The Vision Series Week 1
Welcome to the new series at igniteYOUTH for 2012. It is The Vision Series.

We have just passed a crossroad in our path – leaving behind 2011 and setting out on the road that is marked 2012.

So, this may be a bit late, but welcome to 2012.

Spare a thought for the sad and lonely 2011 who has been left behind! I am sure there are some things that you are glad to walk away from that happened in 2011 but also some great things that you will remember forever!

Sharing: Turn to the person next to you and share 1 thing you are happy to leave behind in 2011 and one thing you are looking forward to in 2012!

According to some research 79% of Canadians have made new years’ resolutions! Did you?

Here are some examples!

Clearly some people struggle to keep their resolutions and start to re-negotiate with themselves very early in the year!

Here is a really cool resolution! To create some new  music.

As a church we also have created a kind of a new years’ resolution – it is more of a vision statement for the months and years that lie ahead of us! 

We see lives, communities and society transformed through discipleship in the Word, the presence and power of God.

Today we are going to focus on just the first 2 words of the vision statement and in the next 4 weeks we will explore the rest of it! 

The first word is “We!” It is not it!

We!

Not Me!

As in statements like “WE Will Rock You!”

Yes WE Can!

WE shall overcome.

We love Apple – okay, bad example – some of us prefer Blackberry or HTC or PC!

But we all know that there are some things that we can’t do alone in life and we need the help of others.

It was Helen Keller who said: “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12. Two people are better than one because together they have a good reward for their hard work. 

If one falls, the other can help his friend get up. But how tragic it is for the one who is all alone when he falls. There is no one to help him get up. 

If two people lie down together, they can keep warm, but how can one person keep warm?

Though one person may be overpowered by another, two people can resist one opponent. 

A triple-braided rope is not easily broken.

Sharing: Turn to the person next to you and answer this question: “What is one thing that we do better together than alone in life?”

Video: We are going to watch a video clip that shows how important it is for us to move from Me to We! You can get it from YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fW8amMCVAJQ

You are the missing piece in the puzzle – each of our pieces are needed to complete the picture!

So it is time to TEAM UP! To work together.

Video: Here is another great example of team work in this video. Watch these penguins work together to avoid danger! Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1qzzYrCTKuk

I love this T-Shirt – it says: “We can because we think we can!”

That is true because: “We See...!!!”
Proverbs 29:18 says: “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” 

It is no use living in the past – people who change the world – dream of a better future – they SEE a better future and they go out and make it happen!

This is a year of dreaming and working together so God can change the world through us! 

John Lennon once said: “A dream you dream alone is only a dream. A dream you dream together is reality.” 

We are going to challenge you to IMAGINE with all your mind, to BELIEVE with all your heart and to ACHIEVE with all your might!

Watch this little mouse imagine a better future. It is entitled: BEST AD EVER - Winner Of 2010 Best TV Advertisement Award – get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6tCtM8UEQv8

Let’s spend a bit of time learning this vision statement before we leave this morning: We see lives, communities and society transformed through discipleship in the Word, the presence and power of God.

Next week we will look at the next part of our vision statement: “We see lives, communities and society transformed”
