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Chapter 1
THE ESSENCE OF WORSHIP
In John 4:23,24 we read that God is looking for worshippers not for workers or just for worship. Do you enjoy worshipping God? Is it your lifes obsession to worship your creator? It should be, because the reason we exist is to worship God. We have been:

* Created to Worship God ‑ Isaiah 43:7

* Chosen to Worship God ‑ 1 Peter 2:9

* Called to Worship God ‑ Psalm 95:6

* Commanded to Worship God ‑ Rev 14:6,7

The Westminister Chatechism asks, What is the chief end of man? And answers, Mans chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. In Ps 149:2‑4 we learn that worship is Gods enjoyment of us and our enjoyment of Him. 

1. DEFINITION OF WORSHIP

In some ways worship defies definition, it can only be experienced. But, like every experience in life, we need to give it a definition.

A. THE ENGLISH WORD

Comes from the Anglo‑Saxon word Weorthscipe, ie. worth ship. Its a recognition of, and a response to the worth of God. When we value the worth of someone we usually do something to demonstrate their worth [Psalm 96:8].

B. THE BIBLICAL WORDS

The words used in the Bible for worship reveal the meaning of worship. 

(1) O/T Hebrew words 

(a) SHACHAH ‑ To bow down, Prostrate 

(b) ABODAH ‑ To serve a superior. 

(2) N/T Greek words 

(a) PROSKUNEO ‑ To come forward to kiss the hand, as an act of adoration.

(b) LEITOURGIA ‑ To serve.

A study of these words show that worship has a dual aspect:

(1) An ATTITUDE of the heart 

(2) ACTIONS of service

Worship is the dramatic celebration of God in his supreme worth in such a manner that His worthinessbecomes the norm and inspiration of human living. (Ralph Martin)

Worship is two lovers responding to each other. It involves:

(1) Undivided attention ‑ Aware of each others presence, focusing on each other 

(2) Expressing feelings ‑ I love you; I love being with you, youre perfect
(3) Expression of Commitment ‑ Ill love you forever; Ill care for you 

(4) Actions that express love ‑ Kiss, hug, holding hands, sex [marriage]

Someone has said that, Worship is becoming aware of God’s presence and responding to His presence with verbal or active expressions of love and devotion.

From Isaiah 6:1‑8, a passage called a classical example of worship, where Isaiah was transported into the presence of God, we discover that worship is:

(1) Revelation v1‑4 ‑ God reveals Himself/Isaiah became aware of his presence.

(2) Response v5‑8 ‑ Isaiah responds to the presence of God.

If we conclude our discussion on the definition of worship with the following understanding of the essence of worship, Worship is becoming aware of Gods presence and responding to His Presence, then it follows that we need to understand more clearly the presence of God.

A. THE PRESENCE IN THE BIBLE

The Presence of God is one of the Bibles most foundational truths. If we could only get to know, to sense and relate to the God who is present within us every moment of every day, our worship would be revolutionised. 

(1) Creation

The Scriptures open up with God present in the beginning, as the Creator of the world [Gen 1:1]. This Creator God is preparing a place in which to place His created masterpiece, Man. Once the process was complete we read of how God walked in the garden with Adam and Eve [Gen 2:28]. Man, made in the image of God, heard God say, Now, live in my presence and worship me ‑ for that is your chief end. Increase and fill the world with worshippers.
(2) Gods Name

In the Second Book of the Bible we read of the God who appeared to Moses and revealed His name as, Yahweh [Ex 3:11‑15], from the verb to be ‑ describing God as the God who is present, living among his people [Num 35:34].

The people of Israel knew that God was present by the symbols of the pillar of cloud by day, the Pillar of fire by night, [Ex 13:21] and the Glory of God that filled the tabernacle [Ex 40:34]. 

(3) Localised 

This God who was present chose to identify His presence with specific places. God Manifested his

presence in:

* The Mosaic Tabernacle ‑ Exodus 25:8,22; 40:34 

* The City of Jerusalem ‑ Deut 12:4‑7; 2 Chron 6:5,6 

* The Temple of Solomon ‑ 2 Chron 5:1; 6:1,2 

(4) Universal 

The local manifestation of Gods Presence did not mean that God was only in one place at any given time. We speak of God as omnipresent ‑ all of God is everywhere present all of the time. [See Ps 41:12; Jer 23:23,24]. In Ps 139:7‑11 we read of the joy and security that comes when the believer knows that God is present, while in Amos 9:1‑4 we read of the unbelievers terror and inability to hide from the God present to judge. 

(5) Promised

Throughout the Old Testament we read this promise of God, I will be with you [Gen 26:3; Dt 31:23; Josh 1:5,9; 1 Kings 11:38; Isaiah 43:1,2,5; etc]. The God who is present has promised to be with His people. 

(6) The Word 

The Hebrew word means literally, Before the face or under the eyes of. When someones gaze is fixed on another person they are in each others presence. So we have a God whose face is turned towards His people. Our God is present in the sense of looking on to be actively involved.

The presence of God is a key concept in Old Testament. Through Creation and by His very Name we meet the God who is present. While God is Universal He chose to localise His presence ‑ in the tabernacle, temple and Jerusalem ‑ to teach people how to relate to Him ‑ yet He lived with His people wherever they were or went.

(7) In the Gospels 

The Gospel of Matthew presents Jesus as the King who is God present with Man. Matthew begins with Jesus birth where Jesus is presented as Emmanuel, which means God with us [1:23]. In the middle of his book he recalls Jesus words, Where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them [18:20]. He concludes his gospel with the Great Commission and Jesus words, And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age [28:20]. John in his gospel introduces Jesus as the Word, who is God [1:1], that became flesh [1:14], who is the only begotten God [1:14] and who reveals the Father [1:18]. For John, the presence of God is clearly revealed in Jesus as he often speaks of the Glory connected with Jesus, reminding his readers of the Glory of God that was revealed in the Old Testament temple [1:14; 2:11; 11:40; 12:41; 17:1‑24]. 

(8) In the Believer 

Jesus introduced the concept of God living in man. He said, If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with Him [John 14:15‑18]. God lives in the believer ‑ who is referred to as the temple of God [1 Cor 6:19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you].

(9) In the Church 

While the individual is called a temple in the New Testament, the church is also spoken of as the Temple of God [2 Cor 6:16 For we are the temple of the living God]. Paul says that Gods people are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit [Ephesians 2:22].

Gods presence in the New Testament was manifested in the Lord Jesus. God has taken up permanent permanent residence within the life of the believer and the church universal is the temple of God.

B. THE PROBLEM OF UNAWARENESS

But why does the reality of God Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth, living in us, not set us on fire as it should? The problem is that we are unaware of the presence of God. As Christians we tend to live underneath the radar. We are unaware that God is always with us. 

(1) Why are we unaware of Gods Presence? 

(a) God is invisible ‑ We dont usually perceive God with our 5 senses.

(b) God is crowded out ‑ Hectic and busy lives make us neglect Him.

(c) We do not discipline ourselves to think of God.

(2) Biblical examples of being unaware 

(a) Jacob ‑ Gen 28:10‑17

(b) Emmaus disciples ‑ Luke 24:13‑16, 30,31 

(c) Jesus disciples ‑ John 21:4,7

C. PRAISE: TUNING INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

The solution to this lack of awareness of the presence of God lies in tuning into the presence of God. If we can learn to be aware of Gods presence, learn to relate to the God who is always with us then worship will become a life‑style, life would be bearable at all times and a godliness of life would be within grasp. 

David, the Psalmist learnt to practise the presence of God. We read these words of David in Psalms 16:8, I have set the LORD always before me. It says literally, I keep the Lord continuously in prominence. Again in Psalm 63:1‑8 when David was out in the wilderness, far from the temple, he worshipped the God who was present. He had a spontaneous relationship with God because he was continually aware of the presence of God.

We need to practise the presence of God. How? 

* Remind yourself of the reality of Gods presence

* Decide to talk to God continuously

* When you forget God is with you ‑ confess and continue with Him

* Do everything ‑ even common tasks ‑ for the Lord [Col 3:17,23]

* Take control of your senses let them direct your mind to God

* Make it your aim to experience God at all times

Praise is the word used to describe the act of confessing the attributes of a person. When we rehearse in Gods presence the greatness of His being we begin to sense that he is indeed present! 

D. WORSHIP: RESPONSE TO THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

When we are aware that God is truly present we are able to move from praise into the expression of worship. It is vital that we are aware of His presence because worship is not done from far off, it is the personal response from our hearts to the presence of God.

The Difference between Praise and Worship:

Praise is an expression of what God has done [Ps 28:6]

Worship is a response to who God is [Ps 29:2]

Praise is tuning into Gods presence [Psalm 95:1‑5]

Worship is responding to Gods presence [Psalm 95:6‑7]

2. DESCRIPTION OF WORSHIP

A. CELEBRATION

Psalm 145:3‑7. Reveals that in worship we celebrate the mighty acts of God as we joyfully recount His dealings with us.

B. LIFE‑STYLE

Acts 4:13. Gods presence has an effect on our lives. Weve been called to offer our lives as living sacrifices (Rom 12:1). Hebrews 13:15,16 shows that our worship includes: Thankful praise a sacrifice of praise, Unashamed witness the fruit of lips that confess His name, Compassionate service ‑ do not forget to do good, Generous giving to share with others.
If we are not worshipping through the week with our lips and our lives it is hardly likely that we will worship on Sunday in church. God is looking for worshippers who will be sold out to a life‑style of praise and worship.

C. RESPONSE 

Isaiah 6:5f. Worship is a response to Gods Presence and presents [Rev 5:9‑10] In worship we respond in gratitude to God for who He is and what Hes done.

D. DIALOGUE 

Two way communication between God and man. God speaks to us and we respond by speaking to Him. In fact worship is Trilogue because in worship: (1) We minister worship to God [ADORATION] - Thanksgiving; Praise and Worship. (2) God ministers to us [ADMONITION] - Word, Witness of the Spirit. (3) We minister to each other [AFFIRMATION] - Sharing; Prayer.

Colossians 3:16 shows these three dimensions: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom and as you sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.
E. PARTICIPATION 

Worship is not a spectator sport. It involves the active celebration of God by the participants. In worship God is the Audience, the people are the Actors and the leader is the Prompter.


Chapter 2

THE EXPERIENCE OF WORSHIP
1. A PICTURE OF THE WORSHIP EXPERIENCE

A. THE DRAMA OF WORSHIP

The Danish philosopher, Kiekegaard, compared worship to a dramatic production. In worship, it often seems as though the worship leader is the actor and God is the prompter, whispering in his ear, telling him what to do next. The congregation listens and, at the end, they applaud if they like the way hes led worship, or throw things, ie. grumble or complain if they dont. But Kiekegaard said thats all back to front. For in reality, God is the audience, the congregation are the actors and the person leading worship is the prompter, simply keeping the production going. So when we come together to worship, we come wanting to please God alone, offering to him the very best.

B. THE DIMENSIONS OF WORSHIP

Col 3:16, Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.
There are three dimensions in which our worship services minister:

(1) The vertical aspect of worship ‑ the worshipper communicates with the Lord

Why devote so much time and energy to worship?

* To minister to the Lord 

The most important reason for worship is to bless and glorify God. The question to ask after a service is, Was God pleased with our sacrifice of praise? and not, Did we enjoy the time of worship?
* To realise the manifest presence of God in our midst

There are different degrees to which God manifests his presence. [See Matthew 18:20; Psalm 22:3; 2 Chron 5:13,14; Exodus 33:14‑16]

* To provide an opportunity for Gods power to be released in His church

Luke 5:17 shows that in the presence of God the power of God is revealed. Worship gives God, in his sovereign will an atmosphere of freedom to work, and it prepares people to become recipients of Gods blessing.

* To provide an atmosphere for the gifts of the Spirit to be manifested

It is usually only after worship that the spiritual ministries begin to operate. It is not that God is unwilling to speak prophetically to His people at the beginning of the service, but we are not usually ready to minister in the gifts of the Spirit. 

* To open up channels of communication between us and God

The worship service is an opportunity to confess sins, open our hearts to the Lord and receive cleansing and renewal from God.

