The Vision Series Week 4

Bible Reading 1: There was a man who had two sons. (Luke 15:11)
Candle Lighting: Father lights a candle as a symbol of relationship, love and warmth

Bible Reading 2: The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had and set off for a distant country. (Luke 15:11-13)
Meditation: You have lived at this home for years with your father. But lately you have gotten itchy feet. You feel restricted and want to see what the world has to offer. You ask your father for your share of the inheritance – in a way you are wishing that he was dead – and surprisingly he agrees and you pack your bags to leave his presence. No longer will you know the intimacy of his company or the generosity of his presence.
Snuff Out the Candle: Father snuffs out the candle
Remove Shoes: You are leaving home and moving from a Son to a Prodigal
Graffiti Wall: Write/draw things that stop you experiencing the presence of God in your life!
Reflect: Spend time looking at the graffiti wall!
Bible Reading 3: In the distant country he squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. (Luke 15:14-16)
Meditation: Close your eyes and imagine yourself in the distant land where you spend you money on parties, friends and stuff that you father would not exactly be proud of. Before long there is a severe famine in the land. How do you feel when your money runs out and your friends desert you? You wish you could experience the presence of your father but you seem totally cut off from him. You could return home. Home, to shame before your father, to the shame of having to be fed by your brother but are you willing to endure it? Instead you do the unthinkable: you sell yourself to a pig breeder and long to eat pig food. How do you feel?
Bible Reading 4: When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' So he got up and went to his father. (Luke 15:17-20)
Meditation: Finally you have come to your senses. You cannot live like this any longer. You decided to return to your father. You are desperate. Maybe he will take you on as a slave.
Pen Labyrinth: The labyrinth is a walking meditation. It is not like a maze with a choice of turns – it has one path. Walking a labyrinth is a chance to pause, slow down, pray and encounter Father God. As you journey to the centre of the labyrinth, think of things that draw you closer to Father God.

Brainstorm: On the back of the piece of paper, write/draw things that help you experience the presence of God in your life.
Bible Reading 5: But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.‘ But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. (Luke 15:20-24)

Video: The Prodigal Son set to ”Fix You” by Coldplay – Get it online at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxfdChYCKYA 

Meditation: You feel so safe to be in your father’s arms again. Suddenly you remember your prepared speech and you began to say, "Father, I have sinned against you." But your father is not listening. He is too busy telling his servants to bring you sandals, a robe, and a ring. You are given shoes – this means that you father will not let you be a servant – servants walk barefooted while sons wear shoes! A fine robe is placed on you to show that you are a full member of the household. And your father gives you the family ring – do you realize the significance of this? After you wasted half of his life savings, he is entrusting you with the ring that he uses in business transactions? Then you smell the roast beef, and suddenly you are the honored guest at your father's feast. You feel so small, yet so honored; so ashamed, but so happy to be with your father again; so unworthy, but so unconditionally loved.
Receiving from Father: Shoes; Robe; Ring – as a symbolic act put your shoes back on!
Relight the Candle

Prayer: "Father God we thank you that you are always with us and that we can experience your presence all the time!"

Celebration Feast: The Lord’s Supper (Bread and Juice)

Closing Prayer: Heavenly Father, the story of the lost son has challenged us to avoid things that cause us to lose the sense of your presence and to practice those things that help us experience your presence. 

Bible Reading 6: The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ “My son you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.” (Luke 15:28-31)
