The Vision Series Week 3
Welcome to week 3 of the Vision series at igniteYOUTH.

Let’s do a little rewind to remember what we covered last Sunday. Two weeks ago we introduced our next vision statement:  We see lives, communities and society transformed through discipleship in the Word, the presence and power of God.

Transformation happens. 

Moses brought transformation by leading the Israelites from captivity to freedom. 

Nelson Mandela transformed South Africa by liberating people who were oppressed. 

Tim Tebow is bringing transformation by bringing his faith in Christ into sport. 

Transformation starts by renewing out minds according to Romans 12:1-2.
How do we change society? 

One life at a time! 

One sphere at a time: Arts and Entertainment, Government, Education, Family, media, Church, Commerce and Science.

Mahatma Ghandi once said: Be the change you want to see in the world. Rather than waiting for the world to change we need to go out and change it! 

Okay, let’s hit PLAY and take it a little further.

This week we will explore the phrase: through discipleship in the Word. 

Transformation is through discipleship. 

The transformation of lives, communities and society happens through discipleship.  What is discipleship? 

A few months ago, the rap artist, P.Diddy, started a reality show to find an assiatant. It was called I Want to Work for Diddy. 

Video: “I Want To Work for Diddy” – a promotional video made by P.Diddy about the show before it was launched. 

Let’s PAUSE for a minute!

Sharing: Turn to the person next to you and ask them: “If you could be an apprentice to anyone in the world who would you choose and why?” 

There was a Disney movie released last year, The Sorcerer’s Apprentice? Here is the trailer in case you have not seen it yet.

Video: Movie Trailer for Sorcerer’s Apprentice 

Balthazar Blake (Nicolas Cage) is a master sorcerer in modern-day Manhattan trying to defend the city from his arch-nemesis, Maxim Horvath (Alfred Molina). Balthazar can't do it alone, so he recruits Dave Stutler (Jay Baruchel), a seemingly average guy who demonstrates hidden potential, as his reluctant protégé. The sorcerer gives his unwilling accomplice a crash course in the art and science of magic, and together, these unlikely partners work to stop the forces of darkness. It'll take all the courage Dave can muster to survive his training, save the city and get the girl as he becomes "The Sorcerer's Apprentice."

Donald Trump has a show called “The Apprentice” where each week one of the possible apprentices are voted off until just one is left.
In fact, Jesus ran the first season of The Apprentice. Here is what those who were chosen as his disiples were getting themselves into: 

(1) He invited people to follow him and learn from him: Come follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. (Mark 1:17) 

(2) He spent time growing them to spiritual maturity: He appointed twelve that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach. (Mark 3:14) 

(3) He sent them out to reach others: Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. (Mark 16:15)

Jesus wants you to work for him, be his apprentice, be his disciple. No matter what you do in life – whether you are at school, work part-time at McDonalds on weekends, or graduate and work at Standard Bank… Jesus wants you to be his apprentice (his disciple or his follower). 

I want to work for Daddy! For Father God
I want to be Jesus’ apprentice!
I want to be the Saviour’s Apprentice!
We make disciples by helping someone: Encounter Jesus as Saviour, 
Connect with other believers, 

Grow to maturity in Jesus 

Reach their friends for Jesus, and 
Influence their world for Jesus. 

Video: Making Disciples – This video is a great example of the disciplemaking process. 

Let’s PAUSE for a minute!

Sharing: Turn to the person next to you and ask them this question: Who are you discipling? 
The next part of our vision statement is: through discipleship in the Word – this is the next part of our vision – that we make disciples with the Word of God – not our own wisdom or ideas, but the Bible!

Sadly the Bible is probably one of the most neglected books in many people’s homes: 

Video: Neglected Bible - Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_AHS6K_xsxQ

But if people only knew how amazing the Bible is...!

There was a movie called The Book of Eli in which Denzel Washington went to extreme lengths to protect the last surviving copy of the Bible. He risked his own life to save it so it could be printed and distributed.

What’s it all about?

I found this cool clip where these 2 guys tell the whole Bible story in less than a minute.

Video: The Bible in a Minute – Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ar_k8JjVWQA

I also found this cool clip where two guys trace a thread through the whole Bible.

Video: The Thread - Get it on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGQrjP9wiOk

I challenge you to pick up the Bible this week...

Paper Version – you can actually read a Bible that is printed on paper. 

YouVersion – there is an online version of the Bible that you can install on your iPhone or any Smartphone. It is at www.youversion.com 

Comic Version – The Action Bible is a great Bible to read if you are into comics. 

Manga Versions – The Manga Bible is a great Bible to read if you are into manga. 

There are no excuses! Just do it!

How do we read it?

1. Just read it! Literally pick it up and read a chapter – that is a GREAT way to start! 

2. Read actively: As you read ask questions about the passage: 

* Is there a Sin to Avoid?

* Is there a Promise to Claim?

* Is there an Example to Follow?

* Is there a Command to Obey?

* Is there a Blessing to Enjoy?
Practise using Psalm 1 
3. Use SOAP. SOAP is a structure for your daily devotions: 

* Scripture – read a passage slowly and look for a thought that you connect with.

* Observation – ask what it means, write it out in your own words.

* Application – ask how it relates to your life and write down your thoughts. 

* Prayer – write out a prayer to God and ask him you help you grow in the truth.

Practise using Psalm 1 

There is another approach to getting into God’s Word (it involves using 4 vertical columns on the page): 

* Column 1 - Write the verse or passage out as it is in the Bible.

* Column 2 – Write the verse or passage out in your own words.

* Column 3 – Write down some “I will…” statements to commit to specific actions.

* Column 4 – Write down some notes about different topics in the passage.
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