(2) The horizontal aspect of worship ‑ the worshipper communicates with others 

The following interpersonal dynamics of worship are highly significant:

* The feeling of unity within a body of believers is enhanced

Observing a fellow believer committed to worshipping the Lord with all his heart is an experience that produces a sense of unity and affinity. A Church that worships with all their heart, soul, mind and strength is moving ahead for God with an extraordinary sense of unity.

* The opportunity to confess and profess faith before others

Confessing the name of the Lord in the service increases our boldness and faith to declare his name before unbelievers. As we lift up our voice in the congregation the Lord will increase our ability to vocalise our faith before unbelievers.

* The declaration of the glory of God before unbelievers

The unsaved do visit church services and it is an excellent opportunity for them to see the reality of the glory of the Lord. Psalm 108:3 shows that it is clearly not Gods intention for His praises to be confined to the ears of believers. When God manifests His presence in the midst of His people, unbelievers will be apprehended by the convicting power of the Holy Spirit and drawn to the Lord. As people experience the reality of God they are drawn to Him!

* The creation of a platform for the sermon and rest of service

Praise ploughs the soil of our hearts so that we are prepared to have the seed of the Word of God implanted. Hearers are more open to hear the Word of God after a time of praise and worship than before.

(3) The inward aspect of worship ‑ the worshipper is personally affected

The ways in which the worshipper is changed within include:

* A release into an uninhibited expression of praise and worship

One of the goals of worship is to see introverted worshippers released in their expression of love and adoration to the Lord. We should strive according to Matthew 6:10 to see worship on earth as it is in heaven, where it is free of any pride, inhibition, sophistication or pompous dignity. We can discover some of that freedom even in this life.

* A reinforcing of spiritual truth within the individual

Worship is a time to teach and reinforce spiritual truth according to Col 3:16. As we sing scripture we are memorising the Word of God. The songs rich in theological and doctrinal meaning help to build us up.

* A means to express heart‑felt attitudes often difficult to express

The songs becomes a meaningful expression from our hearts to the Lord as we echo the words of the great song‑writers of this age and past ages.

* A birthing of a heart for holiness within the individual

Psalm 115:4‑8 teaches that we become like that which we worship. As we worship the Lord we are changed into His likeness [2 Cor 3:18]. We have the promise from 1 John 3:2 that when we see the lord we will be like Him ‑ when, in worship we catch a vision of the Lord like Isaiah, Daniel and John, we will become like Him! As we draw close to the all‑holy God we will inevitable be changed into His likeness.

* A life of worship is inspired in each believer

In 1 Chronicles 9:33 we read that the Levitical singers ministered before the Lord twenty‑four hours a day. For us, New Testament Levites, this is the pattern. We are called to continually offer up the sacrifice of praise [Heb 13:15].

SUMMARY 

A final purpose of worship is that through worship God is preparing us for the new things that he is wanting to do. Psalm 50:23 says, He who sacrifices thank offerings honours me, and he prepares the way so that I may show him the salvation of God. Worship softens our hearts and sensitises us to the Holy Spirit. We need to be attuned to the gentle promptings of the Spirit in order to follow Him ‑ worship fine‑tunes our heart to the Lord. Our Aim is to be worshippers. Our Goal is to minister to the Lord and to one another, to experience His glorious presence and to remain sensitised to His voice.

2. A PATTERN FOR THE WORSHIP EXPERIENCE

Isaiah 6 is a classic experience of worship. Under Uzziah, Judah experienced prosperity second only to Solomon. As young Isaiah experienced this rapid development under Uzziah, his vision became distorted as the image of the natural kingdom he dwelt in took pre‑eminence.

To adequately follow Christ into the depths of Gods presence, any earthly (false) images of your worship must die! When our earthly images and idols die, God will come in and re‑focus our heavenly vision as we are led into His presence through worship.

God revealed Himself as sitting on a throne (the true king), high and lifted up (in our worship). As Isaiah set his focus on God, he received a visual experience of Gods glory, ushered in by the presence of the Seraphim. Isaiah had been projecting less that the image of Gods perfection and he felt convicted.

The response from our heart to the holiness of God is met with the inflow of cleansing and renewing power.

This experience of Isaiahs gives us a pattern for our encounter with God.

A. REVELATION [v1]

B. PRAISE AND ADORATION [v2]

C. CONFESSION [v5]

D. FORGIVENESS [v6,7]

E. PROCLAMATION [8a]

F. DEDICATION [v8b]

G. COMMISSION [v9a]

3. A PLEA FOR EXPECTANCY IN WORSHIP

Think for a moment about what you expect God to do when you worship Him? If the pattern for worship suggested by Kiekegaard is accurate and we take one aspect a step further ‑ the part where the audience responds at the end by applause, hissing, throwing things, etc. ‑ then what should our expectation be for God, the audience of our worship, to respond? We do not mean that we are in a position to demand from God, but simply, in faith, to expect that He will respond to our Worship. We do not worship to get a response ‑ worship is not an open sesame, but can be assured that when we truly worship, God will, according to his sovereignty, respond.

The following are Biblical examples of what we can expect of God:

A. GOD LISTENS ACTIVELY ‑ Jeremiah 33:3

B. GOD CHANGES LIVES

Transformation‑2 Cor 3:18 

Conviction ‑ Isaiah 6:5

Purification ‑ Isaiah 6:7

Commission ‑ Isaiah 6:8

Reconciliation - Matt 5:23f 

C. GOD CHANGES SITUATIONS‑ Psalm 149:6‑9

D. GOD MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN ‑ Matt 28:17‑19; Acts 2:11; 13:2‑5

E. GOD MAKES HIS PLANS KNOWN ‑ Josh 5:13‑14

F. GOD BREAKS SPIRITUAL BONDAGE ‑ 1 Sam 16:14‑23

G. GOD BREAKS PHYSICAL BONDAGE ‑ Jonah 2:9 

H. GOD MAKES HIS PRESENCE CLEAR ‑ 2 Chr 5:13f

Chapter 3
THE ELEMENTS OF WORSHIP
In worship, our response to God, we express the following attitudes:

* Adoration‑expressed in Praise

* Gratitude‑expressed in Thanksgiving

* Repentance ‑expressed in Confession

* Neediness‑expressed in Dependence

* Submission ‑expressed in Surrender

* Commitment ‑expressed in Obedience

The elements of worship are the means by which these attitudes are expressed.

1. WORSHIP ELEMENTS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH

The New Testament gives us just one example of what appears to be a full worship service: What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church [1 Cor 14:26]. But even here not all the possible elements are included. This passage does, however, stress the purpose behind the use of elements, ie. the strengthening of the body, and it stresses the importance of participation in worship, everyone has a... 

Scattered throughout the epistles the following elements are found:

* Scripture Readings ‑ 1 Tim 4:13; Col 4:16; 1 Thess 5:27

* Instruction, Preaching and Edification ‑ 1 Tim 4:13; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 14:26

* Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual Songs ‑ Eph 5:19; Col 3:16; 1 Cor 14:2

* Prayer ‑ Acts 2:42; 1 Tim 2:1,2 

* Responsive sayings, Amen, Maranatha, etc ‑ 1 Cor 14:16; 16:22; Rom 10:9

* Offering ‑ 1 Cor 16:1,2

* Physical Actions ‑ Raising hands [1 Tim 2:8] Holy Kiss [Rom 16:16]

* Physical Prostration ‑ 1 Cor 14:25

* Breaking of Bread ‑ Rom 16:16; 1 Cor 11:20f; 1 Thess 5:26; 1 Pet 5:14

* Exhortation and Encouragement ‑ Heb 3:13;10:24

* Open Confession ‑ of sin [James 5:16]; of faith [Rom 10:9; 1 Tim 6:12]

* Dedication and Commitment ‑ Acts 2:37f

* Benedictions and Doxologies ‑ 1 Cor 1:3; 16:23; Eph 1:3

* Prophecy, Revelation and Discernment ‑ 1 Cor 14:6; 12:10

* Tongues and Interpretation ‑ 1 Cor 14:23

* Healing ‑ 1 Cor 12:9, 28, 30

2. WORSHIP ELEMENTS IN THE EARLY CHURCHES

In Clements personal letter to the church of Corinth, written about A.D. 96, there are a number of exhortations concerning various worship elements:

* Read and Revere the Word of God

* Repent and Confess sins

* Show humility before Gods majesty

* Proclaim the Word of God

* Acknowledge the Holy Spirit in their presence

* Give offerings for the support of workers

* Prayer

The first full worship outline is found in Justin Martyrs Apology [dated 140 A.D.]: And on the day called Sunday there is a meeting in one place of those who live in the city or the country, the memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read as long as time permits. When the reader has finished, the president in a discourse urges and invites [us] to the imitation of these noble things. Then we all stand together and offer prayers. And, as said before, when we have finished the prayer, bread is brought and wine and water, and the president similarly sends up prayers and thanksgivings to the best of his ability, and the congregation assents, saying the Amen; the distribution, and the reception of the consecrated elements by each one, takes place and they are sent to the absent by the deacons
This worship service included the following elements: 

* Reading and Proclamation

* Congregational Prayer

* The Lords Supper

* Prayer and Thanksgiving

* The Amen

* Offering

3. WORSHIP ELEMENTS THROUGH THE AGES

A swing from a relatively free form of worship to a rigid ritualism and fixed liturgy occurred during the third and fourth centuries. Medieval worship was a reversal to the Old Testament priestly system, with certain customs of the mystery and pagan religions added. In the fifteenth century with the reformation came a reaction against the medieval form of worship. After the reformation the non‑ conformist churches discarded fixed liturgy and adopted a style of worship that emphasised the spirit rather than the form. Their services included preaching, active participation, singing of hymns and the observance of only two ordinances. Contemporary worship over the past century has stressed spontaneity, experience and subjective involvement. 

4. WORSHIP ELEMENTS TODAY

A list of elements, by no means exhaustive, follows: 

* Music and Singing

* Prayer ‑ adoration, thanksgiving, confession, supplication, intercession

* Scripture ‑ reading, praying, meditating, preaching, sharing

* Baptism and the Lords Supper

* Call to Worship

* Offering of Gifts

* Affirmation of Faith

* Receiving New Members

* Congregational responses, ie. Amen, Maranatha, Jesus is Lord

* The Miscellaneous Period: notices, welcome, etc

* Symbols ‑ Architecture, cross, Bible, pulpit, baptismal pool, Lords table, visual arts

* Silence

* Actions ‑ standing, clapping, shouting, raising hands, kneeling, bowing

Chapter 4
THE MINISTRY OF WORSHIP LEADER
1. THE NEED FOR A WORSHIP LEADER

While every situation may not demand the presence of a worship leader, ie. a small gathering, or informal home meeting, a large gathering necessitates the role of a worship leader. The following are the benefits:

A. CONGREGATION UNITY 

Strong leadership is essential for maintaining unity within a group. The worship leader plans the whole service and the songs and other elements will flow according to his central theme ‑ the result is focus and direction in the worship.

B. RHYTHMIC UNITY 

A worship leader unites the congregation and the musicians in a steady and consistent rhythm. His role is to determine and maintain the correct rhythm. When songs flow from one to the other he needs to set the new tempo. It seems clear that the role of the worship leader is essential in worship. 

2. THE LEADERS QUALIFICATIONS 

Here are a list of qualifications that should serve as a guideline in appointing worship leaders or qualities for the worship leaders to continually strive to reveal in their lives: 

* A worshipper ‑ a daily submission to the Lordship of Christ

* A deep and proven spiritual walk

* A knowledge of the church worship style and songs

* An acceptable level of musical ability ‑ Psalm 33:3 Play skilfully
* A good reputation in the fellowship

* Able to function as part of a team

* A proper attitude to the church leadership

* A commitment to the position

* An enthusiastic and friendly personality

The Worship Leaders Responsibilities Include: 

* Direct the worship ‑ He sets the course and pace. 

* Set an example ‑ He shows the way, not points. 

* Correct ‑ He keeps attention focused on God. 

* Prepare ‑ The theme, songs, scripture, O/Head, etc.

3. THE LEADERS PREPARATION

Preparation for the worship leader is both long‑term and short‑term: some are on‑going and others take place prior to every service. It is more than making up a list of songs for the Sunday Service.

