Unashamed Week 4
A few weeks ago we launch this series: Unashamed!

Let’s do a little rewind! 

There is a powerful verse in Romans 1:16 that is our key verse for this series: I am NOT ASHAMED of the GOSPEL because it is the POWER of GOD that brings SALVATION to EVERYONE who BELIEVES.

If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you? I don't mean how many Bibles you own, or how many Christian stickers you might have on your school bag. I mean hard evidence. If your family members, neighbors, and friends interviewed and asked the question, "Is _____ , in your opinion, a real Christian?" how would they respond? 

So what is a true Christian? They are Loving, Forgiving, Growing, Caring and Reaching. 

Does anybody know you are a Christian?

According to Jesus: If anyone tells people that he knows me, I will also tell the Father in heaven that I know him. But anyone who tells people he does not know me, I will also tell my Father in heaven that I do not know him. (Matthew 10:32-33)

Okay, are you ready for our new session today? Let’s hit the Play button! 

Video: I am a Disciple. You can get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CwYeaSetv88

Have you taken a look at Twitter? I know most of you are alive on Facebook but Twitter is another social media networking platform – probably used more by 20 somethings than by teens.

The secret of being alive on Twitter is to try and get as many people as possible to follow you by posting interesting status updates and having something to say.

So who is on Twitter?

Barack Obama

Julius Malema

Actors – like Peter Facinelli from Twilight who plays Dr. Carlisle Cullen.

Our very own Tats Nkonzo

And Jesus or so it seems…

I found this cartoon that wondered how many followers Jesus would have if he twittered.

Video: Follow Jesus on Twitter. You can get this on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-hW680pCLs

Now – there is something significant about what is happening with the Twitter revolution. What if the whole point of the Bible is that we are supposed to follow Jesus.

Not just on Twitter – but to actually follow him.

If fact, that is what Jesus went around calling people to do – to come and follow him.

His favourite expression was: “Follow me!”

Here are some examples: 

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. Matthew 9:9 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. Mark 8:34

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” Matthew 4:19

“If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” (Matthew 19:21) 

The question we normally ask people is: Have you accepted Christ as your personal Saviour. But there is a better way to ask this question: Will you follow Jesus?

Have you accepted Christ as your personal Saviour? = One time decision that happened in the past vs Will you follow Jesus? = Ongoing decision with present implications.

Have you accepted Christ as your personal Saviour? = Suggests a finish-line or a goal vs Will you follow Jesus? = Suggests a starting line – the first step many.

Have you accepted Christ as your personal Saviour? = “Christ” sounds so otherworldly vs Will you follow Jesus? = “Jesus” is a historical person who modelled a way of life we can follow!

Have you accepted Christ as your personal Saviour? = Something you can do alone vs Will you follow Jesus? = Something that can only be performed in community

Are you just a fan of Jesus or are you a follower of Jesus? It is easy to be a fan – but hard to be a follower. This is so much more than hitting the “Like” button, or the “Become a Fan” button! 

I don’t want to mislead you – is not easy to follow Jesus!

Following Jesus might just mean that you have to walk in the opposite direction to the crowd!

It is all about letting Jesus be the boss of you!

Video: The Stool. You can get this on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3qh2dJxUy8

They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were astonished, while those who followed were afraid. (Mark 10:32). Followers of Jesus should often find themselves astonished or afraid! When last were you astonished or afraid as you follow Jesus? 

We are going to watch a video teaching by Francis Chan titled Follow Jesus. You can see a preview of this DVD at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AX_mA93jtgo 

Will you be a follower of Jesus this week?

