The Vision Series Week 2
Welcome to week 2 of the Vision series at igniteYOUTH.

Let’s do a little rewind to remember what we covered last Sunday.

Last week we introduced the new vision statement that we have at His People for 2012 and beyond: “We see lives, communities and society transformed through discipleship in the Word, the presence and power of God.”

We see lives, communities and society transformed through discipleship in the Word, the presence and power of God.

Last Week we looked at just the first 2 words of the vision statement! 

The first word is “We!” It is not “I”!

It was Helen Keller who said: “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12. Two people are better than one because together they have a good reward for their hard work. 

So it is time to TEAM UP! To work together.

We see.. 

This is a year of dreaming and working together so God can change the world through us! 

We are going to challenge you to IMAGINE with all your mind, to BELIEVE with all your heart and to ACHIEVE with all your might!

Okay, let’s hit PLAY and take it a little further.

This week we are going to focus on the next part of the vision statement: We see lives, communities and society transformed... 

In Transformers there is transformation happening all the time.
In Twilight Jacob transforms into a wolf

Video: Jacob’s transformation into a wolf. Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nirht1Z1Xb0

Surely you have watched an episode of Extreme Makeover where people are given a total makeover.

The before and after results can be simple amazing to see.

Or maybe you have watched an episode of Extreme Makeover: Home Edition where homes are given a makeover.

The old home is demolished and a new one is built.

Let’s PAUSE for a minute!

Sharing: Turn to someone next to you and ask them: What change have you seen in a person?

We have the expression: “Can a leopard change it’s spots?” – which implies that transformation or change does not happen!

A leopard may look cuddly but it is definitely a wild animal. 

But I think we do believe in change! 

Seasons change, don’t they? 

The pupa changes into a butterfly! 

Clark Kent changes into Superman! 

Bart Simpson expresses how things look hopeless but then he prays that God will bring change! 

Video Clip: Bart Prays – from the episode: Bart Gets an F.

Bart starts by admitting that things are pretty hopeless. If he fails his test he is going to get kept back – but he reaches out to God for help and the next day it is snowing so he gets another day to study for his exam. Which he passes!

Many of us have experienced transformation:  Those who have encountered Jesus have received a new identity...

1. From dark to light: God called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9)

2. From death to life: When you were dead in your sins God made you alive with Christ. (Colossians 2:13)

3. From slave to son: You are no longer slaves but God's children and God has made you heirs. (Galatians 4:7) 

4. From sinner to saint: And we are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory. (2 Corinthians 3:18)

5. From human to superhuman: I can do everything through Christ who gives me strength. (Philippians 4:19)

6. From earthly to heavenly: We are aliens and strangers in the world, citizens of heaven. (Philippians 3:20, 1 Peter 2:11)

7. From natural to supernatural: If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

We live in a world where it has become important to recycle, to reduce and to reuse!!!

God recycles – after all he made you out of dust in the first place! 

We live in a world of disposable things but you are not one of them. You are irreplaceable, one of a kind and they will never be another you. You are not disposable. Do not let anyone tell you differently. 

You will never lock eyes with someone who is not loved by God. Bill Hybels 

God loves you! God loves everybody!

God's works to transform society 

By Promoting People to be a Force for Change

The Seven Spheres (mountains) of Society where change is needed. The seven mountains are seven spheres of influence that make up the mind molders that control Nations. He who occupies these mountains controls the harvest. As Satan gains power over these mountains he increases his capacity for “Mind Control.” That’s the spiritual force that inclines whole people groups to think along the same pathway. It is the phenomenon that explains sudden trends in fashion or music. It works to turn whole continents against each other and will be used to facilitate global wars. Mind Control will increase as the Last Days speeds toward a conclusion. Here are the Seven Mountains or Mind Molders: (1) Spirituality and Church, (2) Family, (3) Education, (4) Government and Law, (5) Media and Communication, (6) Arts and Entertainment and (7) Business and Finance.

This is the fifth step in our discipleship track - Influence. 

Which Sphere of Society are YOU Called to Change?

Examples of Biblical Transformers:
Moses – led his people to freedom from captivity
Esther – saved the lives of her people from cetain death
Nehemiah – rebuilt the wall of the city
Paul in Ephesus where idols and witchcraft stuff was burnt. 

Examples of Historical Transformers - John Wesley said, “Give me ten men who hate nothing but sin and love nothing but God and we will Change The World.” 

John Newton – a slave trader who was changed by God who worked with William Wilberforce to bring about the abolition ofslavery.
Nelson Mandela – brought change in South Africa.
Examples of Contemporary Transformers:
Tim Tebow 

Julius Bakunzi – works with homeless folk in the city of Joburg.

Ps David and Caroline Webb – helping orphans get placed into homes.

So transformation happens! But how does it happen? 

In the Bible we learn that transformation happens through renewal of mind (Romans 12:1-2) 

Because of God’s mercy 

Offer your body

As a living sacrifice

Don’t conform to the world

But be transformed 

By renewing your mind.

Watch your thoughts, they become your beliefs. 

Watch your beliefs, they become your words. 

Watch your words, they become your actions. 

Watch your actions, they become your habits. 

Watch your habits, they become your character.

Why is thinking so important? Thoughts become beliefs become words become become actions become habits become character. 

How do you eat an elephant? One bite at a time. 

One bite at a time. 

How do we change society? 

One life at a time! 

One sphere at a time! 

Just one conversation with a person can make a difference and help them move to a new place! 

Here is an old fable: “No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted!” 

Transformed lives transform society!

You can change society

Video: John Mayer – Waiting on the World to Change. This is a great song – but don’t wait for the world to change – go out and change it! Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBIxScJ5rlY&ob=av2e

Mahatma Ghandi once said: Be the change you want to see in the world. 

Video: Watch a young boy bring change! Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGyutkBvN2s 

Next week we will look at the next part of our vision statement: through discipleship in the Word. 