A. SPIRITUAL PREPARATION THROUGHOUT THE WEEK

A regular and disciplined prayer and study life. Ministry to God comes before ministry to people. If we are far from the Lord in the week we will not be able to lead people into a sense of Gods Presence during the service.

B. SPIRITUAL TUNING BEFORE THE WORSHIP SERVICE

Set aside a time on Saturday Night or Sunday Morning to draw close to the Lord. There is no time to tune into the Lord once we are standing before the people. It is essential that there is no hurrying before the service ‑ make a commitment to be at the venue long before the start of the service.

C. VOCAL TUNING BEFORE THE WORSHIP SERVICE 

That early morning frog in the throat must be exorcised before you stand in front of the people. Warm up the vocal chords by singing a few choruses in a low key and gradually get higher, or do singing vocal exercises, if you know how!

D. DETERMINE THE MESSAGE TO BE DELIVERED 

In the week check with the preacher to determine the passage of scripture and the burden God has laid on his heart to preach. This information could help in the selection of a theme.

E. INFORM THE MUSICIANS OF SONGS SELECTED 

Call the necessary people to hand over the list of songs to be practised. Do not arrive on Sunday morning with a list of 5 Hymns that you expect the band to play. Make sure they have ample time to practise during the week.

F. PRACTICAL DETAILS TO PREPARE 

The following will ensure confidence and efficiency in leading worship: 

* Have Information Available at a Glance ‑ Outline, Song Nos, etc.

* Ensure all Equipment is Ready ‑ ie. Overhead, sound system, etc.

* Check on and Read through Scripture References

* Gather Notices and Ensure you Understand them

* Make sure Participants understand their Roles 

Remember these words of Charles Spurgeon, The man who guides others into the presence of the King must have journeyed far into the Kings country and looked upon his face.
Chapter 5
THE MINISTRY TEAM IN WORSHIP
The ministry team in worship is comprised of the following: the Worship leader; the Pastor/leadership; the Musicians/Singers; the Congregation; the Overhead operator, the Sound engineer, etc.

1. THE REWARDS OF TEAM MINISTRY

A. SAFETY AND HELP

The team is a support to the worship leader. Often we are not sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit, and we need the back up of others who are tuned into the Lord. A one man show will not bring about an effective ministry within the body of Christ.

B. POWER AND UNITY

One leader may have a good ministry in worship, but the effectiveness of that ministry will be multiplied and enhanced through the joint efforts of a team functioning in unity under that leadership. We need more than leaders with a unique anointing on their lives: we need those leaders to be supported by a team in order that the effectiveness of their ministry might increase.

C. GROWTH AND MATURITY 

The team exists to raise up new members or worship leaders. It is a spiritual greenhouse where new leadership is given a safe and healthy context to grow and mature. 

2. THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH LEADERSHIP

A. PROVIDE OVERSIGHT, VISION AND MOTIVATION 

Since the pastor is the one ultimately responsible to God for Church affairs, the worship team comes under his pastoral oversight. He must provide the group with vision and motivation. While the pastor may not be involved in the nitty‑gritty operations of the team, he provides the guiding force for the team as a whole.

B. PROVIDE A MODEL OF WORSHIP FOR THE PEOPLE TO FOLLOW 

The Pastor needs to be a worshipping man, because a worshipping pastor will birth a worshipping church! The congregation will watch the pastor to determine whether he supports the direction in which the worship leader is moving. By his responsiveness to the Lord during the worship he can do more to influence the congregation than the musicians, singers or worship leader combined. The time of worship is not an opportunity for the pastor to be checking if Sister So‑and‑So made it to church, or catching up on reading his sermon notes nor discussing the order of service with his associates on stage. It is a time for him to be worshipping the Lord together with the people.

C. PROVIDE THE ENCOURAGEMENT THE TEAM NEEDS

The pastor supports the ministry by giving public support and encouragement to those involved. He needs to affirm those who minister in worship and music, continually showing appreciation and understanding.

3. THE ROLE OF THE WORSHIP LEADER

There are three views of the goal of leadership in worship:

A. Historical Church Traditionalism...to see aesthetics in its order, architecture and music.

B. Evangelical Traditionalism...to prepare the audience to hear the saving power of Gods Word.

C. Pentecostal Traditionalism...to respond spontaneously to the promptings of the Holy Spirit.

Each has an element of truth but the pursuit of one will exclude the others.

The Goal of the Worship Leader is to bring the congregation into a corporate awareness of Gods manifest presence

PRINCIPLES OF LEADING WORSHIP

1. Spend time before the service in Prayer and preparation. Obey the leading of the Spirit. Ask the

leadership how long they desire to worship.

2. Be relaxed, smile, dress properly and show genuine enthusiasm. Inspire the people to take

their minds off themselves and centre their thoughts on Christ. 

3. Announce songs clearly. Repeat location. Know the key and use the mike to help lead when changing choruses without stopping. Remember, what you do, they will do. 

4. Dont be a choppy leader (fast, slow, fast). Several songs with the same theme, key and tempo will move the people into unity and true worship. Unless the Lord directs otherwise, start the service with faster songs, then move into slower worship songs. 

5. Dont make people stand unnecessarily long. Alternate sitting, standing, kneeling as expressions of worship. 

6. Dont scold the people. Inspire by exhortation, as the Lord directs, but dont preach between songs or fill up the gaps with idle words. 

7. After intense worship ‑ wait ‑ dont move too fast ‑ silence is not harmful. Let God minister to his people. 

8. Know when to quit. The best time is at the spiritual peak of the service. Silently step back from the pulpit, yielding it for the next leader. 

9. Remember, obey the Spirit. Every service is different!

4. THE ROLE OF THE MUSICIANS

The Bible gives a clear pattern for team ministry. The musicians have a key function in helping the church follow the overall Biblical pattern, so that it accomplishes its spiritual goals.

Gods pattern for choosing leaders is based on the proving principle found in 1 Thess 5:12; 1 Tim 3:10 and 1 Thess 5:21. Choice is made on the basis of the candidates track record. Are they faithful in attendance? Do they have a surrendered life and a servant spirit? Are they sensitive to the voice of God? 

Character and life‑style are more important than skill and ability. As their position entails being placed before the people they are vulnerable to pride and the praise of men. Those in supportive music ministry must die daily to the flesh and wait submissively on God to determine His will and direction.

Gods standards for musicians are clear, even regarding their musical ability.

There are minimal standards for the worshipping orchestra. They must: 

* Be a worshipper

* Be a worshipper on their instrument

* Have a heart for God and a consistent life‑style

* Have a desire and a divine calling to lead others into worship

* Be recognised by the leadership as being called of God

* Be joined to the local body before taking on a public ministry

* Pass the test of basic musical proficiency

5. THE ROLE OF THE WORSHIPPERS

The scriptural principle of following comes from the words of Christ, Follow me. The word follow from the Greek akalouthos, means one going in the same way. There is incredible potential in worship when people begin to go in the same way. Of utmost importance in worship is a submissive attitude in the heart of the worshipper to follow the appointed worship leader for that particular worship service.

Gods response to the obedient worshipper is the personal manifestation of His presence [John 14:21]. The worshipper needs a heart that longs to follow Christ and a will that co‑operatively submits to local church leadership.

Another word for follow in the Greek is mimeomai, which is where we get the word mimic from. We are exhorted to imitate God and His appointed leaders [Eph 5:1; 1 Cor 11:1]. We begin to enter Gods presence by trusting the gift of God in the appointed leader for that service and imitating his actions and directives. 

Looking at Isaiah 6 it is clear that a major focal point for worshipper rests in the ability to embrace an image of God birthed in revelatory worship. As the worship leader waits on the Lord to launch Gods people into a vision of God the congregation must follow faithfully anticipating a manifestation of Gods presence in his midst. Isaiah encountered such an experience in worship that transformed his vision, brought conviction and repentance to release him into further service as a response.

6. THE RELATIONSHIPS IN THE TEAM

It is essential that there is unity between the worship leader and the rest of the ministry team. An effective worship leader will be particularly sensitive to the senior pastor and the direction God is giving him. Worship leading is not the place for the person who is independent and wanting to do his own thing. In Psalm 133 we are told that unity and the anointing are interdependent; where his people are in unity, God commands His blessing.

Three ingredients are vital to enhance the relationships in the team:

A. RESPECT 

Through mutual respect a strong bond of interdependence can be established. If the spirituality and sensitivity of the worship leader is doubted he should not have been appointed to the position. If the pastor does not respect the leader hell continually interrupt, veto or pre‑empt the leaders desires and methods. If the leader does not respect the pastor he will have difficulty working in line with the leaderships direction.

B. CONSIDERATION

The pastor will gain nothing by running roughshod over the leader. When it is necessary for the pastor to step into the worship, the leader of worship should not allow himself to have hurt feelings or embark on a pity party. Usually differences of approach between pastor and leader are a matter of personal preference and not spiritual superiority. If they have different ideas about the direction that a service should take, each should have consideration for the other.

C. COMMUNICATION

Amos 3:3 says, Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so? There is nothing that will cause a relationship to break down as quickly as a break down in communication. Honest, loving communication will resolve differences. The pastor should ask questions of the worship leader, such as: How do you feel about our worship lately? or Have you been enjoying leading worship? or How do you think we have been working together? and Are you fulfilled in your ministry? 

Chapter 6
THE MINISTRY OF WORSHIP
1. THEMES IN WORSHIP

A central theme should run throughout the worship service. This will determine the choice of elements for the worship. The worship leader does not set out to gather as much material, songs, etc on his theme as possible, but rather seeks to encourage meaningful fellowship with God through the use of appropriate material. A theme is more than a title. A title is descriptive, but a theme presents a principle and intimates a purpose. The theme provides the path of thought down which the participants move to the climax of the service.

The theme may grow out of a need within the congregation: 

* To express dependence on God

* To confess sin

* To intercede for the mission of the church

* To pray for guidance in decision making

Themes may also arise from special events or days in the life of the body or from the subject of the preaching, but in all these instances, the theme should flow from scripture. The choice of a passage of scripture as a starting point is essential for biblical worship.

2. OUTLINES FOR WORSHIP

To develop the theme make use of an outline. This will ensure that the worship service has a sense of direction and purpose. The outline will reflect the structure that the service will assume.

A. DEVELOPING A PATTERN

We have mentioned Isaiah 6 as a pattern for worship. 

Von Ogden Vogt suggests the following pattern:

* Presentation ‑ a vision of God as one offers himself for worship

* Penitence ‑ a sense of humility on the divine presence bringing confession

* Exaltation ‑ expressing in praise the person and works of God

* Illumination ‑ the soul receives light before continuing on the path of life

* Dedication ‑ the soul enlists for further service

Seidenspinner speaks of three movements in worship:

* Adoration of God

* Communion with God

* Dedication to God

The Vineyard Fellowship has discovered a five‑Phase worship pattern for guiding their worship service.

(1) Invitation - This is a call to worship. The songs used in this stage address the people and draw their attention to worship. This may include a mixture of Scripture readings and singing.

(2) Engagement - At this stage the people are beginning to draw near to God. The lyrics of the songs should speak about God. This is the Praise stage.

(3) Exaltation - Here the people sing out with power in response to key words in songs. Words such as great, majestic, worthy, reigns, Lord, etc. 

(4) Adoration - The dynamics gradually subside and the melody has a smaller range. The key words are you and Jesus. 

(5) Intimacy - This is the quietest and most personal part of the service. It is where we address God as Abba or Daddy. This is the Kiss in worship ‑ the greek word for worship [proskuneo] means to come towards to kiss.
It all ends with the close‑out chorus or hymn that leads out of intimacy and prepares for the next stage in the service.

B. DEVELOPING AN OUTLINE 

The task of the worship leader in selecting an outline is similar to the task of the preacher. A theme or text should be selected according to the direction the service is to take, and the text should be analysed to determine its message, natural outline, and its flow of thought.

C. SELECTING AN OUTLINE

As a guideline the following list of outlines are presented. They may be used, adapted or serve as examples in the selection of a text to be developed.

