekeeper asked Peter, “Aren't you one of this man's disciples too?” Peter answered, “No, I'm not!” Simon Peter continued to stand and warm himself by the fire. Some men asked him, “Aren't you, too, one of his disciples?” Peter denied it by saying, “No, I'm not!” One of the chief priest's servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked him, “Didn't I see you with Jesus in the garden?” Peter again denied it, and just then a rooster crowed. (John 18:15-17,25-27)

If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you? I don't mean how many Bibles you own, or how many Christian stickers you might have on your school bag. I mean hard evidence. If your family members, neighbors, and friends interviewed and asked the question, "Is _____ , in your opinion, a real Christian?" how would they respond? 

What evidence would you produce? (1) Character: Love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, perseverance… (2) Witnesses: Family, friends, scholars. (3) Actions: Good deeds, use of money, Internet history, calendar, phone calls, Mxit conversations, Facebook posts.

Group Drama: We are going to act out the scenario: If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you? We have a judge, a jury of 3 people and a prosecutor. We are going to divide the group into 2 and each side will choose 1 person who will be on trail for being a Christian and we will see whether the jury finds them guilty or not guilty of being a Christian. In this drama you want to hear the guilty verdict if you claim to be a follower of Jesus Christ! 

Video: The Conviction. Get the video on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLoifUcbUSM

So what is true Christian?

1. Loving - Everyone will know that you are my disciples because of your love for each other. (John 13:35)

2. Forgiving. If you forgive the failures of others, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. (Matthew 6:14)

3. Growing. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. (Gal 5:22-23) 

4. Caring. How can God's love be in a person if he doesn't help someone who is in need? (1 John 3:17) 

5. Reaching. So never be ashamed to tell others about the Lord. (2 Timothy 1:8)

Are you a Christian? 

Does anybody know you are a Christian? 