(1) PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING ‑ 1 CHRON 29

(A) CALL TO WORSHIP 

(B) OFFERING ‑vs 1‑9

(C) GIVE THANKS‑vs 10‑13

(D) CONFESSION ‑vs 14‑16 

(E) PRAYER ‑vs 17‑19

(F) WORSHIP‑vs 20

(2) GOD IS EXALTED ON HIGH ‑ ISAIAH 6:1‑9

(A) PRAISE THE EXALTED GOD‑vs 1‑4

(B) WORSHIP THE EXALTED GOD ‑vs 5‑7

 PRAYER: Confession and Worship to the Exalted God

(C) SERVE THE EXALTED GOD ‑vs 8‑9

(3) CHILDREN OF GOD ‑ MATT 5 & 6

PRAISE: For our relationship to God

READING: Matthew 5:43‑48

SHARE: What it means to be in Gods family

WORSHIP: The God we are related to

THE FAMILY PRAYER: Matthew 6:9‑13

Give each person/couple/group a section to pray through

(4) LAMENTATIONS 3:19‑24

(A) REMEMBER PAST DIFFICULTIES‑vs 19,20

(B) RECALL PRESENT MERCIES‑vs 22‑24

(C) RECEIVE FUTURE HOPE ‑vs 21

(5) JESUS, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

READ: JOHN 8:12 Worship Jesus the Light of the World

SONGS: about Jesus the Light

READ: JOHN 9:1‑7 The Light gives sight to a man born blind

PRAYER: for light to bring guidance, clarity, insight, comfort, etc. 

READ: JOHN 12:35,36 

PRAYER: To express love and devotion to the light of the world

(6) LOVE ‑ 1 JOHN 4

(A) WE CELEBRATE THE LOVE OF GOD ‑ 4:9‑10

(B) WE EXPRESS OUR LOVE TO GOD ‑ 4:19

PRAYER: To express love and devotion to God

(C) WE EXPRESS OUR LOVE TO ONE ANOTHER ‑ 4:11‑12

READ: 1 JOHN 3:17 Love is shown practically

SHARING: needs and burdens with one another in pairs

PRAYER: Pray for one anothers needs in the pairs

(7) LIGHT TO THE NATION ‑ PSALM 96

(A) A COMMAND TO DECLARE GODS GLORY ‑ vs 1‑6

(B) A CALL TO COME AND WORSHIP GOD ‑ vs 7‑10

(a) Give Praise

(b) Bring Offerings 

(c) Enter the Temple

(d) Worship the Lord

(C) A CHALLENGE TO TAKE WORSHIP TO THE STREETS ‑ vs 10‑13

PRAYER: For the extension of Gods Kingdom in South Africa

(8) EXPRESSING THANKS AND GRATITUDE TO GOD

READ: Luke 17:11‑19

How can we best express our gratitude to the Lord?

READ: Col 3:16 ‑ sing songs that express gratitude.

PRAYERS: to express gratitude

TESTIMONY: to express thankfulness

(9) SHARING THE GOOD NEWS ‑ MARK 1

(A) INTRODUCING THE GOOD NEWS ‑ 1:1‑3

(B) FACE‑TO‑FACE WITH THE GOOD NEWS ‑ 1:9‑11

PRAYER: of worship to Jesus 

(C) SEE THE EFFECTS OF THE GOOD NEWS ‑1:29‑34

Lets bring our needs before Jesus and hear good news. 

(D) FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF THE GOOD NEWS ‑1:35

PRAYER: Thanks for salvation 

(E) RECOGNISE THE WORTH OF THE GOOD NEWS ‑1:40‑45

Lets bring our offering as a response to Jesus worth

(F) COMMISSIONED TO SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS ‑16:15,16

(10) THE WORLD ‑ PSALM 89:11‑17

(A) A DECLARATION OF THE WORTH OF THE CREATOR ‑ vs 11‑13

(B) A DESIRE FOR THE WORLD TO KNOW THE CREATOR ‑ vs 15‑17a

(11) THE HYMNS OF WORSHIP ‑ REVELATION

(A) WORSHIP GOD AS CREATOR ‑ REV 4:9‑11

(B) WORSHIP GOD AS REDEEMER‑ REV 5:9‑12

(C) WORSHIP GOD AS VICTORIOUS KING ‑ REV 11:15‑18

(D) WORSHIP GOD AS CONQUEROR ‑ REV 19:1‑3,6,7

(12) PRAISE THE LORD ‑ PSALM 150

(A) WHERE GOD SHOULD BE PRAISED ‑vs 1

In His sanctuary ‑ the temple of grace

In the heavens ‑ the temple of power

(B) WHY GOD SHOULD BE PRAISED ‑vs 2

[a] For His deeds

[b] For His being 

(C) HOW GOD SHOULD BE PRAISED ‑vs 3‑5

Instruments ‑ wind, string & percussion; dance

(D) WHO SHOULD PRAISE GOD ‑vs 6

All of Gods creation 

(13) THE LORD REIGNS

(A) THE LORD REIGNS OVER THE WORLD ‑ NEH 9:6

PRAYER: Praise for the sovereign rule of God

(B) THE LORD REIGNS IN OUR LIVES ‑ EPH 3:14‑21

PRAYER: Submission to the rule of God in my life

(14) WORSHIP INVOLVES MEETING GOD ‑ EXOD 34:4‑8

(A) THE REAL ENCOUNTER WITH GOD‑vs 4‑5

(B) THE REVEALED WORTH OF GOD ‑vs 6‑7

Moses met God who is:

[a] Merciful

[b] Truthful

[c] Just

(C) A RESPONSE OF WORSHIP TO GOD ‑vs 8

Moses responded with admiration of Gods excellence 

Moses responded with exaltation of Gods excellence

(15) WORSHIP IN HOLINESS

(A) WE WORSHIP A HOLY GOD ‑ PSALM 29:1,2

(B) WE WORSHIP BY THE HOLY SPIRIT ‑ JOHN 4:23,24

(C) WE MUST BE HOLY ‑ PSALM 24:3,4 

The way to holiness: 1 JOHN 1:9

PRAYERS: of confession ‑ for cleansing

(16) WORSHIP IN THE FACE OF DIFFICULTY ‑ PSALM 57

DAVIDS SITUATION: 

King Saul is in hot pursuit of David to kill him. David takes refuge in a cave and takes the matter to his God. 

THE SOLUTION:

(A) David goes to God for help ‑vs 1

(B) David expresses trust in God ‑vs 5

(C) David gives the problem to God ‑vs 6

(D) David declares victory in God ‑vs 7

(E) David praises Gods greatness ‑vs 8f

A WORSHIP EXPERIENCE: Get the worshippers to think of their problem ‑ a situation, hassling sin, problem person ‑ and then begin to worship through their problem. 

(A) Ask God for help

(B) Express confidence in God

(C) Explain the problem to God in prayer

(D) Declare victory over the problem

(E) Praise God in song, prayer and testimony

(17) A WORSHIP ENCOUNTER ‑ 1 CHRONICLES 16

CONTEXT: King David brings the Ark of the Presence back into Jerusalem. The Ark was a symbol of Gods presence [Ex 25:22] but Israel believed they had a God in a box, so God allowed the Philistines to capture the ark. When the lesson was learnt God resumed His manifestation of power from the Ark and its return was an occasion for joy & praise.

CELEBRATION OF PRAISE 

(A) PREPARATIONS FOR WORSHIP ‑vs 1‑6

(B) PRAISE TO THE WONDROUS GOD‑vs 8‑15

(C) PRAISE FOR THE ACTS OF GOD‑vs 16‑22

(D) PROCLAIM THE GLORY OF GOD ‑vs 23,24

(E) PROCLAIM THE WORTH OF GOD ‑vs 25,26

(F) RESPONSE OF WORSHIP ‑vs 27‑35

From the people 28‑29

From all creation 30‑35

(G) A FINAL SHOUT OF PRAISE ‑vs 36

ALTERNATE OUTLINE

(A) A CALL TO WORSHIP GOD‑1 CHRON 16:31‑34

(B) A CALL TO GIVE THANKS‑1 CHRON 16:8‑12

(C) A CALL TO PRAISE GOD ‑1 CHRON 16:23‑27

(D) A CALL TO OFFER GIFTS‑1 CHRON 16:28‑29 

(E) A RESPONSE OF WORSHIP‑1 CHRON 29:11‑13

(18) PHILIPPIANS 2

(A) A CALL TO UNITY ‑ 2:1‑4

Songs of reconciliation 

(B) A CALL TO FOCUS ON JESUS ‑ 2:5‑9

Songs about Jesus Incarnation, Crucifixion and Exaltation

(C) A CALL TO CONFESS JESUS AS LORD‑ 2:10‑11

Songs that celebrate Jesus lordship

RESULT: God is glorified ‑ Phil 2:11b

CHALLENGE: Re‑dedicate yourself to reflect Gods glory. 

(19) PRAISE THE LORD ‑ PSALM 111

(A) AN INVITATION TO PRAISE ‑vs 1

(B) PRAISE GODS GREATNESS ‑vs 2‑4a

(C) PRAISE GODS GOODNESS‑vs 4b‑9

(D) A RESPONSE OF WORSHIP TO GOD

In a quiet prayer tell the Lord that you love Him!

(E) WORSHIP COMMENDED‑vs 10

(20) THE HEAVENLY WORSHIP SERVICE ‑ REV 4 AND 5

AN INVITATION TO WORSHIP GOD ‑REV 4:1,2

(A) A song about the ATTRIBUTES of God: who He is.

REV 4:8 His holiness, lordship, power and eternity 

We begin by celebrating the things we know about God.

(B) A song about the MIGHTY ACTS of God: what He has done.

REV 4:11 God made, owns, sustains everything

We celebrate that our God is the creator of all the universe. 

(C) A song about the ACCEPTING WORK of God: how He redeemed us.

REV 5:9‑10 Acceptance through redemption or reclamation

We celebrate: our acceptance by God is based on the lambs love.

Prayers of gratitude

(D) A song of ASCRIPTION: thanksgiving/praise for the worth of God.

REV 5:13 Great values are ascribed to God, ie Praise, Honour, etc.

We celebrate a God who is worthy to be praised.

(21) KNOWING JESUS IN THE STORMS OF LIFE ‑ MARK 4:35‑41

READ: ISAIAH 43:1,2

SONGS: About the Presence of Jesus

READ: MARK 4:35‑41

THINK OF A STORM IN YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOW [vs 37]

Do not accuse Jesus of being disinterested. His purpose is to take you to the other side [vs 35]. The sense of His absence may well be to test your faith and may be an opportunity for Him to reveal Himself to you. 

SING: Songs that express confidence/trust in Jesus

GET TO KNOW JESUS IN THE STORMS OF LIFE

PRAYER: To express faith in Jesus.

(22) PRESENTING A PETITION TO GOD ‑ ISAIAH 37:14‑20

READ: ISAIAH 37:14‑20

(A) TAKE THE PROBLEM TO GOD ‑vs 14a

Worshippers are encouraged to write out their request on a piece of paper.

(B) THE ACT OF PRAYER ‑vs 14b

They spread the letter out in Gods presence.

(C) THE ACTUAL PRAYER ‑vs 15f

a. Express the sovereignty of God in the situation [v 16]

b. Ask for the mercy of God [v 17]

c. Clarify the situation to God [v 18,19]

d. Ensure your motive is the vindication of Gods glory [v 20]

(D) THE ANSWER FROM GOD ‑vs 21f

(23) WORTHY OF PRAISE ‑ PSALM 47

(A) A CALL FOR REJOICING ‑vs 1‑4

(B) A CALL FOR PRAISE‑vs 5‑9

PRAISE SHARING: People say, I praise the Lord because He is...
(C) A RESPONSE OF WORSHIP

To the God who gives Joy/To the God who is worthy of praise

PRAYER: To tell God He is worthy of our praise

(24) GIVING GLORY TO GOD ‑ ISAIAH 24:14‑16

GLORY: Excellence on display. To bring glory is to recognise worth.

ILLUSTRATION: You watch a game of rugby. One player stands out. After the game you meet him and start to rehearse in his presence all that he did. You dont change the game/his performance, but you bring him glory. 

REHEARSE IN GODS PRESENCE:

(A) THE GREATNESS OF HIS PERSON ‑PS 138:1‑5

(B) THE WONDER OF HIS WORKS ‑PS 111:1‑3

(C) THE GLORY OF HIS SON ‑ JN 1:14; HEB 1:3

3. CREATIVITY IN WORSHIP 

Worship is not a gimmick for coercing something from the worshippers. Innovative worship forms are not a means of pumping new spirit into a decaying institution. Authentic worship is an occasion for enabling people from all walks of life to enter into an obvious sense of the presence of God in the company of other believers, and to respond appropriately. 

Altering the order of worship weekly will be of little use if the worship is theologically and biblically unsound. But, the goal of authentic worship may not be achieved unless some variety and freshness are incorporated into the worship experience on a regular basis.

A. PARTICIPATORY RESPONSES

To involve people in worship use a Psalm as a responsive reading, such as Psalm 136, or sing a song like The Victory Chant. Reading scripture can be done creatively, ie. if the passage lends itself to being dramatised, different readers can take character parts. The congregation could play a certain part while the leader reads the narrative.

B. A SERMON REACTION PANEL 

A group consisting of elders, young couples, and teenagers can interact with the pastor for 5 to 10 minutes after the sermon.

C. VISUAL CREATIVITY 

Make use of banners, over heads or posters to help communicate truth. 

D. SINGING CREATIVELY

(1) Change the words of songs - ie. God is so good can be sung a second time as God, youre so good, or, Praise the name of Jesus as I praise your name... and then, We praise your name...
(2) Different groups sing verses or parts of the song

(3) Sing a worshipful song without music ‑ ie. I just want to praise you
(4) Link songs together on a certain theme - Inform the people of what is to take place; announce the next song during the brief gap between songs while the instrument lower their volume and sing the first phrase with confidence. Songs that link the best have the same tempo, mood, theme and key.

(5) Modulate the pitch of the songs - Singing comes alive when the key of the song is raised a semi‑tone at a time.

E. PRAYING CREATIVELY

Give people an opportunity to pray a phrase while the congregation is encouraged to pray it through. Let the people get together in small groups where they are sitting for group prayer. Have the worshippers pray for one another, ie the people pair up and pray for each other. 

4. SETTING GOALS FOR WORSHIP 

It is critical that there is a long‑term vision for worship within the local church.

The goals for worship should be:

* Tangible

Precise goals will be easier to reach. Remember, If you dont care where you are going, any road will take you there.
* Communicable

Goals need to be written out to enable clear understanding. People should go through the planning stage together to ensure understanding. 

* Achievable

The long‑term goals should be divided into short‑term goals to ensure that they are achievable.

* Definitive

Lay out the goals, step‑by‑step, showing how they will be achieved. Outline what action is necessary to reach the goal at each stage.

* Flexible

Circumstances change continually. As soon as support for a project or programme starts to decline we should begin to re‑ evaluate. Goal setting is only dangerous when we stop looking at the goals to refine them.

Examples of goals for worship include:

* To get people to take their eyes off the leader and fix them on the Lord

* To reproduce worshippers in the congregation ‑ a life‑style of worship.

* To develop a system for learning new songs more effectively.

5. BALANCE IN WORSHIP

David Blomgren has listed the following theological imbalances in worship today:

A. An overemphasis on the relational at the expense of the reverential in our approach to God. 

B. An overemphasis on the Immanence of God at the expense of the Transcendence of God.

C. An overemphasis on the anthropocentric, or man‑centred aspect at the expense of the theocentric, or God‑Centred aspect.

D. An overemphasis on love at the expense of holiness in our approach to God. 

E. An overemphasis on edification at the expense of exaltation.

The key to a healthy, dynamic, worshipping church is balance. Keeping the above aspects in tension will ensure true worship.

6. EVALUATION OF WORSHIP

Worship approaches and forms are often repeated mindlessly. Some aspects of the worship may be biblically inaccurate or theologically unsound. In order to ascertain the authenticity of worship and how accurately it speaks to the needs and expectations of the congregation, worship must be periodically evaluated.

Two primary questions should be raised when evaluating worship. One, is it theologically sound? Two, is it engaging the people in a genuine encounter with God? Several approaches will help to gain accurate answers to these questions. 

A. HONEST REFLECTION BY THE WORSHIP LEADERSHIP TEAM

The worship leader, church leadership and musicians should reflect honestly on the design and content of the worship services. Ongoing and searching evaluation is vital to develop a growing encounter with God by the church. 

B. SELECT A GROUP OF LAY PERSONS TO EVALUATE WORSHIP

A group of lay persons should be elected or selected to assist in worship evaluation. The group should be representative of the whole worshipping body ‑ ie. all ages should participate. They should meet regularly to provide continued input, to devise new forms of worship and ensure that all are united in the vision for worship.

C. INVITE THE ENTIRE CONGREGATION TO PARTICIPATE

A third possibility is to invite the entire congregation to evaluate worship through written questionnaires. Brief evaluation forms could be completed at the end of morning worship services. Evaluation forms could be mailed to members, to be returned by post or the following Sunday.

D. WORSHIP DIALOGUE SESSIONS FOR OPEN DISCUSSION 

Following a lunch or tea after a worship service, a time for discussion could be scheduled for the congregation to express itself on the form and content of the worship in its church. The team needs to be comfortable enough to encounter objections without becoming defensive and objectionable themselves. While some may view it as a time for personal complaints, most will use it as an opportunity for honest reflection. A facilitator for the open discussion is essential ‑ someone who can ask good questions to keep the discussion on track. The positive suggestions should be incorporated into the worship experience at the earliest opportunity.

7. POST WORSHIP SELF‑EVALUATION

The worship leader who has just led worship will have feelings about how the time of worship went. These thoughts, which may range from feelings of elation to depression, need to be verbalised to some other members of the worship team. The following are some reasons why the leader may feel that his leading was unsuccessful:

A. AN ATTEMPT TO INTRODUCE NEW WORSHIP FORMS TOO QUICKLY

The leader should remember that people are slow to change and will not respond with total eagerness the first time a new form of worship is introduced. Sharing with another leader will confirm this reality. The leader should determine to be slower in introducing new concepts, forms or songs and encourage other leaders to also be introducing similar changes. This will help to reinforce what is being learnt.

B. A NATURAL RESPONSE TO BLESSING IN MINISTRY

The prophet Elijah had no sooner experienced the power of God on Mount Carmel than he takes off into the wilderness in a state of depression [1 Kings 18,19]. This was not an isolated incident, but is the reality of the strain of ministry. Worship leaders must expect these feeling after a great time of ministry. The way to recovery includes a time before the Lord where His affirmation is sought and His re‑commissioning heard.

C. AN INCORRECT RESPONSE DESIRED

If the worship leader desires to be patted on the back or verbally praised for having skilfully led the people in worship he may be disappointed when that response is missing. The desired response should be the knowledge that people have been successfully moved from where they were into the sensed presence of the Lord where they heard Gods word and went away changed. Even that change may not, at least initially, be visible to the eye, but take the form of inward change which will affect the heart or an attitude.

8. SONGS AND WORSHIP

A. TEACHING NEW SONGS

Why learn new songs? Scripture calls us, time and time again, to sing a new song to the Lord (Psalm 33:3; 40:3; 96:1; etc). This is not simply for the sake of novelty! New songs are beneficial because they keep us out of a rut, bring us a new sense of freshness and enthusiasm, force us to think about what we are singing, expand our worship vocabulary and help us capture what God is saying to the body at the time.

(1) The Way to Teach New Songs

Some suggestions for teaching new songs are:

* Explain the Song ‑ Make sure that the message of the song is clearly understood 

* Use Visual Aids ‑ an overhead, word in the bulletin, etc

* Teach the Band ‑ It is essential that the band know the song thoroughly

* Learn the Melody ‑ When a song is taught incorrectly it is difficult to re‑teach

* Involve the Choir ‑ Have the choir sing the song as an item, then people join in

* Limit New Songs ‑ Dont teach too many new songs in a service, 2 or 3 at the most

(2) The Place to Teach New Songs

When new songs are first introduced, the people have to take their eyes off the Lord and concentrate on the task of learning the new tune. It is crucial to find the appropriate place to teach new songs:

* Avoid teaching a new song during an intimate time of worship

* Teach a song during the early stage of the service

* Teach a group of individuals in the congregation, choir, cell group, youth, etc

* Follow a new song with a well known song to restore a sense of familiarity 

(3) The Follow up of New Songs

Dont repeat a song too often at the first learning. Go over the song a few times and then move on. Come back to it the following week and continue to reinforce it periodically until it is quite familiar. Do not become discouraged if a song does not take the first time, some songs need to be repeated a few times before the people really take to them. Keep a balance of repetition without singing new songs to death!

B. MEDLEY SELECTION

In selecting a medley of songs make sure that the songs flow according to their: 

(1) Theme

The songs should centre around a similar subject, ie. exploring an aspect of the character of God (the Fatherhood of God, Jesus our Saviour, etc.)

(2) Direction

Try to ensure that the direction of the songs flow. The worshippers need to sing to God throughout the medley and not switch between songs that address God, speak about God and are addressed to each other.

(3) Rhythm

It is extremely difficult to get songs that have a different rhythm to flow together. A Latin feel song such as I am a new creation wont flow naturally into I will enter his gates, even though they are in the same key. The band will need to break the old and enter the new rhythm to make the transition. Keep slow songs together and fast songs together (To link a fast song to a slow song you can repeat the chorus of the fast song at a slow pace and then enter the slower song).

(4) Key

Selecting chords within the same key will make the task of the band much easier as they move from song to song. An experienced musician will be able to modulate between different keys with ease, but some musicians cannot.

Musicians need to be informed in advance about medley choices or key changes.

C. MASTER SONG LIST

One of the basic tools of the worship leader is the master song list. Such a list is invaluable during preparation as well as during the service. A glance at the master list of songs will enable the worship leader to take a different direction, select an appropriate closing song and generally have a greater freedom in leading.

(1) Designing a Master Song List

There are a variety of ways to prepare a list of songs that the congregation know. The list should broadly be divided into fast and slow songs, ie Praise and Worship songs. Under this division the songs can also be divided according to their keys, this will enable song medleys to be selected. A further sub‑division can be included where songs are listed according to their topic.

(2) Updating the Master Song List

Song lists can be kept on computer so that they can be updated as new songs are learnt. This should be the responsibility of an individual who will periodically produce updated copies for the team to work from.

9. MUSICAL EXCELLENCE IN WORSHIP

There is much talk these day about excellence in leadership and Church music. Many believe that we have a stewardship mandate to excel. But possibly it is more for human than divine reasons, that we need to excel. Someone has likened our giving to God the most excellent music we can produce to the little boy who brings home a drawing from class two. His mother tells him how wonderful it is, and after gazing proudly at the childish scribble, she places the work onto the fridge door to be frequently admired. Even the best we can offer to God is no more than just a scribble to Him. So from Gods perspective whether our music is at its best or worst is irrelevant. But for us it makes a tremendous amount of difference. It is difficult to worship when the music is shoddy or the leader is unprepared or unable to lead effectively. We should aim to excel in leading worship and music because of what it does for us, in helping us to worship God. The more that the leader knows about music, the better able he will be to lead others in worship. There are some definite things that the leader can do to develop musically and practically in both ability and quality.

A. DEVELOP SINGING SKILLS

Voice lessons will increase the leaders vocal projection and control. An attractive singing voice should be practised. The worship leader who is able to sight read music will be able to lead the melody of songs confidently and correctly. 

Because people follow what the leader is singing, it is important for the melody line to be carried by the worship leader and the harmonising left to the singers. When the leader makes a habit of soloizing over the microphone the people find it difficult to know which notes they are supposed to be singing. By singing the melody accurately and properly, the worship leader will help newcomers to learn the songs quickly and correctly.

When a song gets started in a wrong key, and people are growling or straining, the leader should feel free to stop the song and get the musicians to select a better key.

B. DEVELOP COMMUNICATION SKILLS

The worship leader must be aware of the need to communicate clearly with the people and with the musicians. Using hand movements will guide the peoples singing. Communication with the band must be maintained throughout the service. This is done with eye contact, a nod or specifically decided upon hand signals. While the leader should lead the band, he should also be sensitive to where the musicians are. Expecting the band to start a song while they are about to enter into the chorus of that song is foolish. The leader should rather end his prayer or thoughts at a more appropriate time and flow into the song in a much more natural fashion. 

C. DEVELOP RHYTHMIC SKILLS

The wrong rhythm can destroy the effectiveness of a song. Where a song has gaps between lines such as, I love you lord, and I lift my voice, it is very tempting to want to lead prematurely into the next line. This is called anticipating the next phrase. Some leaders have developed this as a style, as if they have to sing the next line moments before the congregation does, just so that the people know who the leader is. This style keeps the people watching the leader all the time and therefore hinders them from worshipping the Lord. By maintaining rhythmic stability, we show the people that we will hold every line out to its full rhythmic value. 

It is crucial to learn how to initiate a correct rhythm from the start of a song. With some practise, together with the musicians, the correct rhythm will be found and agreed upon by all. When a song is started in a wrong tempo, there will be a heaviness to the singing. The leader can set the correct rhythm by the following:

* Motion to the drummer to pound out the correct rhythm

* Make quicker hand movements

* Clap out the faster or slower rhythm

If none of these work there is nothing wrong with simply stopping the song after the first time through or before the chorus and saying, Lets sing that a bit slower. Do not try to place the blame on anyone, simply ask for a change of tempo.

Be careful of introducing a sudden tempo change in worship. The transitions need to be made with extreme care and forethought. Most worship services require only one major tempo change ‑ when moving from the praise songs to the worship songs.

D. DEVELOP RELATIONAL SKILLS

The worship leader must an encourager. People need encouragement to worship and the musicians need to be encouraged and shown appreciation for their regular and committed input. Rather than finding fault with what the musicians do, the leader should take time to encourage them for their availability and efforts.

Musicians and people who are affirmed will respond more readily to the leading of the worship leader, but the critical leader will alienate the very people that he desperately needs to have a close relationship with.

10. CONTROL IN WORSHIP

The task of the worship leader can be summarised with these words: get control ‑ then lose control.

A. GETTING CONTROL

The art of getting control speaks of direction and being in charge and not about manipulation. The leader takes control of the service in order to relax the people with the knowledge that someone is in charge. The leader who gets up and says, Please pray for me, this is my first time at leading worship, and Im terrified, has lost it before he has even begun. The people will not be worshipping, but continually peeking to see how he is doing. The leader takes control to get the service moving in a specific direction. The people may be discouraged and need to be encouraged to praise God despite how they are feeling. People are desperately needing to be led, we must lead the worship! 

B. LOSING CONTROL

Whereas praise can be stimulated by an enthusiastic leader, worship is a response in the human spirit to Gods Spirit. No amount of stimulation from the leader will cause the people to worship if their hearts are not right before God. So the worship leader needs to learn to lose control so that the Holy Spirit can bring the right response from the hearts of the worshippers. There are ways that the worship leader can let go of control over the service: 

* Back away from the microphone and worship God

* Allow songs to flow in a medley without speaking

* Encourage people to respond as God leads them

* Refuse to sing another song of human choosing

* Go to your knees in prayer and worship

It is essential that we give to God the liberty He needs to be able to work in the hearts and lives of people.

Chapter 7
CHILDREN AND WORSHIP
INTRODUCTION

Moses stood before Pharaoh and said, Let my people go. After 8 devastating plagues the Egyptian ruler offered to allow the adults to go and worship the Lord, but the children were to remain behind. Moses rejected this offer categorically [Exodus 10:9]. Moses knew that the worship experience is short‑lived if the children are not taken along! Too often children are ignored or ushered out to a film or games room while the adults enjoy their worship experience ‑ Moses would be horrified if he was around today!

The heart of God is crying out, Suffer the little ones to come unto me, and forbid them not [Luke 18:16]. Children too can worship the Lord. Their hearts are hungry and longing for the presence of God.

1. A PLACE FOR CHILDREN IN WORSHIP

Leading children in praise and worship involves more than singing amusing and entertaining songs, although such songs have their place. They need to have an opportunity to express their love and appreciation to Jesus for all that He has done for them. They also need to be equipped with power to stand against the attack of the evil one. We are told in Psalm 8:2 that praise, even in the mouths of children, silences the enemy. There is supernatural power that is released through a childs worship that goes far beyond our natural reasoning.

While childrens praise often looks like an imitation of adults they respect, Jesus said that their praise is perfect (Matthew 21:15,16). When children praise God they are building a protective shield around their minds and lives, whether they are praising because of our influence or not.

2. THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN AND WORSHIP

Scripture shows that a child thinks, talks and reasons differently from an adult. They are not mini‑adults! Understanding the developmental stages children pass through is helpful in relating to, and leading, them in worship.

In general a childs intellectual development progresses from the self‑ centred, magical thinking of a preschooler, to concrete reasoning during elementary school years and finally to the abstract reasoning of adolescence.

Jean Piaget, the Swiss psychologist, identified four developmental

stages that correspond to a childs chronological age:

A. THE SENSORI‑MOTOR PERIOD (birth ‑ two years)

At this early stage children act and think through their five senses. Cognitive learning is impossible. Worship must be an emotional and enjoyable experience.

B. PRE‑OPERATIONAL THOUGHT (two ‑ seven years) 

During this stage a child is unable to perform operations in thought. They can remember what they are taught, but not think about its meaning. They are also unable to distinguish fantasy from reality. For these children believing in God is as easy as believing in Dad, Mom and an Easter Bunny. They need a sense of belonging in worship, provided through active involvement, which will produce a sense of emotional fulfilment. 

C. CONCRETE OPERATIONS (seven ‑ twelve years)

At about age seven the child begins to differentiate fantasy from reality and can perform operations of thought on what they can see. The child now thinks in concrete terms but does not deal well with abstract concepts. When a child in this stage is told that Jesus is knocking at the door of their heart, they view Jesus as a literal man who is knocking on a physical door inside their chest. The worship leader should find ways to present abstract ideas in concrete forms.

D. FORMAL OPERATIONS (beyond twelve years)

Only at this stage can children perform operations in abstract thought. Only now will they be able to understand that the picture of Christ knocking on the door of our heart is a picture that speaks of Gods Spirit calling to Mans spirit. The inability of a child to relate to abstract ideas is of particular interest and importance when trying to lead children into an abstract experience, such as the worship of an invisible yet omnipresent God. Once we are aware of these limitations we can develop strategies for communicating abstract spiritual truths in concrete terminology. Jesus used the approach, The kingdom of heaven is like... to make the transition from the abstract to the concrete. By comparing abstract ideas to tangible things the child has experienced, they are able to grasp many spiritual truths.

3. SONGS FOR CHILDREN IN WORSHIP

We must answer the question of why we sing. To let off steam? Because children enjoy doing the actions? To fill in time? To warm children up for the teaching? These are not good enough reasons in themselves. The only really good reason for singing is to let children tell God, and tell each other, what they think of Him. Some of the other advantages can fall into place behind this, but it must dominate the selection of songs and determine the position they occupy in the programme.

The songs that can be used for leading children in worship include:

A. ACTION SONGS

These teach the meaning of the song and provide an outlet for their energy to be released. Songs with few words and much repetition are the best for children. But they do not need to be meaningless to be included in the category of action song. Songs such as Silver and gold, and He that believeth teach while they involve the kids in actions.

B. ADORATION SONGS 

Avoid thinking that children just want to sing fun songs. They also want to express their love to Jesus in songs that will allow them to sing their love to Jesus. Even children can be lost in wonder, love and praise.
C. ADULT SONGS 

Children need to, and want to, sing songs that are being sung by older people in church or the senior youth groups. This will ensure that children do not feel out of place when they participate in church services or home cells. 

D. ASSORTED SONGS

Paul in his letters listed three types of songs to be use in worship: psalms, hymns and spiritual songs [Eph 5:19; Col 3:16].

(1) Psalms

This involves the singing of scripture choruses. Because they are simple in lyrics and melody, they are quickly learned by even young children. The use of modern language helps children to relate easier to the words and to the message.

(2) Hymns

There is a need to teach children the traditional hymns. Exposure to the past helps children to face the future. A sense of their heritage stimulates a sense of their future destiny. But the use of a hymn book is counter productive as most children will stare blankly at the pages; be unable to follow the format or thumb idly through the pages. Rather repeat the more well known hymns until children learn the words or make use of an overhead screen.

(3) Spiritual Songs

These are songs which emanate from mans spirit and not from his mind. Paul makes the contrast in 1 Cor 14:15. They are sung to God (v2), by mans spirit (v14) and are not understood by others (v16). Judson Cornwall says these songs are extemporaneously composed musical numbers expressing ecstasy. In either case this is an area where children can express themselves in original song. It is common for children to create tunes to accompany their play. There is a place to encourage children to sing their, new song unto the Lord (Psalm 33:3; 96:1; 98:1; 149:1).

Avoid Songs Which Are:

* Metaphorical/Poetic: Running over, my cup is full and running over
* Untrue/Misleading: Since the Lord saved me, Im as happy as can be
* Obscure/Vague: Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning 

Choruses, as well as some of the traditional hymns, must be screened for their accuracy in doctrine. In leading childrens worship, this is even more vital, as children are still forming their theological concepts. The worship leader has the responsibility of taking steps to ensure that the music accurately conveys the true message.

4. LEADING CHILDREN IN WORSHIP

The role of the worship leader includes:

A. PROVIDE AN EXAMPLE FOR CHILDREN TO FOLLOW 

When Jesus said, Follow me, he used the Greek word akolouthos which means to go in the same way. The worship leader help the worshippers to go in the same direction. The response of children in worship is found in another Greek word for follow, mimeomai which means to mimic. [See Eph 5:1 and 1 Cor 11:1]. As they follow (mimic) the leader they will follow right into the presence of God and be encouraged to respond to Gods presence with love and devotion. To be successful the leader must live a life of worship, and have a growing relationship with God!

B. PROVIDE AN EXPLANATION FOR CHILDREN TO UNDERSTAND 

Leading children in worship involves the element of teaching as the leader explains appropriate means of expressions in praise and worship and why they are used. He should teach that there is freedom to clap, dance and express joy but not to the degree of foolishness. Worship should also be seen as an opportunity to teach some facet of the nature of God, our relationship to Him, etc. The theme that is chosen for the time of worship should be carefully thought out and all elements of the worship related to the theme. This will enhance the message.

C. PROVIDE ENCOURAGEMENT FOR CHILDREN TO PARTICIPATE

Leading children in worship includes the responsibility to encourage children to move from being passive spectators to active participants. This will be accomplished with lively singing, actions, opportunities for children to pray and share, and above all a desire to continually find creative ways to involve children. The leader should develop a style that is conversational and which encourages children to open up to the worship leadership. 

D. PROVIDE AN ENVIRONMENT FOR CHILDREN TO PARTICIPATE 

The worship leader who is viewed as the great disciplinarian will not be the most successful leader in the eyes of the children. Yet children need to be kept in check and on track. The worship leader should be free to enter into worship himself without having to correct and discipline children at the same time. Adult or teen‑age helpers are the secret to keeping control of the children, separating the unruly ones if necessary, while they worship among the children.

Practical Guidelines for Leading Children in Worship:

(1) Be Relatively Predictable in Your Style

When children know more or less what you will do next they will be more free to focus on God and not be distracted. Children feel secure with schedules and routines, and they relax easier. 

(2) Be Creative and Use Games

Predictability does not imply dull, routine worship but includes creative and fun times of praise. Group singing competition is a healthy form of variety in singing.

(3) Use Instruments That are Unusual and Fun

Allow children to play banjos, shakers, tambourines, triangles, spoons, etc. where possible.

(4) Flow from Song to Song

When the singing progresses beyond fun songs into praise songs the leader should flow from song to song without commercial interruption. Some interjected statements and encouragements are necessary during fun songs, and during the initial stage of praise but as you advance there should be a minimal number of interruptions.

(5) Give Directions Loudly and Clearly

Bold and clear leadership is essential to unite the worshippers. Children need to be reminded that someones in control.

(6) Become Invisible as God Becomes Visible

Do this by limiting chatter and give succinct directions. Encourage children to close their eyes when they worship and see the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted (Isa 6:1). This helps to avoid distractions and opens their spiritual eyes. They can also be encouraged to fold their hands. This will help to limit their wandering and mischief. The leader needs to watch and pray to ensure that hands are not wandering. If a disturbance is noted, a simple reminder or a stern look should be sufficient. Deal with problems later ‑ dont break the atmosphere!

(7) Remain Aware of the Time

Worship cant be squeezed into tight time schedules but at the same time we must realise that a childs worship cannot be sustained as long as an adults worship. Children have a shorter attention‑span and a more limited ability to express his emotions. Sensitivity to children and common sense will dictate when to move on with the service or programme. 

(8) Encourage Times of Silence

When children are experiencing a sense of the presence of God do not be afraid to allow time for silence. Use these moments to encourage children to hear if Jesus has something to say to them. Encourage soft speaking of praise, or expressing love to the Father in their own words. If the leader is sensitive to the Holy Spirits promptings he may receive the direction to allow children the opportunity to ask Jesus to come into their lives, or to allow children to confess their sin.

(9) Use Fun and Colourful Transparencys

When using transparency for songs, make use of coloured drawings on the same sheet. They will capture their imagination and, if well chosen, will reinforce the message of the songs.

(10) Continually Narrow the Focus of the Children

The leaders role is to continually narrow the childrens focus until their full attention is focused on God the Father.

5. PRAYER AND CHILDREN IN WORSHIP

When a leader stands in front of a group of children and shuts his eyes to pray, three things can happen to the children: They can listen, agree and say amen as a sign that they accept the prayer as their own; or they can retreat into their own private thoughts and imagination; or they can communicate with each other in that informal sign language they know so well. There are ways to ensure that the first of the three options happen.

A. PRAY IN THEIR LANGUAGE 

Beware of obstacles to understanding, such as: out of date language; big words and religious cliches. A prayer like, Thou O Lord art highly to be praised because of thine exceeding holiness, uses foreign language and complex religious words. An alternative would be, Lord God, you are so great and so good that, when we think of you, we want to tell you how wonderful you are.
B. PRAY SPECIFICALLY 

Pray in such a way that children will be able to see that God has answered them. If a mother is expecting, ask God for the save delivery of the baby, etc. This involves a risk, as God may answer Yes, No or Wait. But it is good for children to understand from a young age that we are dependent upon God for His will and the way He chooses to answer prayer.

C. BE BRIEF 

Children dont have an ability to spend half an hour in prayer. You can always have another time for prayer later in the worship. Be aware of their attention span.

D. ENCOURAGE RESPONSE

Teach children to say Amen if they agree with what is being prayed. This will ensure that the amens that are heard are genuine. A lot of children think that Amen means please, whereas it means let it happen as we have said ‑ so tell children that by saying amen they mean, I agree.

E. ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO PRAY 

Help children overcome their shyness and fear of a long prayer by saying a word or phrase. This will build their confidence. Introduce the time of prayer by asking each child to give one reason why they are thankful to God or one thing that they like about God. Then have them say what they have contributed in a short time of prayer.

F. EQUIP CHILDREN TO PRAY BY THEMSELVES 

Encourage children and give them the structure that they can use to pray on their own at home, school, etc. Be creative: Give the child a teaspoon to keep by their bedside. Tell them that the TSP of teaspoon stands for Thank you, Sorry and Please ‑ things which they can say to God every night. 

6. CREATIVITY AND CHILDREN IN WORSHIP

A. ANTIPHONAL PRAISE 

Divide children into two groups, select a Psalm and ask one group to read the odd numbered verses and the other to read the even verses. Then ask the children in pairs to discuss what the verses tell them about God.

B. LISTEN TO MUSIC

Select music to help children think through the teaching theyve heard. Choose music that is age‑appropriate and suitable to the culture of the children.

C. CHANGE THE WORDS/PITCH OF SONGS

Change words of songs, such as, God is so Good, to God, Youre so good Change the key of songs ‑ simple songs can be raised a semitone at a time.

D. READ SCRIPTURE AS PRAISE TO GOD

Many passages such as, 1 Chron 29:10‑13; Revelation 4 and 2 Timothy 2:11‑13 are ideal, where the leader can read the first half of the statement and the children can read out the second. Devise chants which the children can respond to, ie. Victory Chant and Psalm 136. Teach children to respond to the statement: What do we believe? with the following: Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again, Yeah! On Yeah the whole group leaps into the air with their right hands raised.

E. MAKE USE OF SILENCE 

Children can be moved by silence in valuable ways. But the leader must be very specific about what the children should think about. Explain that sometimes God uses pauses to get a message through to His people who are listening out for Him, but tell the children that they must not listen for an audible voice, for it is more likely that God will communicate by putting good ideas inside their heads. We speak of an uninterrupted flow of thoughts that are birthed in, and pass through, our minds as the voice of God. 

7. OUTLINES FOR CHILDREN IN WORSHIP

With children the opening songs need to be fun songs where they can march, stomp, shout, clap and get actively involved. This helps to draw children into participate. Meeting children where they are means jumping in with both feet and having some fun with them. Follow fun songs with praise songs which help children tell one another about God and who he is to them. Once established in praise children are ready to move into worship songs which minister to God. From fun, to praise, to worship ‑ the leaders role is to continually narrow the childrens focus until their full attention is focused on God the Father. Sometimes the praise to worship transition can be made by changing a word or two of the song being sung (ie. God is so good to God, youre so good).

Develop these simple outlines, mostly centred around Bible stories, using fun songs, praise songs and then worship songs.

A. JESUS HEALS TODAY! [Acts 3:1‑10]

(1) Share the story of the lame mans healing

(2) Praise God like the lame man did [8]

(3) Pray for someone you know who is ill

B. PRAISE BRINGS VICTORY! [Acts 16:25‑34]

(1) Sing songs to God and Pray [25]

(2) Praise brings release and victory [26]

C. JESUS IS HERE! [Matthew 18:20]

(1) The Promise of the Presence [Isa 43:1,2]

(2) The Fulfilment of the Presence [Matt 1:23; 18:20]

(3) Our Response to Jesus Presence [Sing songs to Jesus]

D. JESUS GIVES LIGHT! [John 8:12]

(1) Worship Jesus as the light of the World

(2) Read John 9:1‑7 Jesus gives sight to the blind man

(3) Prayer for sight, for guidance and comfort

(4) Read John 12:35,36

E. LOVE IS COOL! [1 John 4:9‑12,19]

(1) We Celebrate our Love for God [9,10]

(2) We Express our Love to God[19]

(3) We Express our Love to Others [11,12]

F. THANK YOU JESUS! [Luke 17:11‑19]

(1) Read the passage about the one grateful leper

(2) Allow children to express thanks in prayer

(3) Sings song that express gratitude

G. WITH JESUS IN THE STORMS OF LIFE! [Mark 4:35‑41]

(1) Read the story of Jesus and the disciples in the storm

(2) Have the children think of a storm in their lives right now

(3) Apply the story to relate to their personal storm

(4) Sing songs that express confidence in Jesus

H. TAKE IT TO JESUS! [Isaiah 37:14‑20]

(1) Read Isaiah 37:14‑20

(2) Tell children to take a piece of paper and write their request to God [14a]

(3) Have children spread the letter out in Gods presence [14b]

(4) Lead in Prayer for the requests while God reads them [15f]

(5) Speak about the God who answers prayers [21f]

I. THE FATHER AND THE DRIFTER! [Luke 15:11‑32]

(1) Tell the story of the prodigal son from Luke 15:11‑32

(2) Encourage children who have drifted to come back to father

(3) Sings songs that speak of restoration

J. PARABLES: MODERN MESSAGES OF GODS LOVE

(1) Gods love for us: the prodigal son

(2) Love for ourselves: the lost sheep

(3) Love for others: the good Samaritan

(4) Love for Gods world: the sower and seed

K. FOLLOW THE LEADER [Matthew 4:18‑22]

(1) Sings songs about following Jesus

(2) Have the children play follow the leader while they sing

(3) Teach children that a Christian follows Jesus

(4) Prayer: asking God to help us to be good followers

L. JESUS LOVES CHILDREN! [Matthew 19:13‑15]

(1) Read the Passage and speak of Jesus love of children

(2) Sings songs that remind us of how Jesus loves us.

(3) Have children respond to: I know Jesus loves me, because...
(4) Sing songs that express our love for Jesus

M. THE CHILD WHO KILLED A GIANT [1 Sam 17]

(1) Read or tell the children the story of David and Goliath

(2) Thank the Lord for the Power we have through Him

(3) Sing songs that speak of us as victorious

(4) Teach a memory verse, ie. Philippians 4:13

N. EVERYONE A HERO! [Hebrews 11]

(1) Mention the heroes of the faith in the passage

(2) Sings songs about faith, ie He that Believeth
(3) Challenge the children to become heroes for God

O. JESUS, IM SORRY! [Psalm 32]

(1) Sing songs about Gods holy nature 

(2) Briefly explain Davids sin with Bathsheba

(3) Explain how He tried to cover it up

(4) Teach the children how to say, Jesus, Im sorry that I...
(5) Sing songs about forgiveness and cleansing.

(6) Memory verse: you may be sure that your sin will find you out Num 32:23


Appendix A

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Chapter 1: The Essence of Worship
1. Which aspect of Gods character is most meaningful to you? His love, mercy, justice, holiness, compassion, morality, gentleness, etc? Why?

2. Read Luke 18:9‑14. What does this passage say about the proper approach to God in worship?

3. Read Revelation 5:1‑14. What reasons are found here for worshipping God?

4. Write out a definition for worship in your own words.

5. Read Exodus 19:16‑25. What effects does the presence of God have on nature and on people?

6. Read Exodus 34:29‑35. What does the passage say about God? What does it mean to be in Gods presence?

 7. Read Luke 9:28‑36. What does the passage say about God? What is the effect of the presence of God?

8. List Advantages/Disadvantages of Christs bodily being part of your congregation?

9. Imagine for a moment that Jesus had to visit you church service in a visible form. What effect would it have on your: Singing? Prayers? Attention to the Preaching? Relationships with Others? Standard of Holiness? Willingness to Serve? Witnessing to Others? Pre‑service Preparation? 

10. Pretend that King Jesus posted a list of all in your church who served Him well during the last month. Would your name be included? Why or why not?

11. What changes would be made if Christ became your permanent house guest? In other words, what would it be like if you became more and more aware of the presence of Christ in your home?

12. Read Ephesians 5:19. Choose a hymn or chorus and sing it often through the day. Record the results of the exercise.

Chapter 2: The Experience of Worship
1. Some say that in a worship service: the Worship Leader is the Actor, the People are the Audience and God is the Prompter. Others say: the People are the Actors, God is the Audience and the Worship Leader is the Prompter. Which of the two patterns does your worship service reflect? How can your worship service more closely resemble the second pattern? How can we help worshippers view themselves as actors and not spectators?

2. Read Psalm 100. What is the fitting way to enter into Gods presence? Is there a sense of progression in worship in the Psalm?

3. Work out the typical pattern of your worship service. 

4. When you worship what do you expect God to do in response to your worship?

5. What is the most recent memory you have of going to church on a Sunday morning expecting to encounter Jesus Christ?

Chapter 3: The Elements of Worship
1. Read the second‑century description of worship [Page 13]. List the elements of worship they used. Make an outline of their worship service.

2. Consider your worship service. What elements of worship are include?

3. What are some of the elements of worship mentioned in Revelation 5?

Chapter 4: The Ministry of Worship Leader
1. Would you say that worship leaders are born or made?

2. What would you say is the most important qualification for a worship leader?

3. Look at the list of preparation needed for a worship service [Page 16], put together a preparation check list to ensure that worship is well prepared.

4. What three areas of Davids preparation were lacking in 1 Chronicles 13:7‑12? (Compare this passage with 1 Chronicles 15:1,2,13)

Chapter 5: The Ministry Team in Worship
1. Read 1 Chronicles 16. What preparation went into the service? What role did the worship leader, people and the musicians each play? 

2. Which view of the goal of worship leadership does you church hold to? Is it the ideal? Would it be possible to have a balance of the three goals?

3. What would you consider the essentials for effective worship team ministry?

4. What are some ways of communicating to the congregation their role in worship?

Chapter 6: The Ministry of Worship
1. According to what criteria should a worship service be evaluated? Would the following be suitable as a basis for evaluation:

* Is the worship word‑based and was it theologically sound?

* Is the reading of the Word of God central to the worship service?

* Is the worship Christ‑centered?

* Is the worship balanced? Relational and Reverential; Immanence and Transcendence; Man and God centred; Love and Holiness; Edification and Exaltation.

* Is the leader enthusiastic and genuine?

* Does the leader view himself as the sole performer or does involve others?

* Did the worship engage the people in an encounter with God?

* In what ways were the congregation allowed to participate?

* Did the worship leader in any way distract the worshipper?

* Was there a clear theme to the worship service?

* Was there a sense of purpose and direction in the worship? 

* Did the elements of worship chosen fit in with the theme and mood?

2. Discover a structure or worship outline in the following passages: Isaiah 6:1‑9; Psalm 96; Luke 15:11‑32; Phil 2:1‑11; 1 John 4:9‑12,19.

3. Should a local church have goals for worship? And if so, what are some typical goals that could be spelt out?

Chapter 7: Leading Children in Worship
1. How does the saying, Children should be seen and not heard relate to Jesus words in Luke 18 and Matthew 21? 

2. How can understanding the developmental stages of a child help in making worship more meaningful and effective for children?

3. Think of a few creative ideas for leading children in worship.

4. Why is it important for children to attend and to be involved in, the Sunday morning worship service?

5. How can we demonstrate that we have a real concern to include children in our worship services?

6. What changes should be made to make worship more meaningful for children?


Appendix B

DEVELOPMENT AND WORSHIP
INTRODUCTION

In order for worship to be meaningful to all involved the worship leader must be aware of the impact of the developmental stages of people and understand the distinctives of each stage as they relate to the worship experience.

1. CHILDREN AND WORSHIP

During the sensorimotor period, birth to two years, children act and think through their five senses. Cognitive learning at this stage of learning is impossible, so worship must be an emotional and enjoyable experience. During the preoperational stage, two to seven years, a child is unable to perform operations in thought. They can remember what they are taught, but not think about its meaning. They are also unable to distinguish fantasy from reality. For these children believing in God is as easy as believing in Dad, Mom and an Easter Bunny. They need a sense of belonging in worship, provided through active involvement, which will produce a sense of emotional fulfillment.

With the onset of the concrete operations stage, seven to twelve years, the child begins to differentiate fantasy from reality and can perform operations of thought on what they can see. The child now thinks in concrete terms but does not deal well with abstract concepts. When a child in this stage is told that Jesus is knocking at the door of their heart, they see Jesus as a literal man who is knocking on a physical door inside their chest. The worship leader should find ways to present abstract ideas in concrete forms.

Then comes the formal operations stage, beyond twelve years, when children perform operations in abstract thought. Only now will they be able to understand that the picture of Christ knocking on the door of our heart is a picture that speaks of Gods Spirit calling to Mans spirit.

The inability of a child to relate to abstract ideas is of particular interest and importance when trying to lead children into an abstract experience, such as the worship of an invisible yet omnipresent God. Once we are aware of these limitations we can develop strategies for communicating abstract spiritual truths in concrete terminology. Jesus used the approach, The kingdom of heaven is like... to make the transition from the abstract to the concrete. By comparing abstract ideas to tangible things the child has experienced, they are able to grasp many spiritual truths.

Child Development and Singing: From age 4‑6, learning is accomplished by rote (imitating the teacher), and is best taught in small groups. Attention span is short and music potential limited. They need to have their pitch sense, rhythm and co‑ ordination developed. They learn quickly by memory but also forget very quickly what they have learnt. Frequent repetition is necessary for both learning and retaining. The songs should emphasise simple truths about Jesus love, and Gods nature. Music should be simple childrens songs with short phrases and steady rhythms.

From age 6‑8, learning is still accomplished by rote, but reading is to be encouraged. Their attention span has increased. Their music potential is increasing, but pitch difficulties are normal. They find it easier to memorise songs and retain more that before. They are learning discipline at school and will therefore respond to instructions. The songs should include words that are easily understood by the children, and can include solo or team parts. Songs sung as a rounds can be introduced as well as fun songs that use action to teach truth.

From age 9‑11, learning is accomplished faster by reading than by rote. While their musical potential is at an all‑time high, they still experience pitch problems. Their memory powers are diminishing and need to be activated. Repetition is important to stimulate memory and help retention. Discipline problems will be noted, especially if the singing is not challenging or full of activity. Activity needs to be fast moving and include much variety. Boys and girls interests are beginning to differ but they still work well together. Teach them songs which stress the doctrines of salvation, mans responsibility to God and being dedicated to serve God.

2. JUNIOR TEENS AND WORSHIP

Worship for junior teenagers (12‑14) must be informal, life‑ related, fast paced, and full of variety. They will not tolerate boredom or irrelevancy. They need to feel Gods presence with them as they worship Him and recognise Him in their lives daily. Worship should focus on what junior teens can receive now rather than in the future. They need to experience God as the Solid Rock, who is a steady, faithful, unchanging friend and king. They also need to express their loyalty to God and to perceive again that God has standards for them in their daily lives.

So upbeat, now‑orientated songs that emphasise loyalty to God, Gods wonder, and His majesty make sense to them. Reflective songs like Humble thyself in the sight of the Lord do not make sense as they are too slow, gushy and sentimental for most young teens, who arent even sure what humble thyself means, nor are many of them so proud as to need more humbling than they are already experiencing. Although they can appreciate contemporary songs and, with proper education, even age‑appropriate traditional hymns, dont expect them to willingly sing solos. When you consider that junior teens are self‑conscious, it is understandable that even group singing is risky business for them.

Early teens dont tolerate bloopers or slip‑ups. Their laughter at these usually destroys any sense of worship, changing the focus from God to the mistake. When they help to lead worship they need enough practise in order to avoid embarrassment in front of their peers.

Aesthetics are not important to them. Their worship should be practical and concrete. Bells and smells, candles and banners, do not enhance junior high worship as most of them still think literally, unable to see beyond the concrete symbol to the abstract reality behind it.

Meaningful prayer for junior teens are personal, relevant, and life‑related. The world around them is too close and God is too remote for them to focus on Him for even a minute in general silent prayer. Directed silent prayers, on the other hand, help them focus on God. The worship leader can say, Think of Gods great power. Now thank Him for that power. Think of Gods love for each of us; thank him for His love. Asking for short sentence prayers on specific topics helps teens pray aloud.

Junior teens emotions are on the roller coaster, so it is easy to give them an emotional high or to completely ignore their emotions and only appeal to their minds. Teens need to feel God emotionally, yet without emotionalism. They must be able to respond to Gods revelation of Himself with both their minds and their emotions. They need to feel love for God, need to praise and adore Him, need to thank Him for all that He does in their lives. These are all healthy emotions that they need to express in their worship.

Early Teen Development and Singing: 

From age 12‑14 their musical potential is dependent on previous training or choir experience. Their memory powers are very low and they are resistant to memory. Boys and girls interest are directly opposite and the boys prefer to be with boys of their own age and not girls. They are physically clumsy and the girls tend to be more mature than the boys. Singing brings little satisfaction to the boys, they are more interested in instruments while the girls, whose voices are beginning to develop strength and maturity, are interested in singing. They need to learn songs that teach the great doctrines of the church, ie. standard songs used in the church.

3. SENIOR TEENS AND WORSHIP

Like junior teens, senior teens (15‑17) also look for a fast paced variety in their worship services. Contemporary, light, bright, and dynamic surroundings appeal to them. They enjoy worship that focuses on their personal needs and allows them to be actively involved in its planning and leading. They are, by nature, participators, and must be allowed to take an active part in the worship. Many have musical talents which can be used in worship.

Because they tend to be idealistic and loyal, they want contact with God that appeals to their idealism. They need to see God as the person who expects the best from us , His children. While they are more capable of abstractions and symbols, they still need concrete and practical instructions in their faith. Because their expanding world view encompasses more of the adult world, most look for experiences that fill out a broader view of the world. They also feel the need to serve and want to do so.

Senior teens appreciate the value of musical idioms ‑ an appreciation that invites them into the newer, contemporary hymns and choruses as well as into learning the meaning of the churchs traditional hymns. If a youth group uses contemporary music, then, it would be suitable to introduce some of the more traditional or classical church music that still speaks to their particular life situation. They are ready to understand both the words and the music, and how the two form a whole message.

Whereas junior teens worship tends to be more self‑centred, older teens are ready for more God‑centredness worship. Songs that emphasise the solidarity of Christians in their worship of God are appropriate at this point. They are attracted to songs that reflect their own experience of God.

By the time they reach middle adolescence, teens begin responding to beauty and symbolism. Symbols, colours, pictures and such art can be used with senior teens ‑ providing they know their meanings. They are thinking abstractly and appreciate the meaning behind symbols.

Senior teens, like junior teens, respond to prayer that focuses on their needs and that connects with their lives. They do not appreciate prayers that are full of theological insight. Older teens are usually willing to pray focused, conversational, down‑to‑earth sentence prayers aloud and are responsive to directed silent prayer.

Like junior teens they are also easily swayed by emotions. Its not right to use worship experiences to play on teens emotions, but neither is it proper to totally ignore emotion. Gods presence needs to be felt emotionally as well as mentally. The music, scripture readings, and the delivery of a message need to reflect a proper balance between mental and emotional needs.

A contemporary translation or version of the Bible best communicates with senior teens. Keep the reading to a single, short, focused idea. Teens who read the passage for group worship should practise the reading aloud as well as discuss ahead of time with the youth worker the meaning and feeling of the portion and how the scripture relates to the planned worship experience.

Later Teen Development and Singing: 

From age 15‑17 learning is accomplished in adult ways as youth possess adult capabilities. Their powers to memorise are increasing, due to the demands made on them in high school, but they do not enjoy repetition unless there is a purpose to it. Boys voices, though not fully mature, have usually settled, while girls voices will be gaining strength, but ill frequently become colourless and piercing, partly due to the fact that they are trying to increase volume. They should already be targeted to develop as worship leaders. A training programme is necessary to equip them with basic skills to be able to lead worship. 

4. YOUNG ADULTS AND WORSHIP

College age young adults want a personal, intellectually satisfying, God‑centred worship experience. For the first time in their lives they seek worship experiences that deeply honour ‑ both intellectually and emotionally ‑ Him who is invisible. They can respond as whole persons in worship to the whole being of God. They are still pragmatic, but in a more cerebral sense: their minds look for answers to the issues and questions and answers of life. They are concerned for their own future: vocation, marriage, security, social roles. They seek a mature faith that matches their ability to deal with abstractions and critical thinking.

Young adults tend to know what is happening in the world. They are looking for a worship experience that speaks to their world‑wide view. Here is where they differ from junior and senior teens. For worship to be meaningful for the young adult, God must be seen as the God of the universe and not just a warm, personal friend.

This age group respond best in an un‑pressured atmosphere that stimulates them intellectually as well as touches their feelings and will. They value time for reflection and meditation ‑ practises which should seldom be given to junior teens, and only rarely to senior teens. They respond well in an environment that touches their senses and that arouses in them thoughts of Gods worthiness. The total atmosphere should speak of Gods greatness, of our continual response and commitment to him. Young adults can plan and execute the entire worship experience with little help from adult workers, whose roles should be limited to stimulating the planners and helping them focus on designing encounters with God in worship that meet their more mature needs. The college‑age group is the ideal setting for the more doctrinal and theological hymns of the church, whether historical or contemporary. Symbols and art that veil abstract truths speak to them, and aesthetic atmospheres help them to focus on their worship of God, although it may not be necessary to explain the meaning of these worship aids.

Prayers can be longer with a more encompassing scope. While it is still appropriate to use directed prayers, periods of silent prayer dont need so limiting a structure as with younger groups. A mere suggestion to think about Gods love is enough for young adults to begin fruitful prayer and reflection. They value personal participation and will pray aloud.

SUMMARY

Whichever group you teach ‑ children, junior or senior teen, or young adult ‑ you must take into account each of their distinctive needs for worship that reflects their different developmental stages. The worship leaders challenge is to aid these youths in their expression of Gods worthiness, to facilitate a worship experience that provides for an opportunity for a deep, personal encounter with God, and to allow worship experiences that are applicable to the worshippers daily lives. The worst thing the worship leader can do is to make little adults out of their young people. We who lead young people in worship lead best when we consider them as God does: he accepts them as they are, revealing himself to them in worship according to their growing understanding of him.

(Some material on teens and young adults was adapted from an article by John Dettoni, Worship that fits the worshipper in the Youth Worker Journal, Spring 1990.)
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